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A  POET  OF  TWO  WORLDS 

By  Brother  Leo 

Perhaps  this  means  hardening  of  the  arteries  and  ossifi¬ 
cation  of  the  brain,  but  I  must  confess  that  some  current  and 
provincially  local  commentators  on  literature  produce  in  my 
normally  placid  spirit  a  mood  of  mingled  pity  and  exasperation 
when  they  descant  upon  the  need  of  producing  masterpieces  ot, 
by,  for  and  on  America.  It  is  all  very  well  to  impress  upon 
college  freshmen  the  wisdom  of  writing  about  the  limited  life 
they  know,  but  college  freshmen  usually  do  not  produce  litera¬ 
ture.  What  our  professor-dictators  fail  to  remember — or  perhaps 
have  never  known — is  that  real  literature,  though  it  may  have  a 
national  setting  and  atmosphere,  is  never  merely  national;  that* 
Shakespeare  did  not  confine  himself  to  English  subjects,  that 
Longfellow  and  Lowell  and  Poe  and  Emerson  had  a  cultural 
outlook  that  transcended  Plymouth  Rock,  that  we  do  not  have  to 
be  Italians  to  appreciate  Dante,  Germans  to  learn  from  Goethe, 
Poles  to  enjoy  the  novels  of  Sienkiewicz.  Literature,  like  art, 
like  music,  like  religion,  is  extra-national;  and  the  best  literature 
is  the  product  of  a  cross-fertilization  of  many  times  and  countries 
and  ideals. 

All  of  w'hich,  though  it  sounds  suspiciously  like  the  opening 
lecture  in  a  course  on  the  Backgrounds  of  Literature,  is  an  ap¬ 
posite  introduction  to  the  poems  of  the  Reverend  John  Rothen- 
steiner.  (To  shy  at  that  “Reverend”  is  provincialism,  too!)  His 
volumes,  at  least  those  that  have  reached  me  through  the  kindness 
of  BOOKS  ABROAD,  in  their  outer  and  accidental  aspect  are 
symbolical  of  the  universality  of  poetry.  Two  are  in  German, 
published  in  the  United  States;  two  are  in  English;  and  one — 
an  admirable  edition  with  a  pleasing  introduction  by  Br.  Willram 
— is  in  German  bearing  the  imprint  of  the  Verlagsanstalt  Tyrolia 
of  Innsbruck.  Father  Rothensteiner’s  American  publisher  is  B. 
Herder  of  St.  Louis. 

This  priest-poet’s  racial  roots  are  in  the  Tyrol,  but  he  first 
lisped  in  numbers  in  Missouri  where  he  was  born  in  St.  Louis 
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in  1860.  He  knows  American  life;  and  Europe  and  the  world, 
he  knows  as  well,  for  he  has  traveled  extensively  and  written 
gracefully  about  England  and  Italy  and  France,  about  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  the  islands  of  the  sea.  That  wholesome  cosmopolitan¬ 
ism  in  itself  would  not  make  a  poet,  but  it  has  mercifully  pre¬ 
served  Father  Rothensteiner  from  being  a  Main  Street  poet. 

Of  John  Ernst  Rothensteiner  I  know  practically  nothing 
save  what  I  have  garnered  from  these  five  volumes,  but  the 
materials  are  so  rich  and  so  varied  that  I  am  presumptuous 
enough  to  believe  that  I  know  everything  essential.  I  see  in 
him — and  in  the  frontispiece  to  the  Innsbruck  edition  of  his 
poems — a  man  possessed  of  both  horse  sense  and  spiritual  dis¬ 
cernment,  a  man  of  unashamed  sentiment  and  classic  reserve, 
a  man  who  not  infrequently  yields  to  a  mood  of  mingled  humor 
and  irony, — that  two-edged  sword  which  severs  more  knots  than 
have  ever  been  untied  by  scholarship  or  controversy,  a  weapon 
keen  but  not  unkindly  when  held  in  a  strong  and  sensitive  hand. 

Unlike  many  poets.  Father  Rothensteiner  is  a  good  critic  of 
himself,  and  he  has  allowed  only  his  best  works  to  appear  in 
print.  And  his  best  is  an  impressive  best.  To  me,  the  finest  of 
his  poems  are  his  epigrams.  Maybe  this  is  wild  and  whirling 
fancy^  but  in  those  pregnant  rimes  of  his  I  catch  a  suggestion 
of  both  the  immemorial  wisdom  of  the  Old  World  and  the  naive 
pragrmatism  of  the  New.  A  poet  does  not  have  to  be  a  philoso¬ 
pher,  and  we  need  but  look  at  the  Department  of  Philosophy  in 
any  American  college  to  realize  that  a  philosopher  does  not 
have  to  be  a  poet;  but  the  two,  none  the  less,  have  been  often 
fused  in  one.  Father  Rothensteiner’s  epigrams  reveal  both  the 
magic  of  the  singer  and  the  vision  of  the  sage. 

In  this  favored  day  almost  everybody  goes  to  Europe.  That 
is  well,  but  many  of  us  don’t  go  properly  equipped.  Did  not 
Emerson  say  something  about  the  necessity  of  faring  forth 
with  the  wealth  of  the  Indies  if  we  would  bring  back  the  wealth 
of  the  Indies?  To  the  prospective  tourist  in  Florence,  in  Lon¬ 
don,  in  the  Rhine  country.  Father  Rothensteiner’s  travel  poems 
would  be  a  preparation  and  an  inspiration.  They  are  sure  to 
open  the  mind  and  expand  the  heart  and  so  make  travel  a  solace 
and  an  incentive — even  should  the  traveler  roam  but  in  the 
countries  of  the  mind. 

St.  Mary’s  College,  Oakland,  California. 
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A  FINE  ARTISTIC  CAREER 
LOUIS  HOURTICO.  Ingres.  Paris.  Librairie  Hachette.  1927. 

By  O.  B.  Jacobson 

The  artist  Jean  Auguste  Dominique  Ingres  was  born  in 
1780  in  the  little  town  of  Montauban,  some  thirty  miles  north 
of  Toulouse.  He  died  in  Paris  in  1867,  wealthy  and  honored. 
Son  of  a  painter  father,  he  received  his  early  training  in  the  arts 
first  in  Toulouse  and  later  in  Paris  under  David.  It  is  to  this 
long,  thorough  training  under  the  famous  classicists  that  Ingres 
owes  his  wonderful  power  of  drawing.  With  remarkable  skill 
he  was  able  to  express  his  ideas  with  line  and  shadows,  adding 
color  merely  as  an  accessory. 

In  1801  he  won  the  Prix  de  Rome,  but  was  obliged  to  post¬ 
pone  his  trip  to  Italy  as  the  French  government  was  at  that 
time  engrossed  in  political  readjustments.  It  is  from  the  period 
of  1801  to  1806  that  Ingres  produced  the  many  pencil  drawings 
on  which  his  fame  now  justly  rests.  The  next  six  years  he 
worked  in  Rome  where  he  came  in  contact  with  the  masters  of 
Italy,  especially  the  works  of  Raphael  who  became  with  him 
almost  a  religion.  It  was  in  Rome  that  he  produced  the  “Sphinx,” 
“Murat,"  “Jupiter  and  Thetes,”  paintings  that  were  perhaps  not 
so  greatly  appreciated  at  the  time  but  now  rank  as  his  best 
works.  After  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  Ingres  had  to  struggle  for 
existence.  He  remained  in  Rome  until  1820,  supporting  himself 
as  best  he  could.  From  this  third  period  we  have  the  “Odales- 
que,”  “Christ  giving  to  St.  Peter  the  Keys  of  Paradise,”  both 
now  in  the  Louvre. 

Life  being  difficult  in  Rome,  Ingres  found  refuge  in  Flor¬ 
ence  with  the  sculptor  Bartholoni,  a  friend  of  his'  youth.  While 
there  he  received  a  commission  from  the  French  government. 
This  painting,  called  “Le  Voeu  de  Louis  XIII,”  now  hangs  in 
the  cathedral  of  Montauban.  This  work  caused  Ingres’  return 
to  Paris  in  triumph,  and  his  life  from  this  time  on  became  a 
happy  one.  He  whole-heartedly  allied  himself  with  the  classicists. 
Although  not  a  classicist  from  the  extreme  Davidian  viewpoint, 
he  was  nevertheless  a  pronounced  enemy  of  romanticism  in  all 
its  fundamental  principles.  He  had  no  admiration  for  artists 
like  Rubens  and  Van  Dyck.  As  a  profession  of  faith  he  paint¬ 
ed  the  celebrated  “Homer  Crowned”  in  1827,  and  a  short  time 
afterwards  he  was  appointed  director  of  the  French  school  at 
Rome  where  he  lived  a  happy  life,  devoting  most  of  his  time  to 
teaching.  In  1841  he  returned  to  Paris  where  his  services  were 
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in  constant  demand.  Many  of  his  works  for  the  Orleans  family 
were  left  unfinished  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  and  have 
now  disappeared.  Among  the  works  of  this  period  are  “Venus 
Anodyomene,”  the  “Apotheosis  of  Napoleon,”  and  “Jeanne 
d’Arc,”  and  above  all  “La  Source,”  the  latter  painted  when 
Ingres  was  seventy-five,  one  of  the  most  refined  and  beautiful 
studies  of  the  nude  ever  painted  by  the  classicists.  The  tender 
outline  and  delicate  modeling  of  chaste  girlhood  is  exquisitely 
rendered. 

The  last  years  of  Ingres  life  were  his  happiest.  He  was 
surrounded  by  devoted  and  enthusiastic  pupils  and  followers, 
and  he  died  during  the  most  brilliant  period  of  the  Second 
Empire  before  his  country  had  suffered  the  deprivations  of  the 
Prussian  War.  He  broadened  and  solidified  the  principles 
established  by  David,  and  he  ranks  as  one  of  the  great  class¬ 
icists  of  France.  After  a  short  partial  eclipse,  due  to  the  advent 
of  impressionism  and  modernism,  he  is  again  receiving  respect¬ 
ful  attention  in  the  art*  world,  especially  for  his  splendid  draw¬ 
ings. 

Hachette  has  produced  a  beautiful  quarto  volume  of  his 
works,  illustrated  with  160  gravures  placed  in  chronological 
order  of  production  from  1800  to  1863.  The  book  includes  a 
complete  catalogue  of  museums  and  galleries  where  these  paint¬ 
ings  may  be  found.  The  brief  biography  written  by  the  great 
savant  Louis  Hourticq  is  ample  enough,  and  as  usual  done  in 
the  writer’s  brilliant  style.  It  is  a  valuable  and  beautiful  book. 
University  of  Oklahoma. 

A  NOTABLE  STUDY  OF  A  NOTABLE  SCIENTIST 

By  Lyman  R.  Bradley 

WILHELM  OSTWALD.  Lebenslinien.  Fine  Selbstbiographie. 

Erster  Teil.  Riga-Dorpat-Riga,  1853-1887;  Zweiter  Teil. 

Leipzig,  1887-1905;  Dritter  Teil.  Gross-Bothen  und  die 
Welt,  1905^1927.  Berlin.  Klasing  &  Co.  1926  (Vol.  I). 

1927  (Vol.  II  and  III). 

In  the  tremendous  advances  of  chemistry  during  the  past 
seventy-five  years  Wilhelm  Ostwald  has  played  an  important 
part.  Born  in  Riga  in  1853  he  showed  even  as  a  boy  a  decided 
interest  in  sciences  and  progressed  with  astonishing  rapidity  and 
success  through  the  local  Realgymnasium  and  Dorpat  University 
from  which,  after  three  semesters  of  idleness  and  three  of  in- 
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tensive  study,  he  was  granted  the  degree  of  doctor  in  1878. 
Following  a  lectureship  at  Dorpat  he  was  called  as  professor 
to  the  Polytechnikum  in  his  native  city  in  1882  and  at*  the  age 
of  34  he  occupied  the  chair  of  physical  chemistry  at  Leipzig 
which  he  filled  worthily  until  1906. 

The  period  ofi  his  greatest  activity — at  Leipzig — saw  chem¬ 
istry  develop  rapidly  as  a  science  in  its  own  right.  Before  the 
middle  of  the  last  century  a  chemist  had  often  taught  this  sub¬ 
ject  only  as  an  adjunct  to  other  sciences.  The  laboratories  were 
poor,  textbooks  only  partly  reliable  and  that  great  flood  of 
scientific  writings  in  periodicals  hardly  a  trickle.  Systematic 
instruction  in  chemistry  really  dated  with  the  founding  of 
Liebig’s  laboratory  at  Giessen  in  1824.  Strides  were  made  with 
Kolbe’s  more  adequate  quarters  at  Leipzig  in  1868.  But  even 
in  Ostwald’s  day  fine  laboratories  and  accurate  equipment  were 
uncommon.  He  played  a  part  in  their  improvement.  Text-books 
have  increased,  and  his  “Lehrbuch  der  allgemeinen  Chemie” 
(1887),  his  “Grundriss  der  allegemeinen  Chemie”  (1889),  and  his 
“Hand-  und  Hilfsbuch  zur  Ausfuehrung  physikochemischer 
Messungen”  (1893)  have  proved  valuable  aids  to  the  growth  of 
this  science,  have  passed'  through  many  editions  and  have  been 
translated  into  all  languages  in  which  sciences  are  taught.  Be¬ 
sides  them  he  issued  the  “Klassiker  der  exakten  Wissenschaften,” 
reprints  of  important  scientific  essays  which  have  reached  more 
than  200  in  number.  In  1887  he  and  the  Dutch  scientist  van’t 
Hoff  established  the  “Zeitschrift  fuer  physikalische  Chemie” 
and  in  1901  Ostwald  became  editor  of  the  “Annalen  der  Natur- 
philosophie.” 

All  of  this  activity  gave  him  an  international  reputation  and 
honors  were  bestowed  in  great  numbers.  He  is  an  honorary 
doctor  from  the  leading  universities  of  the  world,  was  first 
exchange  professor  to  America  in  1905-1906  when  he  lectured 
at  Harvard  and  in  New  York  City.  For  his  investigations  into 
the  Theory  of  Catalysis  he  received  the  Nobel  prize  in  chemistry 
along  with  Selma  Lagerloef  in  literature  and  Marconi  and  Braun 
in  physics  in  1909. 

Writing  text-books,  publishing  articles,  editing  magazines 
and  teaching  do  not  seem  to  have  taken  up  all  his  energies. 
Turning  to  philosophy  he  bound  matter  and  spirit  into  one 
system  o7  energy  in  different  forms  and  was  active  in  the  Mon¬ 
istic  movement.  He  was  interested  in  the  development  of  a 
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world  language  and  devotes  forty  pages  of  the  third  volume  to 
the  interest  he  took  in  Volapuek  and  Esperanto.  In  his  bio¬ 
graphy  he  also  expounds  his  theories  of  happiness,  history  as  a 
science,  energy,  etc.,  etc.  Since  1914  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  theory  of  color. 

Endowed  with  quick  perception  and  an  excellent  memory, 
Ostwald  has  used  the  1200  pages  at  hi$  disposal  to  write  what 
amounts  to  a  history  of  his  branch  of  science  in  his  generation. 
The  leading  professors  of  the  world — van’t  Hoff,  Arrhenius,  J. 
W.  Gibbs,  Wundt,  Pfeffer,  Bruns,  Kopp,  Hittorf,  Ramsey,  Loeh, 
Eliot,  William  James,  Royce,  Muensterberg,  Th.  W.  Richards, 
Otto,  Haeckel — are  carefully  described  physically  and  their 
spiritual  gifts  and  handicaps  set  forth.  After  the  first  volume 
the  immediate  Ostwald  family  fairly  disappears  from  the  nar¬ 
rative.  Ostwald  visited  America  three  times:  first  to  dedicate 
the  establishment  of  the  new  laboratories  at  Leland  Stanford 
Junior  University  ia  1903;  second  to  attend  the  Scientific  Con¬ 
gress  at  St  Louis  in  1904,  and  finally  as  exchange  professor  in 
1905-1906.  Even  before  he  retired  from  active  teaching  at  Leip¬ 
zig  in  1906,  Ostwald  was  internationally  at  home.  But  his 
nationalism  was  strongly  marked  and  the  reader  will  surely  re¬ 
gret  that  this  great  scientist  continually  refers  to  the  French 
as  “barbarians.” 

These  “Life  Lines”  are  most  interesting  reading  for  the 
author  proves  an  able  champion  of  his  chosen  work.  The  style 
is  simple  and  direct  with  every  paragraph  crowded  methodically 
with  information.  For  reference  the  third  volume  is  provided 
with  an  index  of  names  (over  1,000  of  them)  for  the  entire  work 
and  a  table  of  contents  for  each  volume  is  detailed  and  syste¬ 
matic.  Each  chapter  is  divided  into  sections  duly  labelled  and 
indicated  in  the  contents.  For  example:  Vol.  3,  Ch.  5,  has  “Die 
Weltsprache:  Beginn,  Die  Delegation,  Volapuek,  Esperanto, 
Esperanto  in  Amerika,”  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  In  all  respects  a  model 
biography  of  a  remarkable  mind. 

New  York  University. 

THREE  RECENT  ^ERMAN  BOOKS  on  the  United 
States  are  “Amerika  und  der  Amerikanismus.”  by  Adolph  Hal- 
feld,  Jena,  Eugen  Diederich;  “Frauen  jenseits  der  Oceane,”  by 
Margarete  Dreisch,  Heidelberg,  Niels  Kampmann;  and  “Pep, 
I.  L.  Wetscheck’s  Amerikansches  Liederbuch,”  by  Lion  Feucht- 
v.anger,  Potsdam.  Gustav  Kiepenhauer. 


FRENCH  POLEMICS 


7 


THE  JEWISH  PERIL 
By  Nathan  Altshiller  Court 

EMMANUEL  MALYNSKI.  La  Mission  du  Peuple  de  Dieu. 

Premiere  partie:  L’Erreur  du  Pr^destin6.  deux  volumes. 

Deuxieme  partie:  Le  R6veil  du  Maudit,  deux  volumes. 

Troisieme  partie  :Le  Triomphe  du  R6prouv6,  deux  vol¬ 
umes.  Quatrieme  partie:  L’Empreinte  dTsraeh  deux 
volumes.  Cinquieme  partie:  Les  filaments  de  I’His- 
toire  Contemporaine,  un  volume.  Paris,  Librairie 
Cervantes,  1925 — 8.  72  francs. 

There  is  little  in  our  contemporary  civilization  that  this 
author  has  any  use  for.  He  hates  democracy,  parliamentar¬ 
ism,  the  republican  form  of  government,  not  to  speak  of  socia¬ 
lism  or  communism.  That  the  source  of  political  authority  may 
reside  with  the  people  is  to  him  most  distasteful,  for  there  is 
nothing  he  despises  more  heartily  than  the  crowd.  Rousseau's 
teaching  that  people  are  born  good  is  the  greatest  piece  of  non¬ 
sense  that  has  ever  been  enunciated.  Modern  science  is  stupid 
and  short-sighted,  biblical  criticism  perversive,  our  ethical  stand¬ 
ards  degrading.  In  one  word,  we  are  headed  for  perdition. 

The  author  has  his  ideals.  The  model  society  is  one  or¬ 
ganized  on  a  hierachical  basis,  as  the  army  or  the  Catholic 
church  are  at  present,  and  as  the  feudal  society  was  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Ages.  In  those  blissful  days  everybody  knew  his  place  in 
society,  knew  to  whom  he  owed  obedience,  knew  his  superior, 
the  head  of  the  organization  being  the  king  who  held  his  author¬ 
ity  by  “divine  right”  and  was  controlled  by  the  church  hierarchy, 
the  visible  representative  of  the  divinity  on  earth. 

But  if  we  once  had  an  ideal  social  organization,  how  has 
it  come  to  pass  that  we  have  now  fallen  so  low?  That  is 
simple.  In  the  beginning  was  Israel,  the  chosen  people  of 
God.  In  a  pagan  world  Israel  alone  has  conceived  of  the  One 
God,  of  the  moral  teachings  of  the  Decalogue.  Israel  has  pro¬ 
duced  the  psalmist  and  the  prophets,  has  created  the  only  great 
literature  the  world  knows,  and  above  all  Israel  has  foreseen  and 
foretold  the  coming  of  the  Messiah. 

When  the  Messiah  came,  however,  the  chosen  people  failed 
to  recognize  Him,  and  thus  they  became  the  outcasts  of  hu¬ 
manity.  In  opposition  to  the  Gospel  the  Jews  created  the  Tal¬ 
mud  which  is  the  incarnation  of  the  spirit  of  evil,  nay,  of  the 
Devil  himself.  Maddened  by  his  mistake,  Israel  has  sworn 
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eternal  hate  and  vengance  to  those  who  accepted  the  Messiah. 
The  history  o{  humanity  for  the  last  two  thousand  years  is 
nothing  but  the  life  and  death  struggle  between  the  Talmud  and 
the  Gospel.  But  blind  as  this  hatred  of  the  Jews  towards  the 
Christians  may  be,  it  has  its  shadings.  “Ce  sont  ceux  qui  sont  le 
plus  integralement  et  le  plus  specifiquement  chretiens,  les  catholi- 
qres  romains  qui  occupent  les  places  sur  les  gradins  les  plus  eleves 
de  la  haine.  Ensuite,  viennent  les  schismatiques  grecs,  puis  les 
anglicans,  enfin  les  sectes  protestantes  anglo-saxonnes,  lesquelles, 
en  proportion  de  leur  eloignement  de  I’esprit  du  Christ,  devien- 
nent  pour  I’orthodoxie  juive  de  moins  en  moins  haissables.” 

During  the  Middle  Ages  the  kings  “by  divine  right”  knew 
how  to  keep  the  Jew  in  check  and  make  him  harmless.  The 
first  breach  in  the  protective  armor  w'as  made  by  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  the  second  by  the  French  Revolution.  If  the  historians 
have  failed  to  notice  that  in  either  of  these  great  events  the  Jews 
have  played  a  part  of  any  importance,  that  is  simply  because 
the  Jews  and  the  Devil  have  a  genius  for  anonymity.  But 
these  two  movements  have  led  up  to  our  democracy  in  poli¬ 
tics  and  to  capitalism  in  economics,  the  highest  triumph  of  the 
Jews,  for  capitalism  and  Judaism  are  synonymous.  If  there  are 
any  non-Jewdsh  capitalists  and  bankers,  it  is  because  the  Jews 
tolerate  them  as  a  blind.  If  Jewish  socialism  and  Jewish  com¬ 
munism  seem  to  oppose  and  to  fight  capitalism,  this  is  only  a 
sham,  the  better  to  hide  the  ultimate  purpose  of  the  Jews:  the 
complete  subjugation  and  exploitation  of  the  Christian  world. 
But,  the  puzzled  reader  may  ask,  how  can  the  tail  wag  the  dog? 
How  can  the  insignificant  Jewish  minority  dominate  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions  of  Christians?  The  disarming  answer  is:  This 
is  the  new  miracle  of  Israel. 

Accept  this  philosophy  of  history  who  may. 

University  of  Oklahoma. 


IN  A  RECENT  SURVEY  taken  to  ascertain  what  German 
authors  were  read  in  America,  Hauptmann’s  “Die  Versunkene 
Glocke”  and  Sudermann’s  “Frau  Sorge”  led  among  the  older 
authors.  Wassermann  was  at  the  head  of  the  list,  with  Franz 
Werfel  making  a  good  showing.  Ludwig,  Keyserling,  and  Ar¬ 
thur  Schnitzler  were  favorites  with  a  great  number.  Rilke,  one 
of  the  greatest,  received  little  recognition.  Foreign  poetry  is  little 
read  in  this  country. 
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fiMAN  MARTIN,  Locutions  et  Proverbes.  Paris.  Bibliotheque 
des  Chercheurs  et  des  Curieux.  Delagrave.  1928.  8  francs. 

This  little  book  will  doubtless  prove  interesting  and  useful  to 
teachers  of  French.  The  publishers  have  here  collected  M. 
Martin’s  explanations  of  the  origins  of  two  hundred  sayings  and 
proverbs.  Evidently  the  author  “prend  son  bien  oil  il  le  trouve.” 
Citing  Littre,  Larousse,  the  Encyclopedie  and  the  like,  he  usually 
makes  no  claim  to  original  research. 

At  times  (see  “titi,”  p.  45)  he  makes  an  out-and-out  guess; 
at  others  one  may  well  question  his  judgment,  as,  for  instance, 
when  he  rejects  Nisard’s  explanation  of  “Heureux  comme  un 
coq  en  pate.”  For,  as  Littre  points  out,  Nisard’s  explanation  seems 
very  plausible  inasmuch  as  Desperiers  uses  “coq  en  panier”  in 
the  same  sense  and  so  do  the  Normans. 

However  M.  Martin’s  comments  are  usually  well  documented 
and  sound.  His  discussions  of  “monter  sur  ses  grands  chevaux,” 
“bissextile,”  “pile  ou  face,”  and  “monnaie  de  singe”  seem  especial¬ 
ly  good. 

Southern  Methodist  University.  — Charles  F.  Zeek. 

ETIENNE  LE  GAL.  ftcrivez.  .  .  ?  N*6crivez  pas.  .  .  ?  Paris. 
Bibliotheque  des  Chercheurs  et  des  Curieux.  Paris.  Delagrave. 
1928.  7.50  francs. 

This  should  prove  a  valuable  little  reference  book  for  any 
teacher  of  French.  The  author  gives  not  only  the  “nuances, 
tolerances  et  libertes  grammaticales”  and  their  underlying  ex¬ 
planations  but  also  gives  the  rulings  of  the  Academic  and  of 
the  Arrete  Ministeriel  de  1901  on  the  subject.  Further  he 
adds  countless  illustrations  from  leading  writers  on  the  17th, 
18th  and  19th  centuries  with  special  stress  on  current  usage. 
Among  the  subjects  discussed  are:  when  “aimer”  may  be  used 
without  “a”  before  an  infinitive;  when  “c’est”  may  be  substi¬ 
tuted  for  “ce  sont;”  when  to  use  “mil”  or  “mille;”  when  the 
spelling  “bijous,  balaierez,  les  Corneilles”  may  be  tolerated. 
All  in  all  an  exceedingly  well  documented  little  book. 

Southern  Methodist  University.  — Charles  F.  Zeek. 
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Encyclopedic  par  Tlmage:  Let  Animaux. — Hittoire  de  I’Art.— 
L* Aviation.— Let  Cathedralet.—  Let  Chateaux  de  France.— 
Let  Chemint  de  Fer.— Le  CieL— Let  Coloniec  Fran$aitet. 

— Hictwe  du  Coatume. — L'ElectricittA— Hittoire  de 

France. — ^Jeanne  d’Arc. — La  Mer. — Moliire. — La  My- 
thologie. — Napoleon. — Let  Oiteaux. — Parit. — Pat- 
teur.— Let  Racet  humainet. — Rembrandt. — La 

Revolution  Fransaite. — Le  Romantitme. — La 

T.  S.  F. — Vertaillet. — Victor  Hugo. — Paris 
Hachette,  3.50  francs  per  volume. 

It  is  not  only  the  illiterate  who  are  reached  more  effectively 
by  a  picture  than  a  dissertation.  The  cartoonist  wields  an  in¬ 
fluence  which  no  writer  can  hope  to  command.  Visual  edu¬ 
cation  has  been  making  wonderful  strides  in  the  past  few  years. 
Now  one  of  the  most  substantial  of  the  Paris  publishing  houses, 
the  excellent  Librairie  Hachette,  undertakes  a  series  of  vol¬ 
umes  which  will  eventually  constitute  a  sort  of  encyclopedia, 
and  whose  slender  modicum  of  text  is  written  about  a  carefully 
chosen  set  of  pictures,  one  hundred  and  fifty  for  each  volume. 
Several  dozen  of  these  volumes  have  already  appeared,  and 
they  are  coming  out  at  frequent  intervals.  Since  they  sell  at 
less  than  fifteen  cents  apiece  (imagine  securing  an  excellently 
printed  monograph  on  electricity,  the  history  of  art,  Napoleon, 
or  what  not,  for  fifteen  cents!),  they  are  in  reach  of  the  modestest 
purse,  and  several  of  them  are  already  selling  well  into  their 
second  hundred  thousand.  We  have  mentioned  one  or  two  of 
the  series  before,  and  shall  no  doubt  have  occasion  to  speak  of 
later  additions.  The  idea  of  the  “Encyclopedic  par  ITmage" 
was  a  real  inspiration. 

— R.  T.  H. 

COLONEL  NEMOURS.  Histoire  Militaire  de  la  Guerre 
dTndipendance  de  Saint-Domingue.  2  Vols.  Paris.  Berger- 
Levrault.  1925.  27  francs. 

Colonel  Nemour’s  two  volumes  on  the  war  for  independence 
in  Santo  Domingo  are  a  contribution  to  the  literature  of  that 
alluring  island  and  to  the  study  of  Napoleon’s  era.  Fully  half 
of  the  first  volume  is  devoted  to  valuable  chapters  on  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  conflict  in  Haiti;  the  cause  of  the  expedition  of 
Le  Clerc,  the  economic  situation  of  Santo  Domingo  during  the 
eighteenth  century;  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Toussaint-Louverture.  With  the  battleground  por- 
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traycd,  the  remainder  of  the  book  details  the  struggle  against 
France. 

The  chief  purpose  of  the  invasion,  Colonel  Nemours  be¬ 
lieves,  was  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  blacks  and  reduce 
them  again  to  obedience  to  their  former  masters.  To  support 
his  theory  the  author  produces  weighty  evidence  that  will, 
doubtless,  cause  historians  to  recognize  his  contention  as  one 
of  the  major  causes.  In  the  next  chapter  illuminating  figures 
show  the  amazing  richness  of  Haiti:  in  1720  the  island  pro¬ 
duced  over  twenty-two  million  livres  of  sugar;  in  1790,  almost 
163,500,000  livres.  Similar  increases  are  recorded  for  cotton, 
coffee,  indigo,  etc.  Further,  it  is  astounding  to  note  that  in 
1788  six  hundred  ships  were  required  to  take  to  France  products 
amounting  to  248,785,528  livres, — adequate  to  the  incentive  of 
the  Lc  Clerc  expedition.  In  the  chapters  regarding  government 
the  author  sets  out  in  full  the  texts  of  the  Black  Code  of  1685, 
and  the  island’s  constitution  of  1801,  which  incorporated  many 
beneficent  ideas  that  Toussaint-Louverture  acquired  during  his 
rule.  Indeed,  Nemour’s  study  of  the  Black  General’s  achieve¬ 
ment  in  the  field  of  government,  a  distinct  addition  to  our 
knowledge  of  the  man,  shows  him  to  be  an.  administrator  with 
abilities  of  the  highest  order.  The  study  of  the  campaigns  of 
Toussaint-Louverture,  Le  Clerc,  and  their  respective  generals 
is  scholarly,  penetrating,  and  in  places  graphic.  The  inclusion 
here  of  a  large  and  excellent  military  map  is  welcomed.  The 
second  volume  of  440  pages,  reproducing  pertinent  documents 
relating  to  the  military  history,  selected  from  War,  Naval  and 
Colonial  archives  of  France  doubles  the  value  of  the  entire  work. 

Colonel  Nemours’  study  of  the  ideas,  trials,  and  work  of  his 
great  countryman  places  the  Black  General  high  in  the  ranks 
of  the  leaders  who  have  come  out  of  the  American  Mediterran¬ 
ean.  More  than  a  history  of  the  Haitian  war  for  independence, 
the  book  brings  out  vividly  the  economic  importance  of  this 
single  island  and  thereby  directs  attention  to  the  Caribbean,  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt,  a  principal,  if  not,  the  leading  center  of  Ameri¬ 
can  history  throughout  the  colonial  period. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — A.  B.  Thomas 

GENET  &  CHELBATZ.  Histoire  des  Peuplea  Masras-Quichis. 

Paris.  Les  Editions  Genet.  1927. 

The  present  volume  is  but  one  of  a  planned  series  written 
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in  popular  vein  dealing  with  aboriginal  American  life.  The 
principal  subjects  considered  are  the  geography  of  the  Maya 
territory,  the  linguistic  divisions  of  the  race,  a  discussion  of 
the  chief  sources,  Spanish,  native  and  inscriptive,  Maya  re¬ 
ligion,  social  life,  customs,  and  the  history  of  the  region  from 
the  coming  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury. 

The  author  recognizes  the  impossibility  of  determining,  at 
present,  when  the  Mayas  reached  North  America,  but  ventures 
to  give  the  second  millenium  B.  C.  as  likely.  Relying  upon  Maya 
tradition,  the  writers  are  led  to  state  as  a  fact  that  these  people 
once  lived  in  the  Mississippi  River  region  of  the  U.  S.,  a  belief 
gravely  questioned  and  little  supported  by  modern  anthropolo¬ 
gists.  Important  and  valuable  is  the  account  of  the  founding 
of  the  principal  Maya  cities  and  intertribal  wars  before  the 
Spanish  Conquest.  Small  but  good  maps  accompany  this  por¬ 
tion  of  the  work.  In  conclusion  the  authors  noting  the  re¬ 
markable  richness  of  Maya  civilization,  call  attention  to  the  in¬ 
teresting  fact  that  these  people  built  up  their  culture  without  the 
aid  of  domesticated  animals  such  as  the  ancients  had  available. 

The  work  as  a  whole  provides  a  survey  of  this  intriguing 
region  useful  to  the  general  reader.  There  is  a  brief  biblio¬ 
graphy;  two  appendices  contain  brief  selections  from  the  Jour¬ 
nal  attributed  to  Quetzalcohuatl-Kukulkan  and  from  the  “Re- 
lacion  de  las  cosas  de  Yucatan”  of  Diego  de  Landa  with  that  of 
Antonio  Chi. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — A.  B.  Thomas. 

FIRM  IN  ROZ.  Les  Etats-Unis  d’Amerique.  Paris.  Librairie 
Felix  Alcan.  1927. 

In  this  little  book  the  able  editor  of  “France-Amerique” 
undertakes  to  acquaint  the  French  reader  with  the  political, 
social,  economic,  and  cultural  life  of  the  United  States.  Less 
ambitious  than  the  remarkable  book,  ‘‘Les  Etas-Unis  d’aujour- 
d’hui”  by  Sieg^fried,  the  present  small  volume  nevertheless  ac¬ 
complishes  its  task  with  much  success.  M.  Roz  has  a  good 
deal  of  substantial  first-hand  information  on  the  subject,  and 
he  chooses  his  authorities  judiciously,  when  he  needs  them. 

While  written  for  Europeans,  the  book  will  attract  Ameri¬ 
can  readers,  for  more  reasons  than  one.  They  will  be  interested 
to  know  what  a  competent  and  sympathetic  foreign  observer 
may  consider  of  importance  to  tell  his  own  countrymen  about 
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the  United  States.  Then  M.  Roz  constantly  compares  Ameri¬ 
can  conditions  and  American  institutions  with  those  of  France, 
and  the  American  reader  will  thus  learn,  in  a  very  effective  way, 
to  understand  the  conditions  in  France;  in  addition,  he  will 
acquire  a  vocabulary  on  social  and  political  questions  which  is 
not  readily  obtained  from  purely  literary  works. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Nathan  Altshiller  Court. 

JEAN  PAIN.  Le  Duel  des  Sexes.  Collection  “les  Cahiers  de  la 
Femme.”  Paris.  Editions  Radot.  10  francs. 

Armed  with  three  powerful  intellectual  weapons — lucidity 
of  style,  keen  analytical  judgment  and  remarkable  erudition — 
Jean  Pain  produces  a  book  which  affords  instructive,  entertain¬ 
ing  and  convincing  reading.  He  analyses  the  different  existing 
theories  as  to  the  cause  of  the  social  inferiority  of  woman  and 
proves  that  there  is  no  real  reason  for  any  social  inequality  of 
the  sexes.  The  last  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the 
feminist  movement. 

One  by  one  M.  Pain  takes  up  arguments  used  to  prove  the 
intellectual  inferiority  of  women,  and  shows  how  much  even  the 
greatest  minds  gave  way,  in  their  reasoning,  to  preconceived 
ideas.  Those  who  found  woman  more  emotional  than  man,  found 
in  her  emotions  an  obstacle  for  serious  and  deep  creative  thought: 
those  who  thought  woman  less  deeply  emotional  than  man. 
reasoned,  to  the  contrary,  that  the  weaker  emotions  went  hand 
in  hand  with  a  weaker  intellect.  The  same  with  the  statement 
that  woman  is  more  cowardly  than  man,  and,  to  the  contrary, 
more  courageous.  There  is  a  certain  touch  of  humor  in  the 
author’s  expose  of  these  inconsistencies.  But  the  reader  can 
hardly  escape  the  admixture  of  some  sadness  arising  from  this 
proof  of  the  unreliability  of  human  reasoning.  And  yet  M. 
Pain’s  seems  sound.  Is  it  because  the  reviewer  is  in  sympathy 
with  his  conclusions? 

Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 

GIRARDET,  PHILIPPE.  Les  Affaires  et  les  Hommes.  Paris. 

Berger-Levrault.  1927.  10  francs. 

The  gospel  of  business  efficiency  has  at  last  reached  the 
outskirts  of  French  literature  in  this  banal  collection  of  sayings 
of  a  not-too-tired  business  man.  It  is  not  the  gospel  of  Service 
according  to  Bruce  Barton,  for  M.  Girardet  is  at  least  too  so¬ 
phisticated  for  that  sort  of  naivete.  But  it  is  thoroughly  ortho- 
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dox  in  its  discovery  that  “II  y  a  une  mystique  des  affaires”  of 
which  MM.  Rockefeller,  Taylor,  and  Ford  (who  on  vacation 
deigns  to  wash  his  own  clothes  in  the  river)  are  the  major 
prophets  (and  profit-takers).  America,  it  appears  to  the  author, 
“has  no  class-struggle,  because  it  has  no  classes.”  The  proof  of 
this  is  that  it  is  often  difficult  on  Broadway  to  tell  a  workman 
from  a  millionaire.  Thanks  may  properly  be  tendered  to  M 
Girardet,  however,  for  his  definition  of  a  banker  as  “a  man  who 
will  gladly  lend  you  a  parasol  when  the  sun  shines,  but  who 
pitilessly  refuses  you  an  umbrella  when  it  rains.” 

Union  College.  — Harold  A.  Larrabee. 

LONDRES.  Marseille,  Porte  du  Sud.  Paris.  Les  Editions  de 
France.  1927.  12  francs. 

A  book  designed  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  Marseilles 
as  a  seaport  and  to  describe  its  cosmopolitan  life.  It  is  written 
in  an  endeavor  to  inform  the  French  of  the  importance  and  in¬ 
terest  their  greatest  seaport  possesses.  Marseilles’  importance 
is  too  little  known,  not  only  to  the  French  of  the  north  who 
think  Paris  everything  but  also  to  foreigners  who  hurry  through 
Marseilles  in  order  to  reach  Cannes,  Nice  and  Monte  Carlo  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Marseilles  is  for  them  merely  a  convenient 
place  for  a  “changement  de  train.” 

Shattuck  School.  — James  M.  L.  Cooley. 

C.  ROUVEL-MEYER.  Incertitudes  et  Variations  de  Monsieur 
Poincair6  et  de  ses  pr6d6cesseurs  en  matidies  financi^es. 

Paris.  Les  Editions  Genet.  1927.  10  francs. 

The  chaotic  condition  of  the  finances  of  France  since  the 
World  War  receive  attention  in  this  little  volume.  M.  Poincare 
is  criticized  severely  but  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  finances  of 
France  were  in  full  decomposition  and  the  country  was  on  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy  when  M.  Poincare  took  up  his  work. 
Some  of  the  worst  phases  of  disaster  were  postponed  by  arti- 
fically  maintaining  the  value  of  the  franc,  but  the  continuance 
of  such  a  policy  is  destined  to  bring  failure. 

The  author  points  out  the  need  of  the  French  people  to 
produce  and  economize.  Taxes  have  already  attained  their 
maximum  but  some  improvement  might  be  attained  by  dimin¬ 
ishing  the  direct  taxes  and  increasing  the  indirect  taxes,  with 
a  view  to  democratic  distribution  of  the  burden.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  reviewer  such  a  tax  policy  might  be  more  acceptable  to 
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the  populace  but  could  not  contribute  materially  to  alleviation 
of  the  difficulties.  A  sympathetic  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
author  toward  German  reparation  might  be  wished  for  but 
scarcely  expected  in  view  of  the  feeling  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  and  in  view  of  the  expectation,  on  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  payment  of  the  French  debt  to  this  country. 

In  the  appendix  of  this  little  book  may  be  found  extracts 
from  treaties  and  conventions  relating  to  the  American  debt  to 
France  contracted  during  the  18th  century.  The  author  points 
out  that  America  has  not  afforded  France  liberal  treatment  at 
all  comparable  to  that  of  France  when  she  cancelled  the  in¬ 
terest  on  loans  contracted  during  the  American  Revolution. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  the  subsidies,  totalling  nearly  two 
million  dollars,  were  virtually  gifts  on  the  part  of  France.  If 
should  be  remembered,  however,  that  a  protracted  dispute  en¬ 
sued  concerning  the  payment  of  the  American  debt  to  France, 
and  that  France,  although  magnanimous,  perhaps  yielded  to 
economic  necessity.  Perhaps  this  same  economic  necessity  im¬ 
pels  in  some  American  bankers,  who  are  now  advocating  can¬ 
cellation  of  the  French  debt  on  the  ground  that  the  French  can¬ 
not  make  payments  to  the  United  States  government  and  pay 
interest  on  loans  from  American  bankers  at  the  same  time. 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — John  B.  Ewing. 

R.  PBRIB.  La  Petite  Acole  du  Citoyen.  Paris.  Librairie  Gedalge. 

1925.  6.50  and  10  francs. 

This  little  volume  is,  as  the  title  suggests,  a  text  book  of 
civics.  The  word  civics  is  not  taken  by  the  author  in  its  nar¬ 
rowest  connotations  but  in  its  broadest  extension  so  as  to  stretch 
its  meaning  to  humanitarianism.  The  treatment  of  the  subject 
falls  into  three  parts;  human  society,  its  history  and  its  marvels; 
war,  heroism  and  fanaticism;  peace  in  justice  and  fraternity.  As 
can  be  readily  seen  from  a  perusal  of  the  table  of  contents,  the 
text  book  is  based  essentially  on  lay  ethics  and  Rousseauistic 
humanitarianism.  The  teaching  of  civics  has  been  carefully  de¬ 
tached  from  any  religious  association.  The  text  is  interspersed 
with  numerous  quotations  from  poets  who  expressed  similar 
thoughts  and  it  contains  countless  references  to  historical  events 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  inspire  children  with  generous  and  noble 
aspirations.  The  spirit  which  prompted  the  author  to  write 
the  book  was,  indeed,  one  of  deep  personal  conviction  and  of 
remarkable  sincerity.  Yet,  his  work  sounds  hollow  and  arti- 
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fical  besides  being,  at  times,  most  elementary  and  naive;  ac¬ 
cordingly,  it  is  quite  doubtful  whether  the  arguments  advanced 
in  it  will  not  constitute  a  poor  appeal  to^  a  true  realization,  on 
the  part  of  children,  of  the  higher  sense  of  civic  life. 

Harvard  University.  — J.  M.  Carriere. 

N.  BOUKHARINE.  La  theorie  du  materialisme  historique. 
Manuel  populaire  de  sociologie  marxiste.  Paris.  1927.  Edi¬ 
tions  Sociales  Internationales.  25  francs. 

An  expose  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  Karl  Marx  in 
which  the  author  opposes  the  old  general  conceptions  of  the 
world  because  he  believes  them  undermined  by  many  different 
schools  of  philosophy.  His  attention  is  then  directed  toward  the 
support  of  the  theory  of  historical  materialism  which  he  holds 
will  result  in  the  transition  from  the  capitalistic  to  the  social¬ 
istic  form  of  “Humanity.”  It  is  a  philosophic  work.  Each 
chapter  is  followed  by  a  small  but  carefully  selected  bibliography. 
At  the  end  is  attached  a  supplement:  Breves  remarques  sur  le 
probleme  de  la  thwrie  du  materialisme  historique.  Although 
presented  in  popular  form  the  work  is  an  acceptable  introduction 
to  the  theories  of  an  important  aspect  of  modern  social  science, 
namely  Marxist  communism. 

University  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell. 

G.  V.  PLfiKHANOV.  Lcs  questions  fondamentales  du  marx- 
isme.  Paris.  Editions  Sociales  Internationales.  1927.  9  francs. 

This  is  the  last  published  work  of  the  great  Russian  soci¬ 
alist.  Other  works  of  his,  such  as  “Le  socialisme  et  la  lutte 
politique”  (published  in  1883)  and  “De  Tart,”  are  well  known. 
Plekhanov  was  a  prodigious  writer  on  political,  biological, 
philosophical,  historical,  and  economic  themes,  as  the  many 
volumes  of  his  Oeuvres  reveal.  This  one  work  brilliantly  in¬ 
vestigates  the  tenets  of  Marxism  and  shows  the  author’s  method 
of  laying  under  tribute  the  works  of  biologists  and  philosophers. 
The  influence  of  Feuerbach,  the  German  philosopher,  on  Marx 
and  the  absolute  dependence  of  Marxism  on  the  physical  and 
economic  forces  of  life  make  the  volume  well  worth  this  re¬ 
print. 

The  collection  of  seventeen  pages  of  critical  notes  by  the 
editor  of  the  reprint,  D.  Riazanov,  is  the  most  critical  and  use¬ 
ful  set  of  notes  I  have  ever  seen  in  any  similar  book.  They  are 
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especially  valuable  to  American  students  of  socialism  and  the 
biological  bases  of  economic  evolution. 

University  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell. 

MARCEL  MARION.  Ce  Qu’il  Faut  Connaitre  des  Crises 
Financiires  de  Notre  Histoire-  Paris,  Boivin  &  Cie. 

This  little  book  is  a  short  history  of  government  finance  of 
the  French  nation  from  the  decline  of  Feudalism  up  to  the 
close  of  the  Franco-Prussian  War  in  1871.  As  indicated  by  the 
title  the  author  places  major  emphasis  upon  the  influence  of  the 
issuance  of  paper  money  upon  the  soundness  of  the  monetary 
system  of  the  nation. 

Four  outstanding  phases  of  France’s  financial  history  are 
discussed:  (1)  Growth  of  public  expenditures  and  revenues  up 
to  the  death  of  Louis  XIV  (1715);  (2)  The  bank  notes  of  John 
Law  and  the  resulting  crisis  of  1720;  (3)  The  Assignats  and 
Mandats  of  the  Revolution  (1789-1799)  and  the  balancing  of 
the  budget  under  the  Consulate  and  Empire;  (4)  Financial  re¬ 
sults  of  the  Revolutions  of  the  19th  century  (1830  and  1848)  and 
the  financial  effects  of  the  War  of  1870. 

In  developing  these  four  historical  phases  the  author  points 
out  clearly;  the  inevitable  results  of  the  government’s  following 
certain  financial  policies.  The  inheritance  left  by  Louis  XIV 
was  an  unbalanced  budget — when  expenditures  far  exceeded  reve¬ 
nues.  The  nation  attempted  to  remedy  the  unsound  situation 
by  issuing  unsecured  bank  notes  under  Law.  The  result  was 
the  bursting  of  the  Bubble  in  1720  which  resulted  in  repudiation 
of  the  bank  notes  and  financial  ruin  for  many.  The  assignats 
and  mandats  of  the  Revolution  were  issued  to  finance  the  gov¬ 
ernmental  deficit.  The  volume  of  the  assignats  was  increased 
and  they  depreciated  until  they  became  worthless.  The  lesson 
is  made  clear  that  the  over-issuance  of  paper  money  by  the 
government  is  detrimental  to  national  welfare. 

Professor  Marion  is  a  clear  and  forceful  writer.  The  book 
is  easy  reading  for  one  who  has  moderate  acquaintance  with 
the  French  language.  The  work  is  of  value  to  all  students  of 
Public  Finance  or  of  monetary  questions.  It  should  be  of  par¬ 
ticular  value  to  the  statesmen  of  France  who  are  now  handling 
the  post-war  financial  problems  of  the  French  Republic. 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — Arthur  B.  Adams. 
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PIERRE  VACHET.  L’lnqoiitude  Sexuelle.  Paris.  Bernard 

Grasset.  1927. 

Like  most  works  dealing  with  sexual  unrest,  this  one  will 
not  appeal  to  the  tastes  of  all,  but  no  fair-minded  individual 
will  hesitate  to  admire  the  author’s  sincerity  .and  his  firm  stand 
against  prudery,  quackery,  and  the  gratuitous  assumptions  of 
Freudianism.  After  analyzing  the  phases  and  manifestations 
of  normal  unrest  and  perversion  he  advocates  a  program  under 
which  society  is  called  upon  to  educate  the  adolescent  while 
leaving  the  pervert  to  the  physician  and  the  normal  individual 
to  self-discipline  in  so  far  as  maintaining  the  equilibrium  of 
functions  is  concerned.  The  pitfalls  of  promiscuity  are  to  be 
further  avoided  by  early  marriage  and  physical  exercise,  espec¬ 
ially  for  those  engaged  in  intellectual  occupations. 

— W.  A.  W. 

PROSPER  MBRIMBE.  Lettres  d’Espagne.  Paris.  Editions 
Lemarget.  1927.  45,  65,  80  and  120  francs. 

Of  the  six  letters  written  during  Merimee’s  journey  in 
Spain,  in  1830,  that  are  here  brought  together  for  the  first  time, 
none  is  really  “inedite.”  Four  of  them,  all  of  which  originally 
appeared  in  the  “Revue  de  Paris,”  are  accessible  in  Merimee’s 
works,  the  first  three,  “Les  combats  de  taureaux,”  “Une  execu¬ 
tion,”  and  "Les  voleurs,”  in  “Mosaique;”  the  fourth,  “Les 
sorcieres  espagnoles,”  in  “Dernieres  nouvelles.”  The  lettre  on 
the  Museum  of  Madrid  was  published  in  “L’Artiste”  in  March, 
1831,  and  the  one  addressed  to  Mademoiselle  Duvaucel  in  the 
“Carnet  Historique  et  Litteraire”  of  Feb.  15,  1900;  neither  has 
previously  been  reprinted.  In  all  but  the  last  the  printed  text 
has  been  followed.  For  the  last  the  manuscript  has  been  con¬ 
sulted,  and  several  errors  of  the  earlier  reading  corrected.  A 
portrait  of  Merimee  in  1825  by  David  d’ Angers  and  a  delightful 
sketch  of  Merimee  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  journey  and  of 
the  circumstances  attending  it,  by  way  of  introduction,  by  M. 
Maurice  Levaillant,  add  to  the  interest  of  the  book.  In  paper, 
type  and  execution  it  will  please  the  lovers  of  books. 

University  of  Michigan.  — A.  G.  Canfield. 

J.  P.  PINCHON.  Les  Provinces  de  Prance  illustries,  et  leurs 
divisions  dipartementales.  Paris  Ed.  Blondel  la  Rougery. 

1927.  18  and  90  francs. 

The  genial  genius  Pinchon,  he  of  the  “Albums  de  Becassine,” 
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has  outdone  himself  in  this  jovial  text-book  of  French  geogn’aphy. 
If  there  is  a  way  of  learning  what  is  where  in  France  without 
painful  effort,  this  volume  is  certainly  that  way.  Each  of  the 
ancient  provinces  has  on  a  left-hand  page  its  map,  showing  its 
present  division  into  departements  and  sous-prefectures,  and  on 
the  right-hand  page  the  outline  of  the  province  on  a  larger  scale, 
with  vivid  illustrations  showing  the  chief  activity  of  each  section. 
These  illustrations  can  no  more  be  described  than  can  the  sun¬ 
set.  Order  the  book,  whether  you  are  seven  or  seventy,  for  the 
good  of  your  mind  and  your  digestion. 

— R.  T.  H. 

M.  MARNAS.  Quel  est  done  cet  homme?  Paris.  Perrin.  1927. 

15  francs. 

A  life  of  Jesus  in  simple  narrative  form,  the  result  of  an 
exhaustive  study  of  at  least  the  easily  accessible  sources  of  in¬ 
formation,  but  specifically  disclaiming  all  pretension  to  throw 
new  light  on  the  subject,  this  book  is  nevertheless  different  from 
all  lives  of  Jesus  hitherto  published.  The  author  hesitates  over 
no  moot  points,  but  at  such  junctures  calmly  accepts  the  solu¬ 
tion  which  seems  to  him  the  more  or  the  most  probable,  and 
except  for  an  occasional  foot-note  never  even  hints  that  others 
have  thought  differently.  A  little  heavily  freighted  with  the 
curious  lore  of  Jewish  belief  and  custom,  the  narrative  gains  in 
color  from  these  constantly  playing  side-lights.  And  the  simple 
confidence  which  moves  so  easily  to  the  conclusion  that  “Pie 
XI  est  le  successeur  direct  de  Simon  Pierre”  is  soothing  as  well 
as  edifying.  An  excellent  book  for  good  Catholics,  and  for  that 
matter,  not  a  bad  book  for  good  Protestants. 

— R.  T.  H 

PAUL  RfiMOND.  Llieure  d’ob^ir.  Paris.  Librairie  Bloud  & 

Gay.  1928. 

This  clearly  written  and  judiciously  planned  book  by  the 
Bishop  of  Clisma  is  a  statement  of  the  Catholic  position  in  the 
recent  French  brainstorm  occasioned  by  the  ecclesiastical  dis¬ 
approval  of  the  politico-religious  movement  fostered  by  L’ Action 
Frangaise.  It  is  a  book;  of  the  hour  over  there.  On  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  its  importance  is  mainly  academic,  though  a 
thoughtful  American  reader,  even  should  he  bei  a  Mercurian  or 
a  Holy  Roller,  will  learn  from  it  several  wholesome  truths  and 
perhaps  be  able  to  deduce  several  useful  generalizations. 

St.  Mary’s  College,  Oakland,  Calif.  — Brother  Leo. 
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BRIAN-CHANINOV.  L’figlise  Russe.  Paris.  Grasset.  1928. 

12  francs. 

A  full  and  scholarly  account  of  the  Russian  Church  from 
the  end  of  the  tenth  century  to  that  of  the  nineteenth.  Christ¬ 
ianity  was  introduced  in  Russia  by  missionaries  under  the  royal 
patronage  of  the  Princess  Olga  and  of  Vladimir  by  the  simple 
process  of  driving  men,  women  and  children  into  rivers,  where 
the  priest  recited  prayers  over  them.  Separated  from  Rome  and 
affiliated  with  the  Greek  Church,  its  history  was  turbulent.  The 
author  explains  the  chaotic  history  of  the  church  by  the  mingling 
of  races  in  the  immense  territory  of  Russia, — races  who  were 
“in  continual  strife  against  hostile  conditions  of  existence,  a  rig¬ 
orous  climate  and'  an  oppressive  power;  and  above  all  deprived 
through  centuries  of  firm  moral  or  religious  direction.” 

Amherst,  Mass.  — Margaret  D.  E.  Morse. 

SBDIR.  Bibliotheque  des  Amities  Spirituelles.  L’Evangile  et  le 
Probleme  du  Savoir. — Le  Vrai  Chemin  vers  le  Vrai  Dieu. — 

Les  Sept  Jardins  Mystiques. — La  Vraie  Religion. — Les 
Amities  Spirituelles. — Le  Devoir  Spiritualiste. — 

Nos  Esclavages  et  Notre  Liberty. — Bihorel-les- 
Rouen.  Legrand.  1927. 

These  seven  tracts  of  the  thirty-three  published  by  the  group 
led  by  M.  Sedir  manifest  two  ancient  and  pathetic  human  ten¬ 
dencies;  the  urge  to  recover  primitive  Christianity,  and  the  de¬ 
sire  to  include  all  the  good  elements  in  all  religions  in  the  new 
version  of  the  old  faith.  Several  of  these  booklets  protest  that 
the  movement  which  they  describe  is  not  an  attempt  to  found 
another  sect,  but  merely  a  grouping  of  mystically-inclined  kind¬ 
red  spirits  who  agree  to  seek  God  directly  through  prayer  with¬ 
out  any  intermediary  whatsoever.  There  are  no  signs  in  these 
booklets  that  this  band  of  zealots  has  solved  the  problem  of 
organizing  the  spiritual  life,  or  of  making  mysticism  intellectual¬ 
ly  respectable.  Authors  recommended  include  such  assorted 
specimens  as  Marcus  Aurelius,  Maeterlinck,  Emerson,  Balzac, 
and  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

Union  College,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  — Harold  A.  Larrabee. 

J.  SEGOND.  L'£sth6tique  du  Sentiment.  Bibliotheque  de  la 
Revue  des  Cours  et  Conferences.  Paris.  Boivin  et  Cie.  1927. 

10  francs. 

It  is  refreshing  to  pick  up  a  serious  study  of  esthetics  which 
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begins  with  a  frank  personal  confession  of  the  author’s  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  the  beautiful.  Professor  Segond’s  knowledge  is  “know¬ 
ledge  of  acquaintance,’’  and  as  a  result  he  gives  us  no  a  priori 
theories,  but  analyses  of  what  he  has  felt  while  under  the  spell 
of  Hugo  or  Beethoven.  His  chief  interest  is  in  poetry,  and  it  is 
from  a  careful  dissection  of  what  constitutes  pure  poetry  that 
he  proceeds  tO)  his  general  esthetic  position.  In  his  search  for 
the  originating  forces  which  produce  poetry,  he  uses  the  key- 
analogy  suggested  by  M.  Henri  Bremond:  that  there  is  an 
“equivalence  of  disposition’’  in  pure  poetry  and  prayer.  Profes¬ 
sor  Segond  then  launches  upon  a  Freudian  interpretation  of 
the  whole  esthetic  activity  of  man  as  an  equivalent  sublimation 
of  his  instincts.  The  world  of  art  does  not  consist  of  knowledge 
of  our  environment,  but  rather  presents  a  subjective  creation 
which  is  “in  correspondence  with’’  the  real.  It  gives  us  “une 
re-creation  mystique  de  notre  etre  interiorise’’  which  is  neverthe¬ 
less  psychologically,  if  not  logically,  intelligible.  The  author’s 
debt  to  Poe  is  obvious;  and  some  Americans  will  perhaps  be 
shocked  to  discover  references  in  this  volume  to  a  certain  mysti¬ 
cal  poet  who  happens  to  be  the  French  ambassador  at  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Union  College,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  — Harold  A.  Larrabee. 

HENRI  COLIN.  De  U  Mati^re  k  la  Vie.  Paris.  Gabriel  Beau- 
chesne.  1926.  24  francs. 

The  author,  who  is  a  professor  at  the  Catholic  Institute  in 
Paris,  has  written  this  volume  as  the  first  of  a  series  of  popular 
books  on  science  and  philosophy  to  be  published  under  his  edi¬ 
torship.  The  purpose  is  to  give,  in  an  objective  and  impartial 
way,  the  well-established  results  of  science  and  to  discuss  the 
philosophical  questions  which  they  raise.  The  present  volume 
deals  with  the  difference  between  living  organism  and  inani¬ 
mate  matter  and  discusses,  in  particular,  the  possibility  of  de¬ 
scribing  the  phenomena  of  life  in  terms  of  physics  and  chemistry. 
In  the  first  chapter  is  given  a  chVonological  account  of  the 
fundamental  discoveries  in  microscopic  anatomy.  The  next  two 
chapters,  comprising  more  than  half  of  the  book,  go  into  con¬ 
siderable  detail  in  describing  the  achievements  of  biochemistry 
and  biophysics.  Hereafter  follows  a  discussion  of  the  theory  of 
evolution  and  of  recent  work  on  heredity.  The  last  chapter  is 
devoted  to  cosmological  considerations.  The  author  has  a  lucid 
style  and  is  a  master  of  his  subject.  He  has,  on  the  whole. 
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reached  his  ideal  of  impartial  objectivity.  However,  while  his 
rejection  of  the  theory  of  evolution  as  a  scientific  fact  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  sound,  he  has  hardly  acknowledged  fully  its  impor¬ 
tance  as  a  working  hypothesis  capable  of  correlating  a  variety 
of  facts. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — J.  Rud  Nielsen. 

.\LICE  JOUENNE.  Une  Experience  d’  Education  Nouvelle — 
L’Ecole  de  Plein  Air.  Paris.  Editions  Radot.  1927.  10  francs. 

From  the  introductory  paragraphs  the  reader  perceives  that 
this  book  is  not  a  collection  of  cold  statistics,  but  an  enthusiastic 
presentation  of  the  benefits  of  an  open-air  school,  especially  for 
the  under-nourished  child,  the  one  predisposed  to  tuberculosis, 
the  nervous  child,  or  one  who  is  in  any  way  below  par  physically. 
At  the  very  outset  the  author  paints  a  dark  picture  of  “la  petite 
Bastille,”  the  gloomy  prison-house  where  school  children  are 
usually  confined  at  dreary  tasks  far  removed  from  any  relation 
to  natural  life.  From  this  depressing  scene,  she  turns  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  sane  and  joyous  life  of  children  in  an  open-air  school. 

There  is  included  a  general  view  of  the  development  of 
out-door  schools  in  various  countries,  but  the  larger  part  of  the 
book  is  given  over  to  description  of  a  particular  school  in  Paris. 
The  activities  of  the  students  are  outlined  in  detail.  Much  em¬ 
phasis  is  given  to  their  improved  health  and  physical  develop¬ 
ment,  and  to  the  habits  of  the  daily  routine  which  produce  this 
improvement.  The  instruction  is  based  largely  on  observation 
of  nature,  and  is  organized  on  the  unit  of  a  “central  interest” 
for  each  week’s  work. 

The  style,  even  in  the  description  of  minute  details,  is  never 
matter-of-fact,  but  reflects  the  author’s  ardent  and  sympathetic 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  open-air  schools. 

Miami  University.  — Annabel  E.  Cathcart. 

PIERRE  DE  VAISSIERE.  Henri  IV.  Paris.  Artheme  Fayard. 

1928.  16.50  francs. 

This  book  belongs  to  the  series  “Les  Grandes  Etudes  His- 
toriques”  which  comprises  several  interesting  studies,  while  oth¬ 
ers  are  in  preparation. 

Of  all  the  kings  of  France  none  was  more  beloved,  and 
for  just  cause,  than  “le  bon  roi  Henri.”  Pierre  de  Vaissiere 
gives  us  here  a  most  searching,  complete  and  interesting  story 
of  this  great  king.  While  he  does  not  adopt  the  new  and  now 
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popular  form  of  biography  a  la  Maurois,  he  succeeds  in  making 
his  hero  real  and  living.  He  goes  beyond  the  mere  telling  of 
incidents  and  shrewdly  analyzes  the  possible  causes  that  formed 
the  character  of  Henri  IV,  and  that  contributed  to  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  this  character.  We  see  by  the  most  intimate  details: 
correspondences,  memoirs,  even  bookkeeping  accounts  at  times, 
the  tragic  unfolding  of  the  man's  personality,  the  great  heart  and 
jolly  disposition  that  were  to  enable  him  to  conquer  an  evil  for¬ 
tune  and  to  endear  him  to  his  people.  We  follow/  him  day  by 
day  in  his  dangers,  his  trials,  when  “general  without  money, 
husband  without  wife  and  king  without  crown”  his  cause  seems 
forlorn.  We  see  him  in  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  his  ma¬ 
turity  bring  order  out  of  utter  chaos,  and  heal  the  wounds  that 
relentless  wars  have  inflicted  on  his  beloved  kingdom. 

Not  that  Vaissiere  is  a  blind  panegyrist.  He  does  not  fear 
to  expose  the  faults  of  Henri,  and  this  Henri  had  a  goodly 
share  of  faults  to  balance  his  masterly  qualities.  But,  having 
read  this  exhaustive  study,  one  still  feels  that  Henry  IV  was 
probably  the  greatest  king  France  ever  had;  one  wonders  what 
might  have  been  the  course  of  history,  how  much  happier  probably 
for  poor  France  had  not  the  knife  of  Ravaillac  brutally  ended 
the  life  and  reign  of  Henri  IV. 

Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Mrs.  O.  B.  Jacobson. 

LUIS  ULLOA.  Christophe  Colomb,  Catalan.  Paris.  Maison- 
neuve  Freres.  1927.  35  francs. 

At  the  present  time  the  writing  of  biography  is  very  much 
in  fashion.  New  theses  about  the  great  men  of  the  past  are 
deduced  from  very  questionable  evidence.  Sefior  Ulloa,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  a  highly  interesting  book  on  Columbus,  brings  forward 
the  novel  thesis  that  the  discoverer  of  America  was  a  Catalan 
noble  and  pirate  known  to  his  contemporaries  as  Juan  Colon. 
According  to  Sefior  Ulloa,  Columbus  was  involved  in  various 
insurrections  against  the  father  of  Ferdinand  the  Catholic. 
Emerging  with  a  well-deserved  reputation  as  pirate  and  desper¬ 
ado,  he  conducted  expeditions  against  the  coast  of  western 
Europe.  While  thus  engaged,  he  was  shipwrecked  near  Libson 
in  1476.  Under  the  assumed  name  of  Joannes  Skolnus  he  next 
accompanied  the  Danes  on  an  expedition  to  Iceland.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  he  conceived  the  idea  that  Asia  was  not  far 
distant  from  western  Europe.  Changing  his  name  again — this 
time  to  Xristo-fereus — he  sought  the  aid  of  Ferdinand  in  finan- 
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cing  and  equipping  a  voyage  to  the  little-known  East.  Peter 
Martyr  soon  began  writing  that  Columbus  was  a  Genoese.  So 
the  legend  grew. 

Sehor  Ulloa’s  evidence  is  interesting  but  unconvincing.  Un¬ 
supported  by  stronger  testimony  it  cannot  be  accepted  as  proof 
than  Juan  Colon  was  Christopher  Columbus.  That  Columbus 
was  a  native  of  Genoa  was  accepted  by  practically  all  his  con¬ 
temporaries  who  have  left  records  of  the  period,  Peter  Martyr 
and  Martin  Waldseemiiller  being  the  best  known  to  the  great 
majority  of  Americans.  Pedro  de  Ayala  and  Andres  Bernaldez 
also  accepted  the  idea  and  wrote  of  it  repeatedly. 

Miami  University.  — Fred  B.  Joyner. 

SIGURD  HOST.  Henrik  Ibsen.  Paris.  Delamain,  Boutelleau 
&  Cie.  1928.  12  francs. 

In  this  work  on  Ibsen  the  Norwegian  critic,  Sigurd  Host, 
shows  his  ability  to  write  a  clear,  interesting,  and  forceful  French. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  work  by  a  French  critic  which 
could  be  read  with  more  pleasure. 

Host  contends  that  while  Ibsen  was  a  thinker,  a  philosopher, 
and  an  agitator,  he  was  above  all  a  poet  and  an  artist  and  that 
he  should  be  studied  as  such.  He  begins  his  work  with  a  re¬ 
examination  of  the  Grimstad  period  which  he  depicts  in  an  en¬ 
tirely  new  light.  Earlier  critics  have  been  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  the  young  Ibsen  was  known  among  his  comrades  as  a  cynic 
and  an  atheist.  By  appealing  to  the  poetry  written  at  this  time, 
Host  shows  that  the  youthful  drug-store  clerk  was  already  a  man 
of  dreams  and  ideals,  that  he  felt  within  himself  that  struggle 
between  inspiration  and  reflection,  dream  and  reality,  doctrine 
and  life  which  was  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  his  plays. 

It  is  not  the  least  of  Host’s  merits  that  he  shows  how  Ibsen 
in  his  portrayal  of  these  conflicts  between  the  ideal  and  the  real 
actually  chastises  himself — for  to  him  every  literary  work  was 
a  self  revelation  and  a  relentless  judgment  of  one’s  self. 

From  among  Ibsen’s  plays.  Host  select  “Brand”  and  “Peer 
Gynt”  as  the  most  representative.  The  reviewer  endorses  hearti¬ 
ly  the  advice  to  those  who  find  difficulty  in  understanding  the 
Norwegian  dramatist  to  approach  him  thru  the  study  of  these 
two  works. 

Phillips  Univeristy.  — Harry  V.  E.  Palmblad. 

R.  P.  De  PRfiVILLE.  Vigilant  Pasteur:  Ic  Cardinal  D.-J. 

Mercier.  Paris.  Tolra.  1927.  10.50  francs. 

The  world  at  large  never  heard  much  about  the  late  Car- 


FRENCH  BIOGRAPHY 


25 


dinal  Mercier  until,  in  the  sunset  of  his  richly  filled  life,  he  took 
his  stand  as  the  defender  of  his  flock  during  the  German  oc¬ 
cupation  of  Belgium.  Yet  ail  his  previous  years  had  been  in  a 
sense  a  preparation  for  that  difficult  time.  The  author  of  the 
present  volume  is  obviously  not  pro-German  in  his  sympathies, 
but  he  possesses  the  art  of  reserve;  most  of  the  chapters  devoted 
to  the  part  played  by  Cardinal  Mercier  in  the  Great  War  con¬ 
sist  of  extracts  from  official  correspondence.  His  theory  is, 
let  the  documents  speak  for  themselves.  And  so  they  do— out 
loud. 

But  the  book  is  admirably  proportioned.  Aside  from  the 
rigidly  biographical  material  which  shows  the  distinguished 
churchman  as  scholar,  pastor  and  true  man  of  God,  there  is  a 
necessarily  brief  but  on  the  whole  adequate  presentation  of  Car¬ 
dinal  Mercier’s  very  important  contributions  to  the  study  of 
philosophy.  He  was — and  is,  for  his  books  live — the  leading 
representative  of  Neo-Scholasticism,  and  his  teaching  as  semi¬ 
nary  professor  and  his  wise  direction  as  bishop  did  much  to 
vitalize  and  energize  philosophic  thought. 

The  English-speaking  world  came  to  know  Cardinal  Mercier 
in  yet  another  role;  he  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
Malines  Conversations,  an  unofficial  but  earnest  endeavor  to 
create  a  better  understanding  between  Catholics  and  Anglicans. 
This  topic  receives  a  generous  amount  of  Father  de  Preville’s 
attention.  The  ninth  chapter  deals  with  “Cardinal  Mercier  and 
the  American  People,”  and  gives  a  satisfactory  account  of  the 
Cardinal’s  visit  to  America  after  the  war  and  a  resume  of  the 
nice  things  that  were  said  to  him  on  that  occasion. 

Father  Preville’s  little  book  serves  to  reinforce  our  con¬ 
ception  of  Cardinal  Mercier  as  a  man  saintly  and  learned,  zealous 
and  serene,  ascetic  and  practical;  a  man  severe  with  himself, 
gentle  with  others;  a  Catholic  ecclesiastic  whose  Catholicism 
could  be  spelled  with  a  small  “c”  as  well  as  with  a  capital. 

St.  Mary’s  College,  Oakland,  Calif.  — Brother  Leo. 

JEAN  MISTLER.  La  Vie  d’Hoffmann.  Paris.  Gallimard.  1927. 

12  francs. 

This  volume  is  No.  6  in  the  “Vies  des  hommes  illustres.” 
In  his  “Avertissement,”  the  author  violently  disclaims  all  sym¬ 
pathy  with  that  “genre  batard,”  the  biographie  romancee. 
He  does  seem  to  have  been  more  conscientious  in  his  documen¬ 
tation  than  the  Maurois  and  the  Stanards,  but  his  loose  ag- 
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gregation  of  pretentious  “scenes,”  quotations,  scraps  of  nar¬ 
rative,  and  hurried,  slight  criticism,  has  neither  vividness  nor 
vigor.  The  mild  volume  gives  but  an  inadequate  impression  of 
the  wayward  but  powerful  Poe  of  Konigsberg. 

— R.  T.  H. 

PAUL  BRACH.  La  Destinee  du  Comte  Alfred  de  Vigny.  Paris. 

Plon.  1927.  15  francs. 

The  book  under  review  is  the  twelfth  volume  in  the  series 
"Le  roman  des  grandes  existences,”  a  collection  of  novelized 
biographies  in  the  manner  made  popular  through  Andre  Maurois’ 
“Ariel.”  The  biography  of  Alfred  de  Vigny,  as  set  down  in 
this  book,  consists  of  a  series  of  bitter  deceptions  and  desertions. 
Vigny  had  much  to  suffer  from  the  envy  and  treachery  of  his 
fellowmen,  who  could  not  stand  his  superiority  of  mind  and 
heart.  But  Vigny  never  complained,  condemning  his  own  sor¬ 
rows  to  silence.  When  he  could  bear  it  no  longer,  he  withdrew 
himself,  first  by  voluntary  exile  and  later  by  his  death,  from 
a  society  which  tendered  him  but  indifference  and  contempt. 

But  his  sufferings  did  not  close  his  heart  to  the  more  earth¬ 
ly  love  passion,  and  accounts  of  his  relations  with  Marie  Dorval, 
Louise  Colet,  and  a  few  English  girls  form  the  most  interesting 
part  of  this  book. 

Baker  LTniversity.  — Maximilian  Rudwin. 

PAUL  HAZARD.  La  Vie  de  Stendhal.  Paris.  Nouvelle  Revue 
Franqaise.  1927.  12  francs. 

A  demure,  deliberate,  affectionate  biography  of  one  of  the 
queerest  humans  that  ever  puzzled  and  repelled  his  contem¬ 
poraries  and  delighted  posterity.  The  present  Stendhal  vogue 
in  the  English-speaking  world,  with  the  excellent  translations 
of  the  works  sponsored  by  Mr.  Scott  Moncrieff,  makes  the  pres¬ 
ent  volume  very  timely. 

— R.  T.  H. 

HENRI  STEIN.  Versailles.  Paris.  Vizavona.  1927. — Paris,  id 

Paris  and  Versailles  in  engaging  pictures  which  serve  pleas¬ 
antly  as  reminders  for  those  who  already  know  that  stimulating 
quarter  of  the  world,  and  will  furnish  enticing  information  to 
those  who  have  it  yet  to  learn.  Both  volumes  are  equipped  with 
adequate  commentary,  in  both  French  and  English. 


— R.  T.  H 
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AUREL.  La  Conicience  embraaie.  Paris.  Radot.  1927.  12  francs. 

Mme.  Alfred  Mortier,  the  productive  novelist  and  essayist, 
who  has  published  a  score  of  novels  and  studies  under  the  pseu¬ 
donym  Aurel,  scrutinizes  in  the  work  under  review  nine  feminine 
minds,  all  representative  of  the  women  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth  centuries,  ill-balanced  and  full  of  suppressed  and  ex¬ 
plosive  desires.  The  glowing  and  rhapsodic  portraits  which  she 
has  drawn  of  the  sisters  of  Chateaubriand,  Louise  Ackermann, 
Marie  Leneru,  Lucie  Delarue-Mardus,  Jacques-Treve,  Marie  Dau- 
ghet,  Marie  Noel,  and  Helene  Jung  are  from  photographic 
likenesses;  Aurel  is  heart  and  soul  a  Romanticist,  and  she  has 
seen  their  figures  through  her  own  passionate  temperament.  In  an 
effort  to  reconcile  Nitzscheism  and  Christianity,  she  passes  too  se¬ 
vere  a  sentence  on  Louise  Ackermann,  and  in  her  feminist’s  enthu¬ 
siasm,  mitigated  by  a  mystical  Catholicism,  she  goes  too  far  in 
asserting  that  Marie  Leneru  had  rejuvenated  the  French  stage 
by  elevating  the  tone  of  love,  incarnated  before  her  in  the  “petite 
femme.”  The  staccato  tone  of  the  essays,  which  are  no  easy 
reading  on  account  of  the  numerous  digressions,  has  succeeded 
in  revealing  Aurel’s  complex  personality  better  than  in  interpret¬ 
ing  the  “flaming  minds”  of  her  characters. 

Marquette  University.  — Arpad  Steiner. 

ARNOLD  WHITRIDGE.  Sacha  Guitry.  Traduction  et  Preface 
de  Constant  de  Horion.  Paris.  Editions  de  la  Pensee  Latine. 

1927.  6  francs. 

The  Belgian  poet  and  essayist  de  Horion  has  taken  from 
Arnold  Whitridge’s  volume  “Critical  Ventures  in  Modern  French 
Literature”  (New  York,  Scribner’s),  his  slight  essay  on  Sacha 
Guitry,  has  translated  it  into  French,  and  by  supplying  it  with 
a  preface  as  long  as  itself  and  adding  a  generous  array  of  notes, 
has  managed  to  make  a  100  page  book  of  it.  The  translation  is 
good;  but  as  editor  Monsieur  de  Horion  confuses  Edwin  Booth 
with  Edwin’s  unfortunate  brother  John  Wilkes,  Shakespeare’s 
Portia  from  “Julius  Caesar”  with  Shakespeare’s  more  famous 
Portia  from  “The  Merchant  of  Venice,”  blames  Dr.  Whitridge 
for  omitting  Guitry’s  “Comedien”  from  his  discussion  when  we 
have  learned  only  a  page  or  two  earlier  from  Monsieur  de  Hor- 
ion’s  own  pen  that  the  “Comedien”  dates  outside  the  period  to 
which  Whitridge  has  limited  himself,  and  is  at  other  points 
much  too  hasty. 

— R.  T.  H. 
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ANDRB  GRABAR.  La  D6coration  Byzantine.  Paris  et  Brux¬ 
elles.  Les  Editions  G.  Van  Oest.  18  francs. 

Byzantine  art  is,  in  the  mind  of  the  author,  Oriental,  religious 
and  sumptuous,  and  certainly  these  qualities  are  fundamental, 
but  is  it  just  to  relegate  into  insignificance  its  other  and  salient 
element  of  Hellenism,  at  least  in  its  conception  and  nativity? 
As  March  Phillips  has  so  lucidly  shown  in  his  “Form  and  Col¬ 
our,”  Byzantine  art  was  indeed  Oriental,  but  it  was  equally 
Greek,  the  union  of  Western  intellect  (form)  with  Eastern 
emotion  (color).  The  pure  classical  art  of  Hellas  which  had 
become  dessicated  and  degraded  at  the  hands  of  the  efficient 
and  un-spiritual  Romans  could  have  had  no  new  birth,  achieved 
no  new,  though  very  different  manifestations,  but  for  the  fe¬ 
cundating  pow’er  of  Asia  through  Persia  and  the  East.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  this  Oriental  art,  passionate  and  emotional  yet 
amorphous,  could  have  achieved  reality  only  through  its  union 
with  Western  form.  Byzantine  art  is  one  of  the  great  arts 
of  the  world,  and  the  first  through  which  Christianity  ade¬ 
quately  manifested  itself.  Its  creators  wrought  in  the  aesthetic 
sphere  precisely  what  the  Nicene  Fathers  wrought  in  the  philo¬ 
sophic  sphere,  i.  e.  the  first  and  perfect  union  of  intellect  and 
emotion,  of  East  and  West,  and  so  made  Christanity  what  it 
ever  after  remained;  Catholic  and  universal. 

M.  Grabar’s  book  is  particularly  valuable  in  that  it  brings 
together  in  small  scope,  and  in  chronological  order,  the  whole 
development  of  Byzantine  decorative  art,  from  the  almost  pure¬ 
ly  Roman  Mausoleum  of  Constantina  in  Rome,  through  the 
perfected  art  of  Venice,  Ravenna  and  Palermo,  to  the  latest 
phase  in  Mistra,  Kief  and  Bulgaria.  It  is  perhaps  the  noblest 
and  most  perfect  decorative  art  ever  devised  by  man,  the  French 
glass  of  the  Xlllth  century  being  its  only  rival.  In  such 
churches  as  the  Capella  Palatina  and  the  Martorana  in  Palermo, 
and  Cefalu  (not  illustrated  in  this  volume)  it  reaches  the  highest 
point  of  perfection.  Vast  quantities  of  these  superb  and  unique 
mosaics,  not  to  speak  of  similar  wall  paintings,  have  been  bar¬ 
barously  raked  from  the  walls  of  churches  in  Italy  and  the  Le¬ 
vant,  or  obliterated  by  coats  of  plaster.  Much,  perhaps,  may 
still  be  recovered,  but  enough  remains  to  show  the  glory  and 
the  perfection  of  this  which  was  one  of  the  two  new  arts  created 
by  Christianity  for  its  self-expression,  and  added  to  the  others 
it  had  taken  over  from  paganism  and  given  a  new  content. 
Boston.  — Ralph  Adams  Cram. 
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P.  SCHOMMER.  L’Art  D6coratif  au  temps  du  Romantisme. 

Paris  et  Bruxelles.  Les  Editions  G.  Van  Oest.  16  francs. 

As  Sidney  Smith  said  of  the  dancing  dog  “It  is  less  sur¬ 
prising  that  he  does  it  well  than  that  he  does  it  at  all.”  M. 
Schommer’s  small  book  may  have  an  archaeological  interest, 
but  scarcely  one  that  is  aesthetic.  In  France  as  elsewhere  the 
“artistic”  products  of  the  “generation  of  1830”  were  deplorable 
however  you  may  view  them.  Even  the  arts  of  Greece  and 
Rome  were  less  completely  misunderstood  and  misconceived  by 
the  protagonists  of  the  Renaissance  than  were  those  of  Mediaeva- 
lism  by  Walter  Scott  and  Victor  Hugo  and  the  partisans  of 
Hermann.  We  laugh,  and  naturally,  at  our  own  “carpenter’s 
Gothic”  of  the  middle  of  the  XIXth  century,  but  it  was  no  worse 
than  these  futile  and  ugly  travesties  of  Mediaeval  art  that 
emanated  from  the  very  country  that  gave  this  art  its  highest 
expression. 

How  did  such  a  thing  happen  only  a  few  years  after  the 
Napoleonic  Empire  has  shown  itself  through  so  exquisite  a  style 
as  was  actually  the  case?  It  may  have  been,  and  probably  was, 
as  artificial  as  the  Empire  itself,  but  it  was  cultured  and  learned 
and  couched  in  terms  of  the  most  delicate  taste;  yet  it  passed 
in  a  moment  and  was  followed  by  these  illiterate  and  ungainly 
absurdities. 

It  may  always  remain  a  mystery,  why  between  the  years  1820 
and  1830,  art  of  all  sorts,  except  music,  since  a  long  time  de¬ 
cadent,  suddenly  collapsed.  Here  in  America  we  link  this  pre¬ 
cipitate  deibacle  with  the  election  of  Andrew  Jackson  to  the 
Presidency,  since,  whether  this  was  a  mere  coincidence  or  not,  it 
is  true  to  say  that  prior  to  1828  nothing  really  bad  was  done  in 
arts,  particularly  architecture,  while  after  this  date  nothing  good 
appeared,  except  sporadically,  for  more  than  fifty  years.  It 
was  the  moment  when  at  last  and  almost  for  the  first  time,  the 
old  selective  society,  the  aristocratic  regime  based  on  qualitative 
values,  gave  place  to  that  new  thing  that  selected  nothing,  pro¬ 
claimed  the  sacrosanct  nature  of  social  and  political  democracy 
and  brought  in  the  cult  of  quantitative  values.  Much  the  same 
sort  of  thing  was  happening  in  Europe,  and  in  England.  Ger¬ 
many  and  Italy,  as  well  as  in  France;  the  decade  after  1820 
signalizes  the  passing  of  the  old — though  by  then  moribund — 
art  and  the  coming  in  of  the  half-century  of  dull  vacuity. 

It  is  a  curious  phenomenon  and  one  that  would  repay  pa- 
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tient  and  open-minded  investigation.  As  one  of  the  documents 
in  the  case,  M.  Schommer’s  book  will  be  valuable. 

Boston.  — Ralph  Adams  Cram. 

LOUIS  DIMIER.  Histoire  de  la  Peinture  Francaisc.  Des  ori- 
gines  au  retour  de  Vouet,  1300,  a  1627.  Paris  et  Bruxelles. 

G.  Van.  Oest. 

This  is  volume  one  of  a  monumental  five-volume  history  of 
French  painting.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  editor  has  seen 
fit  to  close  the  work  with  the  appearance  of  David  in  1785  in¬ 
stead  of  with  Matisse  in  1925.  But  he  argues  that  the  coming  of 
David  and  his  teachings  destroyed  the  continuity  of  ancient  discip¬ 
line.  This  volume,  which  is  also  Part  I  of  a  work  in  three  parts, 
deals  with  French  painting  from  its  origin  until  1627.  This  the  edi¬ 
tor  calls  the  epoch  of  promise  or  preparation.  Part  II  in  two  vol¬ 
umes  covers  thd  17th  Century  Art  and  is  called  the  fulfillment 
of  French  tendencies  and  techniques.  It  ends  with  the  death  of 
Lebrun  in  1690.  Part  III,  also  in  two  volumes,  is  of  the  18th 
Century  during  which  the  French  School  abandoned  Italy  to 
form  an  alliance  with  Flanders  and  the  North. 

The  editor  appears  to  believe  that  the  17th  Century  was  the 
period  of  perfection  and  that  French  painting  here  reached  its 
summit  with  Poussin,  LeSueur  and  Claude  Lorrain,  whom  he 
calls  the  greatest  of  French  painters.  The  18th  Century  he 
calls  the  age  of  diffusion  and  appreciation  at  home  and  abroad, 
with  Watteau,  Chardin,  and  LaTour  holding  the  center  of  the 
stage. 

In  this  first  volume  the  author  Dimier  brings  to  light  in 
the  most  lucid  and  convincing  manner  the  state  of  French  paint¬ 
ing  and  illumination  before  the  time  of  Jean  le  Bon  (1350),  he 
discusses  the  effects  of  the  Italian  enterprise  at  Avignon,  and 
describes  the  Flemish  artisans  in  the  service  of  the  French 
princes.  He  acts  as  your  guide  through  the  provincial  studios 
at  the  time  of  Fouquet  and  back  to  the  court  of  Charles  VIII. 

With  the  accession  of  Francis  First  we  are  on  more  familiar 
ground,  and  from  there  the  path  leads  easily  to  the  early  School 
of  Fontainebleau  and  the  portraits  of  Clouet. 

The  books  are  in  large  quarto  on  heavy  paper  and  with 
ninety  large  illustrations  of  rare  paintings  inserted  and  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  text.  It  is  of  real  value  for  college  libraries. 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — O.  B.  Jacobson. 
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LOUIS  LALOY.  La  Danse  i  TOpira.  Paris.  Theo.-Burgfiere. 

The  Paris  Opera  maintains  nearly  or  quite  the  most  am¬ 
bitious  school  of  the  dance  ever  undertaken  in  the  Occident. 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  Conservatoire,  toward  the  end  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  it  is  that  institution  which  has  furnished 
the  Opera  her  vocal  and  her  instrumental  musicians,  but  the 
Op6ra  builds  her  own  ballet,  and  begins  to  mold  her  material 
before  the  twelfth  year.  The  General  Secretary  of  the  venerable 
temple  of  grace  and  harmony  furnishes  (in  both  French  and 
English)  the  text  for  a  handsome  volume  of  portraits  of  the 
Opera’s  brightest  luminaries,  from  Zambelli  and  Spessiwtzewa 
down  to  the  promising  young  members  of  the  Quadrilles,  and 
including  several  of  the  faculty. 

— R.  T.  H. 

W.  L.  SCHWARTZ.  The  Far  East  in  Modem  French  Litera¬ 
ture.  1800-1925.  Paris.  Honore  Champion.  1927.  40  francs. 

Dr.  Schwartz’s  book  is  in  the  nature  of  a  compendium  in  a 
field  that  hitherto  has  not  been  the  object  of  a  systematic  study. 
The  author  is  well-equipped  to  show  how  inane  are  most  of 
the  imitations  of  Chinese  and  Japanese  poetry  in  France.  A 
good  example  of  how  completely  impossible  it  is  to  render  the 
true  beauty  of  a  Japanese  poem  in  a  foreign  language  is  given 
on  p.  57,  where  three  French  translations  and  one  English 
translation  of  Tsurayuki’s  tanka  are  quoted.  Words  like 
“furusato,”  “mukashi,”  “nioi,”  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  very  soul  of  Japan  that  no  one,  unless  he  has  lived  in  a 
small  Japanese  village  and  knows  the  language  like  a  native, 
can  feel  their  true  music.  Miss  Gautier’s  rendering  is  a  tour  de 
force,  but  as  devoid  of  the  spirit  of  the  original  as  a  paper  rose 
is  of  the  perfume  of  the  living  flower.  Saionji’s  rendering  of 
“furusato”  by  “ancienne  demeure”  instead  of  “petit  vieux  village” 
misled  Miss  Gautier  into  a  completely  incorrect  image  of 
“nouveau  maitre  de  mon  logis.”  The  English  rendering  is  by 
far  superior,  yet  not  even  a  shadow  of  the  original.  As  re¬ 
gards  imitations  of  Chinese  and  Japanese  poetry,  such  as  Paul 
Claudel’s  efforts,  the  reviewer  considers  all  such  amateurish  at¬ 
tempts  as  clumsy  travesties  from  the  aesthetic  point  of  view.  The 
use  of  a  few  jingles  like  Ten-Sio-Dai-Jin,  etc.,  in  the  well-known 
Pierre  Loti  bibeloterie  manner,  may  satisfy  the  Western  crav¬ 
ing  for  a  spiritual  Coca-Cola,  may  bring  about  crazes  for  coolie- 
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coats,  but  to  an  aesthete  who  knows  his  Japanese  or  Chinese 
they  must  appear  as  barbarism.  These  efforts  remind  the  writer 
of  the  fat  lady  in  a  coolie-coat  on  a  California  beach,  with  an 
enormous  ideogram  meaning  “For  Sale” — very  exotic,  unusual, 
distinctive — but  utterly  ludicrous.  Loti’s  “Madame  Chrysan- 
theme”  is  an  example  of  how  Westerners  can  be  superlatively 
absurd  in  their  Oriental  excursions.  If  a  Japanese  sailor  came 
to  Marseilles,  spent  three  months  in  a  hut  with  some  Tartarin’s 
third  cousin,  and  then  on  this  basis,  indulged  in  psychological 
speculations  as  to  Madame  Rambouillet’s  mentality,  he  would 
be  laughed  at.  Not  so  Pierre  Loti.  I  agree  with  Dr.  Schwartz 
as  to  Farrere’s  being  the  best  informed  of  all  the  litterateurs 
dealing  with  the  Far  East,  but  do  not  share  his  hopeful  conclus¬ 
ion  that  writers  will  have  to  be  equipped  with  more  precise 
knowledge  of  China  and  Japan  in  the  future.  Harry  A.  Franck’s 
books  in  this  country  show  that  Western  half-wits  will  always 
prefer  stupid  thrillers  to  anything  really  worth  while. 

Marquette  University.  — A.  R.  Nykl. 

MAXIMILIEN  RUDWIN.  Romantisme  et  Satanisme.  Paris. 

Societe  d’edition  “Les  Belles  Lettres.”  1927. 

Dr.  Rudwin  has  reprinted  here  an  article  which  appeared 
in  the  Grande  Revue  in  June,  1927.  In  it  he  uses  the  term 
“satanisme”  in  the  same  inclusive  way  as  in  his  “Satanisme  dans 
I’oeuvre  de  Victor  Hugo.”  But  he  is  less  concerned  here  with 
taking  a  census  of  the  romantic  pandemonium  than  with  de¬ 
fending  a  thesis.  “On  peut  dire  que  le  romantisme  et  le 
satanisme  sont  presque  synonymes.”  Romanticism  is  really  the 
invention  of  the  devil.  It  w'as  really  Milton’s  devil  who  con¬ 
verted  Chateaubriand.  Chateaubriand’s  great  service  to  French 
literature  w’as  the  importation  of  the  devil  from  Eng¬ 
land.  He  further  did  the  devil,  or  rather  the  whole  tribe  of 
devils,  the  service  of  awakening  the  interest  of  the  romantic 
generation  in  the  Middle  Ages,  which  is  their  “age  d’or;”  of 
awakening  interest  in  the  Orient  (“Itineraire  de  Paris  a  Je¬ 
rusalem”)  and  other  foreign  lands,  with  their  exotic  fashions  in 
demons;  of  awakening  interest  in  the  “Romano-Celtic”  and 
Germanic  races  “whose  imagination  likes  to  play  with  the  mys¬ 
terious  and  marvelous,  the  fantastic  and  the  diabolical.”  But 
if  Chateaubriand  was  the  one  who  restored  the  devil  to  modern 
literature  (“I’influence  que  le  grand  prosateur  frangais  a 
exercee  sur  sa  generation  se  resume  en  derniere  ligne  au  role 
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que  joue  le  diable  dans  la  litterature  romantique")  he  was  soon 
out-deviled  by  others.  “Le  diabolisme  du  romanticisme  franqais 
est  pourtant  plus  encore  le  resultat  de  I’ascendant  de  la  litterature 
allemande.” 

Dr.  Rudwin  as  “advocatus  diaboli”  makes  a  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  plea.  But  I  suspect  that  the  jury  will  bring  in  a  Scotch 
verdict. 

University  of  Michigan.  — A.  G.  Canfield. 

J.  CALVET.  Les  Types  Universels  dans  la  Litterature  Fran- 
Saise.  Paris.  F.  Lanore.  1928.  Two  volumes.  Each  volume 
7.50,  25  and  30  francs. 

M.  Calvet  believes  that  the  creation  of  living  characters  is 
the  true  test  of  greatness  in  any  literature.  He  suspects  that 
there  exist  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser  sort  who  deny  this 
greatness  to  French  writers.  Accordingly  he  proceeds  to 
analyze  twenty-four  typical  figures  from  our  old  friends  Renart, 
Panurge,  Gil  Bias  and  others  to  D’Artagnan,  Gavroche,  and 
Maurin  des  Maures,  winning  easily  a  victory  already  won,  con¬ 
firming  a  faith  already  established.  A  more  complete  victory 
over  the  straw  opponent  could  not  be  desired.  It  is  no  easy 
task  to  make  formal  analyses  of  characters  interesting,  and  per¬ 
haps  their  real  value  is  to  send  the  reader  promptly  back  to  the 
originals.  With  these  two  books  such  will  certainly  be  the 
outcome,  for  it  is  impossible  to  escape  the  contagion  of  so  fine 
an  enthusiasm  as  that  of  M.  Calvet. 

Armour  Institute.  — C.  B.  Cooper. 

DENIS  SAURAT.  Milton  et  le  mat6rialisme  chritien  en  Ang- 
leterre.  Paris.  Rieder.  1928.  12  francs. 

This  book  is  made  up  chiefly  of  certain  chapters  of  “Milton: 
Man  and  Thinker,”  published  by  M.  Saurat  in  English  in  1925. 
The  third  section,  “Milton’s  System,”  is  almost  the  same  as  the 
corresponding  section  of  the  earlier  book,  pp.  113-200,  and  the 
first  two  sections  repeat  much  of  the  material  already  familiar 
to  scholars.  The  principal  changes  are  due  to  the  fact  that  M. 
Saurat  now  puts  his  interesting  discoveries  about  Milton’s  re¬ 
lations  to  Robert  Fludd  and  to  the  Mortalists  in  the  opening 
sections  of  his  book,  with  corresponding  and  I  think  quite  justi¬ 
fiable  change  in  emphasis.  He  has  been  able  to  expand  his 
earlier  chapter  on  Fludd  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  his  main 
hypothesis  convincing.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  in  view  of  the 
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parallels  M.  Saurat  is  now  able  to  adduce,  of  Milton’s  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  work  of  this  writer.  The  chapter  on  the  Mortal- 
ists  contains  little  that  is  new,  and  M.  Saurat  still  appears  to 
me  to  overstress  the  matter.  He  makes  Milton  one  of  the  group, 
perhaps  the  head,  and  holds  that  the  additions  in  the  edition  of 
1655  were  by  Milton.  For  this  he  gives  no  convincing  proofs. 
He  makes  much  ofi  the  Druids  as  inventors  of  the  idea  of  im¬ 
mortality,  which  thus  becomes  a  British  invention,  and  holds 
that  Milton  was  a  nationalist.  Whatever  may  be  said  about 
the  responsibility  of  the  Druids  in  the  propagation  of  certr.i- 
religious  ideas,  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  Milton  was  an  en¬ 
thusiast  in  British  antiquities;  his  “History”  leans  rather  to 
Saxon  enthusiasm;  he  holds  the  Britons  as  barbarians.  Never¬ 
theless,  M.  Saurat’s  researches  in  Fludd  and  the  Mortalists 
have  added  materially  to  our  knowledge  of  Milton,  and  the  re¬ 
sults  are  presented  in  much  better  form  in  this  book  than  in 
its  predecessor. 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Edwin  Greenlaw. 

PIERRE  LASSERRE.  Des  Romantiques  ^  Nous.  Paris.  Edi¬ 
tions  de  la  Nouvelle  Revue  Critique.  1927. 

There  are  fifteen  essays  in  the  present  collection,  of  which 
the  first  seven  are  concerned  with  the  Romantics.  M.  Lasserro 
tells  us  that  his  opinion  is  essentially  the  same  today  as  that  of 
twenty  years  ago,  when  he  published  his  great  work  on  “Le 
Romantisme  Fran^ais.”  He  is  certainly  less  preoccupied  with 
moral  problems  than  he  was  in  1907,  and  he  is  less  inclined 
than  M.  Ernest  Seilliere  to  interpret  every  aspect  of  Romanti¬ 
cism  in  the  light  of  its  relation  to  dogma.  Above  all,  M.  Lasserre 
is  less  inclined  than  ever  to  develop  his  doctrine  in  its  most  far- 
reaching  implications.  Although  the  cultural  backgrounds  of  the 
two  men  are  very  different,  their  reactions  to  rousseauism  arc 
much  the  same.  Seilliere  is  a  philosophic  historian  whose  work 
is  comprehensive;  Lasserre  is  a  man  of  letters,  a  humanist, 
whose  essays  are  stimulating  and  suggestive. 

In  the  preface  to  the  volume  under  review,  there  is  another 
reminder  (as  if  one  were  needed!)  of  the  difficulty  of  defining 
Romanticism.  So  brilliant  and  subtle  a  theorist  as  M.  Henri 
Bremond  thinks  of  it  as  a  Nineteenth  Century  awakening  of  a 
sound  religious  instinct  that  has  been  suppressed  by  the  ration¬ 
alism  of  the  Enlightenment.  To  M.  Louis  Raynaud,  par  contre,  it 
is  purely  a  “materialistic”  movement.  That  the  French  mind  is 
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essentially  “spiritualist,*’  although’  French  philosophy  is 
thoroughly  rationalistic;  that  the  German  mind  is  muddled  and 
passionate  rather  than  clear  and  rational;  that  the  days  of  les 
grandes  classiques  in  France  mark  the  frutition  of  the  genuinely 
French  (Greco-Roman)  culture,  and  the  Romantic  movement 
is  simply  an  importation  of  Anglo-German  traditions  that  are 
sure  to  have  an  increasingly  deplorable  effect  on  the  French 
intelligence.  Such  is  the  Raynaud  thesis,  and  M.  Lasserre  has 
very  effectively  knocked  the  bottom  from  under  it. 

In  the  second  essay,  our  author  shows  in  very  brilliant  fash¬ 
ion  that  the  concise  and  analytic  style  of  Stendhal  is  a  mere 
mask  that  hides  the  man’s  profoundly  lyric  nature.  Stendhal  had 
been  formed  first  by  the  eightenth  century,  and  then  re-formed 
by  the  spirit  of  his  own  age,  and  his  curiously  dual  nature  is 
the  product  of  the  conflict  between  the  two  traditions.  There 
are  two  other  essays  here  that  are  especially  interesting:  a  de¬ 
fense  of  the  character  of  Sainte-Beuve,  and  a  discussion  of  cer¬ 
tain  aspects  of  la  vie  passionelle  of  Rousseau. 

University  of  Illinois.  — Paul  C.  Snodgress. 

ERNEST  SEILLIERE.  Les  Goncourt  Moralistes.  Paris.  Edi¬ 
tions  de  la  Nouvelle  Revue  Critique.  1927. 

M.  Seilliere  thinks  the  moral  influence  of  the  Goncourts  has 
been  very  deplorable  indeed,  and  that  the  extent  of  that  in¬ 
fluence  is  due  to  the  marvelous  accuracy  of  their  work  as  de¬ 
scriptive  psychologists.  They  belong,  of  course,  with  the  Ro¬ 
mantics,  Naturalism  being  a  continuation  of  Romanticism  as 
well  as  a  “reaction’’  against  it;  hence  their  doctrines  are  false, 
but  their  powers  of  observation  are  incomparable.  Edmond  and 
Jules  de  Goncourt  belong  to  what  M.  Seilliere  reckons  as  the 
fourth  generation  of  Romantics,  and  surely  Musset  himself  was 
no  more  “enfant  du  siecle’’  than  these  two  pitiable  victims  of 
their  own  esthetic  mysticism.  They,  too,  in  a  sense,  were  sons  of 
Waterloo,  “maladifs,”  “melancoliques’’  and  “nevropathes.”  But 
they  had  set  about  to  make  the  novel  “scientific,”  and  it  is  delight¬ 
ful  to  jrecall  that  the  project  had  the  blessing  of  Michelet  and 
Madame  Sand!  Fortunately,  the  effort  failed,  because  the  whole 
idea  of  a  “roman  experimental”  is  so  pathetically  naive.  But 
if  the  nature  of  their  genre  renders  it  unfit  for  the  clinical  meth¬ 
od,  the  Goncourts  succeeded  enormously  in  other  respects.  Jules 
died  in  1870,  but  Edmond  produced  half  a  dozen  sincere  and 
carefully  documented  novels  that,  in  the  opinion  of  M.  le  baron 
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Seilliere,  render  the  very  quintessence  of  Romantic  eroticism 
The  generation  of  George  Sand  had  prepared  the  way  by  pro¬ 
claiming  the  voice  of  God  in  the  “Coeur  amoureux.”  The  “sense 
of  duty”  having  been  definitely  thrown  overboard,  it  remained  for 
Edmond  de  Goncourt  (who  established  the  formula  for  Natur¬ 
alism)  to  frame  a  new  moral  code  upon  the  basis  of  this  Roman¬ 
tic  immoralism. 

But  why  not  say  that  here  is  simply  another  recurrence  of 
that  Eternal  Paganism  that  has  worn  out  some  of  the  most 
ambitious  codes  of  ethics?  M.  Selliere  would  probably  agree 
for  it  is  just  this  paganism  that  he  would  stifle,  to  make  way 
for  a  “rational  Christian  morality.”  The  cause  may  be  already 
lost,  but  he  is  fighting  fairly, — and  almost  alone! 

University  of  Illinois.  — Paul  C.  Snodgress. 

BENJAMIN  CR6MIEUX.  Panorama  de  la  Litt6rature  Ita- 
lienne  contemporaine.  Kra.  Paris.  1928.  18  francs. 

This  author,  translator  of  numerous  Italian  books,  here 
presents  an  interesting,  brief  yet  comprehensive  survey  of  Ital¬ 
ian  literature  (as  he  distiguishes  it  from  “Literature  of  the  Ital¬ 
ians”)  from  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  influence  of  Manzoni 
dawn  to  the  fascist  influence  at  the  beginning  of  1928.  The 
treatise,  despite  its  conciseness,  contains  much  information  of 
value  to  even  the  serious  student,  side  by  side  with  no  little 
new  material  of  worth.  This  volume  is  a  pleasing  little  work 
of  excellent  format,  and  the  author’s  points  are  well  illusTrated 
by  profuse  quotations  well  chosen  as  specimens  of  their  type. 
Oklahoma  City.  — Ben  Bruce  Blakeney. 

REN£  DUMESNIL.  La  Publication  de  Madame  Bovary. 

Amiens.  Edgar  Malfere.  1928. 

Unlike  the  monkey  trial  at  Dayton,  the  prosecution  of 
Laurent-Pichat,  A.  Pillet,  and  Gustave  Flaubert  for  publishing 
“Madame  Bovary”  w’as  not  wholly  the  result  of  narrowness  and 
ignorance.  The  "Revue  de  Paris,”  in  which  Flaubert’s  master¬ 
piece  first  appeared,  had,  on  account  of  its  liberal  views,  in¬ 
curred  the  displeasure  of  the  Imperial  government,  and  the  at¬ 
tack  on  the  novel  was  only  a  thinly  disguised  pretext  for  sup¬ 
pressing  the  periodical,  or  at  least  involving  it  in  a  lawsuit  that 
would  bring  about  its  ruin.  Fortunately  for  the  good  name  of 
France  and  the  future  development  of  French  literature,  Flaubert 
and  his  co-defendants  were  acquitted. 

M.  Dumesnil  treats  not  only  the  trial  of  Flaubert,  but  also 
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the  story  of  the  real  Emma  Bovary  (Madame  Delamare),  the 
conception  and  the  toilsome  elaboration  of  the  novel,  the  as¬ 
sistance  lent  by  Louis  Bouilhet,  the  adverse  attitude  of  con¬ 
temporary  critics  (Sainte-Beuve  and  a  few  others  excepted), 
and  Flaubert’s  influence  on  succeeding  novelists. 

Harvard  University.  — Richard  Laurine  Hawkins. 

PBTRARQUE.  Melanges  de  litt6rature  et  d*histoire  publics  par 
I’Union  Intellectuelle  Franco-Italienne.  Paris.  Libraire 
Ernest  Leroux.  1927.  60  francs. 

France  naturally  takes  pride  in  the  fact  that  Boccaccio’s 
mother  and  Petrarch’s  love  were  both  Frenchwomen;  and  at  the 
celebration,  in  April,  1927,  of  the  600th  anniversary  of  Petrarch’s 
innamoramento,  French  scholarship  delighted  to  honor  Laura  as 
well  as  her  poet.  Two  permanent  memorials  are  to  perpetuate 
the  reverence  and  piety  of  the  sexcentenary;  a  museum  to  be 
established  in  Petrarch’s  house  at  Vaucluse,  and  this  book. 

The  volume,  which  stresses  Petrarch’s  personal  side,  is  full 
of  interesting  articles,  which  a  short  review  can  do  no  more  than 
enumerate.  After  a  few  introductory  pages  by  Pierre  de  Nolhac, 
comes  a  study  by  Henri  Hauvette:  “Ce  que  nous  savons  de 
Laure;”  Paul  Hazard  contributes  a  "Portrait  de  Petrarque,"  that 
is,  a  portrait  of  his  soul,  drawn  from  the  “Canzoniere;’’ 
“P6trarque  et  I’art  de  I’amitie,’’  by  Gabriel  Maugain,  is  really  a 
portrait  likewise,  drawn  from  the  Familiar  Letters,  which  re¬ 
veals  a  character  combined  of  vanity,  generosity,  susceptibility 
and  charm,  whose  friendships  were  all  the  more  warm  and  last¬ 
ing  for  having  had  to  be  nourished  in  absence,  upon  correspond¬ 
ence;  of  one  of  them,  with  Giovanni  Barrili,  fimile  G.  Leonard 
presents  a  study;  and  the  collection  ends  with  an  article  bv 
Maurice  Mingon  on  "La  maison  de  Petrarque  a  Vaucluse.” 

Exact  scholarship  is  represented  by  a  study  by  P.  Ronzy, 
entitled  "Pierre  Ameilh  de  Brenac  et  son  itin6raire  rim6  du 
voyage  de  Gregoire  XI  d’ Avignon  4  Rome”  (1376-1377);  a  long 
and  careful  article  on  "La  technique  de  la  chanson  dans  Petrar¬ 
que,”  by  Therese  Labande-Jeanroy,  which  leads  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  Petrarch’s  form  in  the  canzone  was  powerfully  in¬ 
fluenced  by  Dante,  and  somewhat  also  by  Cino  da  Pistoia;  and 
a  version  in  French,  entitled  "Une  anomalie  dans  le  Canzoniere 
de  Petrarque,”  of  Cesareo’s  theory  as  to  the  puzzling  position  in 
the  "Canzoniere”  of  the  sonnets  CCLXV  and  CCLXVI.  This 
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last  had  been  hitherto  available  only  in  the  “Miscellanea"  in 
honor  of  Antonio  Salinas,  published  at  Palermo  in  1907. 

Fourteen  beautiful  French  translations  of  favorite  sonnet.s 
and  canzoni  are  by  Albert  Valentin. 

University  of  Minnesota.  — Ruth  Shepard  Phelps. 

JACQUES  DEVAL.  La  Rose  de  Septembre.  Comedie  en  trois 
actes.  Paris.  Librairie  Theatrale.  1927.  9  francs. 

The  action  is  placed  in  the  Pyrenees,  in  the  first  and  third 
acts,  and  in  Paris  in  the  second.  The  main  character  is  the 
owner  of  a  picturesque  chateau  in  an  almost  primitive  Basque 
village,  with  its  simple  customs,  orthodox  moral  principles,  and 
with  traditional  forms  of  revenge  and  feud  lurking  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  The  theme  is  a  late  awakening  of  love  and  the  struggle 
between  passion  and  honor. 

Given  the  forces  that  had  shaped  Michel  and  Jacqueline 
and  the  pressure  of  the  moral  and  social  atmosphere  of  the 
place,  one  is  not  surprised  to  see  the  final  triumph  of  loyalty 
to  religious  precepts  and  social  requirements  over  the  cry  of 
the  heart  and  blood. 

The  play  has  many  strong  dramatic  moments  and  several 
original  scenic  effects.  It  was  given  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Theatre  de  I'Athenee,  March  2,  1926. 

Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court 

ANDR6  DE  LORDE  et  CLAUDE  ROLAND.  Le  Feu  de  Joie. 
Comedie  en  trois  actes.  Paris.  Librairie  Theatrale.  7.50 

francs. 

A  very  mediocre,  amateurish  play.  The  dialog  is  banal,  the 
situations  old  and  exploited  many  times,  both  in  better  and  in 
worse  plays.  The  humor  of  the  play  consists  of  flat  jokes  and 
shallow  puns.  But  the  charming  personality  of  Claire  affords 
rather  tempting  possibilities  for  the  exploitation  by  a  pretty 
actress. 

Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 

IVAN  TOURGUfiNEFF.  R6cits  d’un  Chasseur.  Traduits  et 
adaptes  pour  la  Jeunesse  par  E.  Halperine-Kaminsky. 

Paris.  Librairie  Gedalge.  1927.  5,  7  and  8  francs. 

The  gentle  art  of  Bowdlerizing  is  not  confined  to  English, 
so  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  great  Russian  novelist  should 
eventually  fall  its  victim.  Rarely,  however,  has  the  operation 
been  more  skilfully  and  gracefully  performed,  for  rarely  has  a 
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surgeon  so  eminent  as  this  Academician  undertaken  the  task. 
The  author  of  “Fathers  and  Children”  would  probably  com¬ 
plain,  for  he  was  a  fastidious  soul;  but  it  is  safe  to  conjecture 
that  the  young  people  of  la  belle  France  who  make  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  through  this  verson  will  learn  to  esteem  him  for 
his  essential  worth. 

St.  Mary’s  College,  Oakland,  Calif.  — Brother  Leo. 

SIGh'RID  SI  WERTZ.  Les  Pirates  du  lac  Milar.  Traduit  du 
suedois  par  Vibeke  Svane  et  Marguerite  Gay.  Paris. 

Libraire  Gedalge.  1927.  5,  7  and  8  francs. 

In  this  story  which  centers  around  the  strange  I^ke  Maelar, 
Sigfrid  Siwertz  relates  the  adventures  of  three  boys  who  steal 
away  from  home  in  vacation  time  to  go  out  for  a  short  sail  in 
a  borrowed  boat.  The  adventures  of  this  trip,  which  turns  out 
to  last  much  longer  than  was  intended, — the  capsizing  of  the 
boat,  the  unexpected  happenings  on  the  little  island  on  which 
the  three  culprits  swim  ashore,  their  experiences  as  amateur 
pirates, — these  make  very  interesting  reading. 

Phillips  University.  — Harry  V.  E.  Palmblad. 

G.  A.  BORGESE.  Rub^.  Traduit  de  I’italien  par  Y.  Lenoir, 
Paris.  Librairie  Plon.  1928. 

A  character  study  of  an  introspective  young  Italian  of  an 
unhappy  disposition,  relating  his  dissatisfied  and  purposeless  life 
and  the  sorrow  he  brought  to  his  friends. 

.Amherst,  Mass.  — M.  M.  Nice. 

EUGENE  MONTFORT.  Cisar  Casteldor.  Roman.  Paris. 
Calmann-Livy.  1927.  9  francs. 

There  is  room  for  a  novelist  like  Monfort  in  this  age  of  Gide 
and  Proust.  It  is  somewhat  of  a  relief  to  emerge  from  the 
depths  of  a  tortuous,  enervating  psychological  laboratory  to  a 
workshop  of  external  phenomena  where  one  can  feel  and  smell 
matter,  as  well  as  observe  it,  through  the  medium  of  an  ac¬ 
curate,  well-balanced,  naturalistic  realist.  Monfort  is  writing  of 
Marseilles — the  novel  is  only  an  excuse.  He  knows  this  great 
metropolis  of  the  Mediterranean,  its  dirty,  refuse-laden  streets, 
its  broad  aristocratic  avenues,  its  harbor,  wharves,  quais,  its 
market  places,  cheap  hotels,  dives  and  brothels;  its  untidy  bour- 
geoise,  swarms  of  Neopolitans,  Arabs,  sailors,  prostitutes  and 
smugglers;  he  knows  its  pure,  tropical  sky.  With  an  ill-motivat- 
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cd,  essentially  romantic  plot,  Monfort  reproduces  the  semi-orien¬ 
tal  exoticism  that  throbs  in  the  veins  of  Marseilles. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Maurice  Halperin. 

GUSTAVE  KAHN.  Vieil  Orienq^,  Orient  Neuf.  Paris.  Bibli- 
otheque-Charpentier.  E.  Fasquelle.  12  francs. 

The  prose  of  French  poets  has  a  directness  and  precision 
that  always  pleases.  Kahn,  the  first  theoretician  of  free  verse, 
once  studied  in  the  Bcole  des  langues  orientales  vivantes,  and 
spent  four  years  in  Africa,  1880-1884.  The  present  volume 
represents  a  return  to  memories  of  these  years,  to  an  Orient 
that  is  neither  very  far  nor  very  new  (automobiles  are  never 
mentioned).  We  have  here  twenty-three  stories,  tales  of  love 
and  violence,  dealing  for  the  most  part  with  the  Mohammedan 
world,  introducing  a  few  difficulties  in  the  form  of  the  slang  of 
the  Bataillons  d’Afrique,  for  example.  The  racial  interpreta¬ 
tions  seem  true  enough  to  the  reviewer,  save  in  the  tale  of  a 
Chinese  who  is  supposed  to  take  a  Greek  dancer  back  to  China 
with  him  as  his  wife.  In  ancient  times,  Chinese  married  abroad, 
but  these  were  all  “companionate  marriages.” 

Stanford  University.  —  William  Leonard  Schwarts. 

GEORGES  FINAUD.  Le  Choc.  Paris.  Aux  Editions  de  Pro 
Arte.  12  francs. 

Business  scandals  which  brought  riches  to  some  people  in 
France  during  the  World  War  are  portrayed  in  contrast  to  the 
pitiable  condition  of  the  poor  and  maimed  soldiers. 

Ohio  State  University.  — L.  B.  Nice. 

SANDER  PIERRON.  Vieux-Bonheur.  Bruxelles.  La  Renais¬ 
sance  du  Livre.  1927.  15  francs. 

Isadore  Layman,  a  bachelor,  in  his  father’s  prosperous 
business  with  his  older  brother  Jacob,  a  widower  with  several 
children,  builds  a  charming  house,  Vieux-Bonheur,  dreaming 
of  marriage  to  an  ideal  woman,  and  a  real  home.  Jacob,  know'- 
ing  that  he  will  have  less  of  their  father’s  fortune  in  case  of 
Isidore’s  marriage,  prevents  it  subtly,  partly  through  his  chil¬ 
dren,  whom  Isadore  loves  dearly.  Thd  latter,  being  of  a  more 
generous  and  sympathetic  character  than  his  brother,  relin¬ 
quishes  his  dreams,  and  Vieux-Bonheur,  now  in  ruins  almost, 
becomes  the  symbol  of  his  broken  life. 

An  interesting  and  well-told  story  of  a  man’s  sacrifice. 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma.  — Helen  V.  Rubin. 
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STIJN  STREUVELS.  L’Aoflt,  Dans  I’Eau,  Dimanche 
Repos  du  Soir.  Paris.  Librairie  Stock. 

All  these  stories  by  a  noted  Flemish  writer  are  sad,  and, 
from  the  American  point  of  view,  all  of  them  end  dismally. 
They  carry  the  conviction,  however,  that  Streuvels  writes  truly 
of  the  life  of  the  Flemish  peasants,  both  men  and  women. 

Only  “The  Harvest”  can  be  given  a  few  words.  Rik,  a  boy 
barely  beyond  adolescence,  has  fallen  in  love  with  Lida,  the 
sister  of  his  comrade,  Wies.  He  dare  not  avow  his  love  al¬ 
though  he  feels  sure  that  Lida  understands.  The  hopes,  fears, 
and  hesitations  which  beset  him  in  his  love,  even  the  words 
mounting  to  his  lips  but  never  uttered,  make  in  description  one  of 
the  finest  bits  of  psychologizing  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  is  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  sophistication  and  ultra-frankness  of 
the  modern  American  youth.  It  is  chivalry  again  incarnate. 

In  order  to  obtain  money  Rik  applies  to  go  to  the  south  of 
France  with  a  great  group  of  Flemish  harvesters.  The  journey 
is  made  on  foot.  Thd  harvesting  is  done  with  scythes.  There 
follows  a  description  of  the  suffering  of  the  harvesters  under  the 
southern  sun,  so  vivid  as  to  make  one  thank  God  for  American 
harvesting-machines.  Streuvels  has  more  than  a  gift  for  psycho¬ 
logical  description.  Rik  falls  with  sunstroke  and  does  not  re¬ 
gain  consciousness.  The  death  hardly  arouses  attention  among 
the  obtuse  peasants.  The  burial  is  a  little  less  crude  than  might 
be  given  an  animal.  Wies  alone  accompanies  the  body  to  the 
grave  and  he  alone  must  relate  the  story  and  witness  the  grief 
of  Rik’s  mother  and  of  Lida,  who  had  loved  the  peasant  boy  with 
all  the  simple  sincerity  of  the  peasant  girl.  It  is  “a  short  and 
simple  annal  of  the  poor.” 

University  of  Colorado.  — L.  W.  Cole. 

CHARLES  NODIER.  Contes.  Nouvelle  Edition  ornee  de  Vig¬ 
nettes  de  Tony  Johannot  et  publiee  avec  une  introduction 
d'Edmond  Jaloux.  Paris.  Payot.  1927.  18  francs. 

This  selection  of  the  best  stories  of  Charles  Nodier  is  the 
most  recent  addition  to  the  excellent  illustrated  “Colliection 
Prose  et  Vers,”  which  is  known  for  the  elegance  of  its  typo¬ 
graphy  as  well  as  for  the  excellence  of  its  critical  texts.  It 
was  but  just  to  offer  to  the  reading  public,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
centenary  of  the  Romantic  movement,  a  critical  edition  of  the 
best  stories  of  the  man  who  has  been  called  the  school-master 
of  Romanticism.  Charles  Nodier  appeared  on  the  horizon  at 
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the  dawn  of  Romanticism,  and  was  in  fact  a  Romanticist  when 
Romanticism  was  not  yet  born. 

Charles  Nodier  is  one  of  the  most  charming  story-tellers  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  Perhaps  no  French  writer  merits  the 
title  of  “conteur"  as  well  as  he  does.  He  may  be  considered  as 
the  discoverer  of  the  “nouvelle,”  that  literary  genre  so  dif¬ 
ficult  to  write  and  yet  so  widely  read.  This  writer  was  par¬ 
ticularly  fond  of  the  fantastic  and  funereal.  He  had  strong 
swayings  toward  the  supernatural.  Charles  Nodier  is  the  Frencli 
counterpart  of  the  German  Hoffmann  and  of  our  own  Edgar 
Allan  Poe.  The  story  of  “Trilby,”  w'hich  tells  of  the  love  of  a  gob¬ 
lin  for  a  mortal  maiden,  is  generally  recognized  as  his  master¬ 
piece.  The  other  stories  in  the  volume  are  not  much  less  in¬ 
teresting.  It  may  be  mentioned  in  passing  that  tw'^  of  them. 
“Tresor  des  feves”  et  “Fleur  des  pois”  and  “Histoire  du  chien 
Brisquet,”  were  translated  into  English,  in  1921,  by  Mr.  Macfall 
Haldane  Fraser. 

The  introduction  by  Edmond  Jaloux  is  a  beautiful  and  al¬ 
most  worshipful  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Romantic  mas¬ 
ter  story-teller.  The  text  is  printed  in  clear  letters  on  beautiful 
paper  and  is  accompanied  by  the  charming  engravings,  with 
which  Tony  Johannot,  the  famous  illustrator  of  Romantic  days, 
decorated  the  first  edition  of  the  stories. 

Baker  University.  — Maximilian  Rudwin. 

C.-F.  RAMUZ.  Aline.  Paris.  Bernard  Grasset.  1927,  12  francs. 

Aline,  a  peasant  girl  of  poor  class,  is  seduced  by  a  wealthy 
peasant  whom  she  loves.  He  soon  tires  of  her  and  will  not  mar¬ 
ry  her.  Not  long  after  the  birth  of  her  child  his  parents  affiance 
him,  with  his  consent,  to  a  wealthy  girl  of  another  village.  Upon 
hearing  this  Aline  smothers  her  child  and  hangs  herself.  For 
a  time  Julien  and  his  family  are  criticised  but  the  matter  is  soon 
forgotten.  In  a  few  months  his  wedding  is  celebrated  by  the 
entire  village. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Besse  Clement. 

JEAN  DORSENNE.  Les  Amants  Sans  Amour.  Paris.  J. 

Ferenczi  et  Fils.  1927.  12  francs. 

A  new  treatment  of  the  difficulties  of  a  liaison  between  two 
talented  artists  after  the  first  fires  havei  died  out.  The  revela¬ 
tion  of  their  sorry  plight  comes  through  the  medium  of  a  con¬ 
fessional  diary  given  by  the  desperate  man  in  the  case  to  an 
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intimate  friend,  who  entertains  a  secret  intellectual  admiration 
for  the  lady.  This  friend  records  his  own  reaction  to  the  con¬ 
fession,  and  from  this  double  source  we  learn  that  the  woman  is 
silently  enduring  endless  boredom  for  the  sake  of  a  youthful 
fancy.  The  author’s  powers  of  description  are  remarkable. 

Altus,  Oklahoma.  — Reed  Collier. 

CHRISTIANE  FOURNIER.  Moun,  Vierge  folle.  Paris.  Edi¬ 
tions  Radot.  1927.  10  francs. 

In  this  book  we  find  an  involved,  fantastic  tale  intimately 
relating  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  Moun,  no  longer  young,  dur¬ 
ing  a  seven-day  voyage.  Christiane  Fournier  tells  of  her  re¬ 
solve  to  live  life  to  the  full  during  hefr  journey,  for  she  knows 
that  when  she  leaves  the  boat  she  returns  to  a  drab,  solitary 
condition.  We  follow  her  through  her  various  intrigues  and 
often  become  lost  in  the  maze  of  her  thoughts.  Although  this 
book  is  not  brilliant,  it  is  written  in  a  rather  original  style  which 
deserves  comment.  Few  authors  would  dare  bare  the  soul  of 
a  character  as  this  writer  has  bared  the  soul  of  Moun,  vierge 
folle. 

Paden,  Oklahoma.  — Hortense  Burr. 

GEORGES  IMANN.  Le  Coeur  et  les  Chiffres.  Paris.  Bernard 
Grasset.  1927.  12  francs. 

M.  Imann  has  a  very  pleasing,  soothing  flow  of  French 
with  just  enough  subtle  mockery,  that  characteristically  gallic 
spice,  to  tickle  the  throat.  He  is  sensitive  to  external  phenom¬ 
ena,  and  reveals  a  delicate  inner  reaction  to  the  images  which 
an  impressionistic  realism  absorbs.  In  “Le  Coeur  et  les 
Chiffres,”  the  author  presents  a  series  of  antitheses  whose  pos¬ 
sibilities  would  have  delighted  Hugo:  Paris,  and  the  provinces; 
human  rogues,  inhuman  gentlemen;  throbbing  life,  dull  routine. 
However  no  colossal  thunderbolts  bombard  our  ears.  M  Imann 
procedes  with  Flaubertian  realism  to  almost  the  very  end 
of  the  novel,  and  then  breaks  down  and  confesses  his  grievances 
against  the  modern  social  order.  Society?  “D’un  cote,  des 
coquins  avoues,  de  I’autre  des  forbans  hypocrites.”  Morality? 
Merely  a  shadow  to  conceal  self-interest  and  ambition.  The 
cure?  Indulgence,  the  only  truly  human  and  worthy  virtue. 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — Maurice  Halperin. 
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LOUIS  CHARBONNEAU.  Aziz6<  Paris.  J.  Ferenczi  et  Fils. 

12  francs. 

Written  in  the  form  of  a  diary  of  a  young  French  trader  in 
tropical  Africa,  the  novel  is  concerned  with  the  love  of  the  young 
man  for  a  beautiful  native  girl.  The  gradual  expansion  of  the 
feeling  of  the  refined  European  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
primitive  African  on  the  other,  is  depicted  with  subtlety  and 
sincerity,  if  somewhat  realistically,  in  places. 

Alongside  the  love  story  the  author  gives  us  an  ex¬ 
cellent  insight  into  the  life  of  the  negroes,  their  customs,  their 
home  relations,  their  intertribal  affairs,  etc.  This  information  is 
imparted  with  a  charming  inobtrusiveness,  mostly  by  mere  hints 
and  casual  bits  of  information,  yet  forcefully  and  effectively. 
The  whole  exhibits  the  earmarks  of  the  genuine  talent  of  a 
born  novelist. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Nathan  Altshiller  Court. 

RAOUL  DE  NAVERY.  Le  Cloitre  Rouge.  Paris.  Gautier  & 
Languercau.  1927.  6  francs. 

This  is  a  picture  of  life  in  Flanders  at  the  time  of  Charles 
the  Bold;  the  pageants,  the  love  of  art  and  religious  devotion 
of  the  people  are  described.  The  story  centers  about  Hugo 
van  der  Goes,  who  was  too  happy  in  his  success  in  painting, 
in  the  favor  of  his  prince,  in  his  large  fortune  and  his  love  for 
his  wife  and  child;  tragedy  overwhelmed  him  one  night,  and  he 
retired  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  in  a  monastery. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  — Margaret  M.  Nice. 

R.  de  NAVERY.  L’Amour  de  Cain.— P.  DEMOUSSON. 
L*Ourae. — H.  JAGOT.  La  Curieuse  Aventure  de  Marie 
CotellL— CHAM  POL.  En  Deux  Mots.  M.  THIfiRRY 
La  Chaine  Rouge.  Paris.  Gautier-Languereau. 

1927.  70  centimes  each. 

These  gaudily  covered  novelettes  are  designed  for  family 
reading;  they  abound  in  adventures,  sweet  heroines,  noble  heroes, 
and  villains  who  repent  of  their  wicked  ways.  I  cannot  see  that 
there  is  anything  in  them  to  appeal  to  cultured  readers. 
Columbus,  Ohio.  — Margaret  M.  Nice. 

HENRY  VEZIAN.  Taurois.  Roman.  Paris.  Editions  de  la 
Pensee  Latine.  9  francs. 

This  story  of  early  Christian  martydom  and  proselytism  has 
none  of  Sienkiewicz’s  elegance,  Anatole  France’s  depth,  or 
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Kingley’s  analysis;  it  cannot  claim  even  the  ardor  and  dramatic 
power  displayed  in  “Ben  Hur.”  But  it  may  carry  away  unso¬ 
phisticated  readers,  endowed  with  simple  and  unquestioning 
faith.  The  doctrine  of  self-immolation  and  the  purifying  in¬ 
fluence  of  suffering  is  set  forth  with  naive  conviction.  Simon 
the  Leprous  and  Mary  of  Magdala  are  the  two  messengers  of 
the  new  faith,  and  their  apostolic  work  takes  place  on  the  Med¬ 
iterranean  shore  of  present  day  France. 

Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 

JEAN  GIRAUDOUX.  Eglantine.  Paris.  Bernard  Grasset.  1927. 

A  rather  uninteresting  account  of  a  French  girl  and  two  of 
her  lovers.  There  is  very  little  action  in  the  story.  The  greater 
part  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  the  philosophy  of  these  two 
men  which  does  not  seem  to  have  much  value. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Clara  Lou  Siros. 

ANDRB  CHAMSON.  Lea  Hommes  de  la  Route.  Paris.  Ber¬ 
nard  Grasset.  1927. 

A  young  man  marries  an  ambitious  girl.  He  owns  a  farm 
where  he  would  like  to  live,  but  she  wishes  to  move  to  the 
village  near  there  where  they  will  have  more  advantages.  They 
do  this.  He  finds  work  with  a  road  gang.  Years  pass  and 
their  son,  who  has  been  given  a  fairly  good  education,  moves 
to  a  still  larger  place  where  he  will  have  more  advantages. 
The  mother  then  loses  interest  in  life  and  dies.  The  father 
goes  back  to  his  farm.  This  is  a^  true  picture  of  life.  As  long 
as  we  are  discontented  with  what  we  have,  we  move;  some¬ 
times  up,  sometimes  down. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Clara  Lou  Siros. 

JACQUES  DE  LACRETELLE.  Lettres  Espagntdes.  Paris. 
Librairie  Gallimard.  1927.  9  francs. 

A  dejected  lover  analyzes  his  feelings  during  a  trip  through 
southern  Spain.  Judging  from  these  letters,  his  thoughts  rest 
upon  his  “bonne  amie”  in  Paris  more  than  upon  the  cities  he  visits. 

— T.  D. 

ALEXANDRE  DUMAS.  Maitre  Adam  le  Calabrais.— La  Co- 
lombe.— THEOPHILE  GAUTIER.  La  BeUe-Jeimy.— 

STENDHAL.  L’Abbesae  de  Castro.  Paris.  Librairie 
Larousse.  6  francs  each. 

More  praise  for  Larousse!  This  new  series  of  reprints  is 
an  excellent  example  of  good  workmanship  at  the  least  possible 
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cost  to  the  reader.  For  a  mere  six  francs  you  have  a  popular 
classic*  on  cheap  paper,  but  in  excellent  type  with  very  few 
misprints,  and  attractively  bound  with  stiff  covers. 

“La  Belle-Jenny”  is  relatively  unknown,  as  is  “L’Abbesse 
de  Castro.”  The  former  is  an  exotic  tale  of  India  and  England, 
of  the  sea,  and  of  Napoleon.  Though  a  work  of  minor  impor¬ 
tance,  the  eminent  artistry  of  Gautier  is  clearly  apparent.  The 
latter  is  also  one  of  the  less  known  of  Stendhal’s  w'orks,  but 
“L’Abbesse  de  Castro”  has  this  much  in  common  with  the 
author’s  best  efforts  in  that  it  has  an  Italian  background,  a 
preciseness  and  clarity  of  form,  and  that  impersonal  psycho¬ 
logical  analysis  so  characteristic  of  “Le  Rouge  et  le  Noir”  and 
“La  Chartreuse  de  Parme.” 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Maurice  Halperin. 

BERNARD  FAY.  Faites  vos  Jeux.  Paris.  B.  Grasset.  1927. 

12  francs. 

If  the  talented  professor  has  attempted  to  define  a  cer¬ 
tain  stratum  of  our  American  society  by  the  half-dozen  short 
stories,  his  definition  has  gone  awry.  However  open-minded 
we  may  be,  we  cannot  accept  his  description  of  our  American 
university  youth  as  typical  or  representative  of  that  extremely 
complex  group.  We  do  not  quite  understand  the  hysterical 
sentimentality  with  which  he  characterizes  the  college  man,  un¬ 
less  it  be  an  unconscious  transplanting  of  his  own  Gallic  ef¬ 
fusiveness.  Yet,  as  a  story-writer,  M.  Fay  shows  promise. 
In  this,  his  first  fiction,  he  presents  his  characters  boldly,  but 
with  the  sensitive  touch  of  an  artist.  For  the  most  part,  he 
makes  use  of  a  staccato,  emotionalized  prose  to  fit  his  interp¬ 
retation  of  the  chaotic  pulsation  of  American  life. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Maurice  Halperin. 

Fables  Chinoises.  Translated  by  EDOUARD  CHAVANNES. 

Versified  by  MME.  E.  CHAVANNES.  Paris.  Bossard.  1928. 

15  francs. 

These  Buddhist  fables  are  charming  examples  of  Indian 
literature,  which,  destroyed  in  India  by  the  Mohammedan  con¬ 
querors,  came  with  the  Buddhist  missionaries  into  China. 
Nearly  all  the  tales  are  unfamiliar  to  Westerners,  and  some 
seem  to  have  peculiar  morals.  There  is  a  touching  story  of  a 
little  peasant,  menaced  by  a  forest  fire,  who  cried  on  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  fire  for  grace,  whereupon  the  flames  passed  on 
either  side.  We  learn  of  the  punishment  meted  out  to  a 
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wicked  jackal  chief  who  smashed  the  water  jars  set  for  thirsty 
travellers  without  regard  to  the  sage  advice  of  his  companions; 
and  of  the  tender-hearted  holy  man  who  endured  a  terrible 
beating  rather  than  inform  the  shop-keeper  that  his  parrot  had 
swallowed  the  missing  pearl.  The  versification  is  well  done, 
and  the  drawings  have  spirit  and  charm. 

Amherst,  Mass.  — Constance  E.  Nice. 

PIERRE  VILLETARD.  Le  Prince  CharmanC  Paris.  Editions 
Gautier-Languereau.  8.50  and  12  francs. 

This  little  novel,  admirably  written  with  that  precision  and 
delicacy  of  feeling  for  words  so  peculiarly  M,  Villetard’s,  tells 
how  Monique  Dautrive,  feeling  that  her  step-mother  had  robbed 
her  of  her  father’s  affection,  resolved  to  rebel  and  seek  her  a 
prince  charming  in  the  world.  Her  prince  unfortunately  proved 
invulnerable  to  her  blandishments,  and  she  received  likewise 
the  painful  name  of  frivolous.  But  after  her  father’s  death 
and  a  reconciliation  with  her  step-mother,  Monique  quieted  down 
decidedly  and  eventually  married  a  country  doctor,  a  young  man 
of  ambition  and  comrade  since  childhood. 

Oklahoma  City.  — W.  K.  Ivy. 

HENRI  BERNAY.  Le  Scolopendre.  Paris.  Larousse.  1927. 

5.50  francs. 

A  romance  of  polar  exploration,  in  search  of  an  immensely 
rich  platinum  deposit.  “Le  Scolopendre’’  is  an  amphibious  craft, 
propelled  by  gasoline,  and  designed  to  provide  comfort  and  safety 
in  traversing  the  ice  of  Greenland.  The  narrative  suggests  the 
stories  of  Jules  Verne,  with  the  usual  assortment  of  narrow 
escapes,  disguises,  and  marvellous  inventions.  It  is  well  enough 
constructed  to  hold  the  attention  of  those  who  enjoy  a  tale  of 
pure  adventure  without  modern  psychological  subtleties. 

Oregon  State  Agricultural  College.  — Lucia  Haley. 

GABRIEL  MAURIERE.  Peau-de-Peche.  Paris.  Gedalge.  1927. 

5,  7  and  8  francs. 

This  is  the  story,  with  the  slightest  of  plots,  of  a  rosy- 
cheeked  Paris  gamin  who  is  transplanted  to  a  farm  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  to  grow  up  as  a  peasant  loving  the  soil.  The  chief  interest 
is  in  the  atmosphere  of  rural  life  against  the  background  of  the 
late  war,  and  the  description  of  a  boyish  friendship.  There  is 
a  slight  love  story.  Entirely  harmless  for  the  young  person, 
but  would  probably  bore  the  modern  boy  or  girl. 

Oregon  State  Agricultural  College.  — Lucia  Haley. 
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LILY  JEAN-JAVAL.  La  Quenouille  de  Bonheur.  Paris 
Gedalge.  1927.  5,  7  and  8  francs. 

The  scene  of  this  conventional  story  for  girls  is  laid  in 
the  middle  nineteenth  century,  and  the  heroine  has  all  the  sen¬ 
sibility  of  that  period.  Such  plots  as  there  is  concerns  the  death 
of  her  mother,  her  friendship  with  a  girl  of  her  own  age,  and 
and  her  unhappiness  over  the  marriage  of  the  man  she  loves 
to  this  same  friend. 

Oregon  State  Agricultural  College.  — Lucia  Haley. 

SUZANNE  STROWSKA.  L^gendes  Polonaises.  Paris.  Li- 
brairie  Bloud  et  Gay.  1927.  12.60  francs. 

One  rarely  meets  such  charming,  refreshing  tales  as  these 
Polish  legends.  They  are  ten  in  number — several  of  considerable 
length — and  they  deal  with  such  popular  subjects  as  peasants, 
animals,  robbers,  sorcerers  and  princes.  There  lurks  in  this 
legendary  world  a  strange,  distant  atmosphere.  It  is  the  flavor 
of  the  Polish  soil,  with  its  characteristic  crudities  and  quaint 
realism.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  author,  for 
she  has  rendered  the  stories  into  a  pure,  simple  prose,  with  an 
unusual  delicacy,  sense  of  humor,  and  the  least  grain  of  sophisti¬ 
cation. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Maurice  Halperin. 

La  Semaine  de  Suzette.  Vingt-troisieme  annee  premier  semestre. 

Paris.  Edition  Gautier-Languereau.  1927.  Abonnement  d’un 
an,  France  et  Colonies.  18  francs.  Etranger,  25  ou  32 
francs,  selon  le  pays — ^tats-Unis,  25  francs. 

- -  deuixieme  semestre. 

Neatly  bound  in  illustrated  cardboard  covers,  the  two  vol¬ 
umes  represent  the  yearly  collection  of  the  weekly  issues  of 
this  delightful  children’s  magazine.  To  be  precise,  it  is  a  pub¬ 
lication  for  little  girls  of  from  ten  to  fifteen,  but  many  of  the 
stories,  jokes,  novels,  plays,  and  illustrated  comics  like  the  fa¬ 
mous  Becassine  series,  interest  also  boys  of  the  same  ages. 
The  usual  criticism  of  most  children’s  magazines  is  applicable 
to  “La  Semaine  de  Suzette:’’  too  much  moralizing  and  too 
much  insistence  on  sugary  virtues  and  angelic  perfection;  also 
often  artificial  plots  and  unreal  characters.  But  the  judgment 
of  adults  does  not  always  coincide  with  that  of  the  children, 
and  youthful  readers  delight  in  “La  Semaine  de  Suzette.’’ 
Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 
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FRANCISCO  CONTRERAS.  El  Pueblo  Maravilloso.  Paris. 
Agencia  Mondial  de  Libreria.  5  pesetas. 

A  collection  of  loosely  connected  events  dealing  with  super¬ 
stitions  and  legends  and  their  effect  on  the  highly  susceptible 
uneducated  class  of  Chilean  folk,  the  work  relies  lor  its  interest 
on  the  peculiarity  of  the  happenings  related.  Entertaining  to  a  de¬ 
gree,  but,  aside  from  giving  us  a  perhaps  exaggerated  notion  of 
the  gullibility  of  the  Chilean  populace,  the  book  has  no  g^reat 
value. 

Oklahoma  Central  State  Teacher’s  College. — Dwight  M.  Davis. 

V.  GARCIA  MARTI.  Una  Punta  de  Europa.  Madrid.  Editorial 
Mundo  Latino.  1927. 

A  very  interesting  study  of  the  “gallegos.”  After  all  this  time 
they  still  live  more  for  the  past  than  for  the  future.  Their  tradi¬ 
tions  play  a  great  part  in  their  lives.  The  aim  of  the  author  of  this 
study  is  to  bring  about  an  awakening  and  have  these  people  edu¬ 
cated  to  what  is  going  on  in  the  world  around  them. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Clara  Lou  Siros. 

JEAN  JACQUES  ROUSSEAU.  El  contrato  social,  o  sea  Prin- 
cipios  del  derecho  politico.  Barcelona.  Casa  editorial  Maucci. 
2  pesetas. 

A  faithful  and  accurate  translation  of  a  fragment  of  the  larg¬ 
er  work  “Institutions  Politiques,”  the  rest  of  which,  so  far  as  it 
was  ever  written,  was  destroyed  by  the  author  at  the  time  when 
the  fragment  was  detached  from  it  and  published  in  1762.  Be¬ 
cause  this  fragment  was  the  most  abstract  part,  the  impression  is 
given  that  Rousseau’s  system  was  more  speculative  than  it  really 
was. 

The  translation  is  preceded  by  a  biographical  and  critical 
introduction  by  J.  Brissa. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Gladys  A.  Barnes. 

Coleccidn  de  Documentoa  Iniditos  para  la  Hiatoria  de  Ibero- 
Am6rica  recopilados  por  SANTIAGO  MONTOTO.  Tomo  I. 
Madrid.  Compahia  Ibero-Americana  de  Publicaciones.  S.  A. 
1927.  25  pesetas. 

This  book  of  documents  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  volumes 
to  be  issued  by  the  Compahia  Ibero-Am6rica  de  Publicaciones 
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«nder  the  editorship  of  a  distinguished  group  of  Spanish  histori¬ 
ans.  The  purpose  is  to  correct  and  complete  the  history  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  particularly  the  colonization,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards 
in  the  rich  land  of  the  Indies, 

This  volume  of  forty-seven  documents  from  the  Archivo 
General  de  Indias,  bears  upon  the  history  of  New  Spain,  1531- 
1563.  Subjects  dealt  with  are:  petitions  for  allotments  of  Indians, 
testimonies  of  service  during  the  Conquest,  the  condition  of  New 
Spain,  Indian  petitions  for  possession  of  their  lands,  making  and 
consumption  of  beer,  reports  concerning  the  royal  treasury,  re¬ 
ports  on  ecclesiastical  conditions.  It  is  interesting  that  fully  a 
fourth  of  the  documents  concern  Indian  questions.  Outstanding  is 
^he  account,  over  one  hundred  pages  long,  of  the  rebellion  of  the 
Zacatecas  and  Guachichiles  Indians.  This  and  other  documents 
contain  valuable  ethnographical  information.  The  editing  has 
been  done  with  great  care.  A  complete  statement  of  the  location 
of  each  paper  is  given;  the  exact  spelling  is  preserved,  and  where 
doubt  exists,  proper  indication  has  been  given. 

This  important  publication  will  receive  the  blessing  of  all 
Spanish-American  students.  It  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  develop 
into  a  second  undertaking  of  the  character  familiarly  known  as 
‘JDocumentos  Ineditos.”  If  so  the  material  will  aid  not  only  in 
doing  away  with  the  legends  of  Spain  in  America  but  will  assist 
in  placing  American  history  on  the  broad  foundation  upon  which 
it  deserves  to  rest. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — A.  B.  Thomas. 

GONZ.\LO  R.  LAFORA.  Don  Juan,  Los  Milagros  y  otros  en- 
sayos.  Madrid.  Biblioteca  Nueva,  1927.  5  pesetas. 

The  writer  of  this  group  of  essays  is  a  physician.  He  dis¬ 
agrees  with  Maeztu,  who  thinks  Don  Juan  a  myth,  and  considers 
him  the  epitome  of  Spanish  character. 

The  second  essay  discloses  a  doctor’s  view  of  miracle  cures, 
Christian  Science,  its  Jewish  counterpart,  new  thought,  spiritual¬ 
ism  and  theosophy.  The  other  essays  seem  less  important.  One, 
“Reflexiones  sobre  la  inspiracion  en  el  arte  y  en  la  ciencia,”  at¬ 
tempts  to  explain  or  analyze  the  physical  basis  for  inspiration, 
the  effect  of  isolation,  of  illness,  and  abnormal  psychology.  The 
lourth  essay  explains  “cubismo  y  expresionismo”  as  reversion 
to  the  primitive.  The  fifth  and  last  essay  concerns  itself  with 
spiritualism  as  an  aftermath  of  the  world  war. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Gladys  A.  Barnes. 
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SANTA  TERESA  DE  JESUS.  Libro  de  su  Vida.  Madrid.  Edi¬ 
torial  Ibero-Africano-Americana.  Two  volumes.  1.25 
pesetas  each  volume. 

Would  there  be  any  serious  protests  at  the  statement  that 
St.  Teresa  of  Avila  is  the  world’s  greatest  woman  writer?  It 
is  hard  to  make  Sappho  palpable,  harder  still  to  make  George 
Eliot  great,  hardest  of  all  to  invest  either  Amy  Lowell  or  Anita 
Loos  with  classic  dignity.  Yes,  the  world’s  greatest  woman  writer 
was  a  Carmelite  nun! 

Two  suggestive  books  have  recently  been  written  about  this 
very  unusual  and  eminently  human  woman,  one  in  French  by 
Louis  Bertrand,  one  in  English  by  Mrs.  Cecil  Chesterton.  They 
are  quantitively  slight  accretions  to  the  immense  library  of 
Teresan  commentary  in  all  the  languages  under  heaven.  To  this 
day  a  good  many  English  letterwriters  sign  themselves,  “Your 
Teresan  friend,’’  or  “Yours  devotedly  in  St.  Teresa.’’  The  explana¬ 
tion?  Well,  the  Spanish  mystic  and  business  woman,  who  could 
loth  fall  into  an  ecstasy  and  cook  an  incomparable  omelette, 
managed  to  have  a  distinctive  personality  and  a  rich  Castilian 
style,  and  both  are  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Her  Life. 

The  present  edition,  prefaced  by  a  superfluous  but  consider¬ 
ately  brief  Prologo  by  a  Father  Delgado,  is  well  enough  printed 
and  should  serve  to  make  a  remarkable  autobiography  known 
to  the  uninitiated.  It  is  without  notes,  explanations  or  biblio¬ 
graphical  aids. 

St.  Mary’s  College,  — Brother  Leo. 

Oakland,  California. 

MANUEL  JOSfe  QUINTANA.  Poesfas.  Edicion,  prologo  y  no- 
tas  de  Narciso  Alonso  Cortes.  Clasicos  Castellanos,  tomo 
78.  Madrid.  1927.  5  pesetas. 

The  deficiencies  in  the  poetic  work  of  Quintana  are  chiefly 
monotony  and  dogmatism.  These  however  are  perhaps  more 
the  product  of  his  century  than  a  personal  shortcoming;  and  they 
find  their  compensation  in  an  expression  which  is  noble  in  con¬ 
tent,  majestic  in  form  and  exalted  in  quality  when  definitely 
linked  with  emotions  of  patriotic  fervor  or  expressing  deep  philo¬ 
sophical  convictions  as  to  man’s  dignity,  liberty  and  ideals. 

His  writings,  possessing  the  solidity  of  classic  art,  lack 
lyricism.  While  not  leaving  scope  to  the  reader’s  imagination 
because  of  their  extreme  compactness,  they  may  be  considered 
to  balance  that  part  of  our  modern  output  in  which  emotion  runs 
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rampant  and  results  in  a  certain  disjointed,  incoherent  form. 

Commendable,  therefore,  has  been  the  step  taken  by  “Cla- 
sicos  Castellanos”  in  incorporating  in  their  series  the  works  of 
a  figure  who,  in  the  appreciative  comments  of  Menendez  y  Pela- 
yo,  “ranks  below  Schiller  and  Goethe,  is  on  a  plane  with  Chenier 
and  Robert  Burns,  and  superior  to  Alfieri  and  Monti.” 

Alonso  Cortes,  the  editor,  to  whose  labors  we  are  already 
indebted  for  other  editions  in  the  same  collection,  deserves  un¬ 
qualified  praise  established  in  his  previous  contributions.  He  is 
characteristically  modest,  but  the  excellence  of  his  accomplish¬ 
ment  may  well  serve  as  a  model. 

University  of  California.  — Erasmo  Buceta. 

PETER  B.  KYNE.  Un  Coraz6n  comprensivo.  5  pesetas. — Gap¬ 
py  Ricks  se  retira.  3.50  pesetas. — ZANE  GREY.  Los  Jinetes  de 
la  Pradera  Roja.  3.50  pesetas.  —  HENRI  GRBVILLE.  Perdida. 
1.50  pesetas.  —  JORGE  GIBBS.  La  Puerta  Cerrada.  1.50  pesetas. 
—  BERTA  RUCK.  eChico  o  Chica?  1.50  pesetas.  —  MARY 
FLORAN.  En  Secreto.  1.50  pesetas.  Barcelona.  Editorial 
Juventud.  1928. 

Peter  B.  Kyne’s  pleasant  tale  of  the  California  forests,  his 
latest  Cappy  Ricks  offering,  Zane  Grey’s  rapid  gun-man  novel 
of  Utah,  Henri  Gr^ville’s  lachrymose  and  edifying  record  of  a 
little  girl’s  troubles  and  final  success  and  hapincss,  George  Gibb’s 
lively  New  York  society  novel,  Bertha  Ruck’s  adventurous  and 
amusing  woman-chauffeur  fantasy,  and  Mary  Floran’s  sentimen¬ 
tal  study  of  passion  and  sacrifice,  dressed  out  in  Spanish 
and  sold  at  a  much  lower  price  than  would  secure  any  of  them  in 
its  original  language. 

— R.  T.  H. 

EDUARDO  GARCIA  PANDO.  Placerea  Ingenues.  Madrid. 
Libreria  Fernando  Fe.  1927.  4  pesetas. 

An  utterly  putrid  attempt  to  revive  through  reminiscence, 
the  sparks  in  the  ashes  of  a  repulsively  illicit  love  affair.  A  good 
study  in  the  psychology  of  eroticism,  but  not  literature. 
Oklahoma  City  — Kenneth  C.  Kaufman. 

HUGO  WAST.  Tierra  de  jaguares.  Sangre  en  el  umbraL  Buenos 
Aires.  L.  J.  Rosso.  1927.  2.50  pesos  each. 

“Tierra  de  jaguares,”  the  last  of  the  trilogy  of  historical 
novels  in  which  the  popular  Argentine  novelist  deals  with  the 
Alzaga  conspiracy  of  1812,  is  as  full  of  adventure  and  romance 
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as  one  of  our  “western”  cinemas  and  will  doubtless  prove  as  pop¬ 
ular  as  its  predecessors,  “Myriam  la  conspiradora”  and  “El  Jinete 
de  fuego.” 

“Sangre  en  el  umbral”  comes  as  a  distinct  surprise  to  one 
pccustomed  to  the  melodramatic  stock-in-trade  of  Sr.  Wast’s 
longer  novels.  Among  the  eleven  stories  making  up  this  volume, 
are  some  of  the  best  the  reviewer  has  come  across  in  a  long 
time.  These  realistic  glimpses  of  the  pathos  in  the  lives  of  “crio- 
lio”  and  “gringo”  make  one  hope  that  Sr.  Wast  will  further  cul¬ 
tivate  this  field. 

— T.  D. 

VICENTE  BLASCO  IBANEZ.  NoveUs  de  Amor  y  de 
Muerte.  Valencia.  Prometeo.  1927.  5  pesetas. 

In  this  collection  of  six  short  stories  there  is  a  common 
theme  of  thwarted  love  and  of  inevitable  human  sorrows.  The 
stories  are  of  an  arrogant  Spanish  woman  in  a  provincial  town, 
of  an  Irish-Mexican  actress  in  Hollywood,  of  a  simple <  Galician 
who  goes  to  Buenos  Aires  to  make  his  fortune,  of  an  exiled  Rus¬ 
sian  dancer  at  Monte  Carlo,  of  a  young  musician  who  loves  a 
nun,  and  lastly  the  legend  of  the  Buddha. 

The  descriptive  passages  are  in  the  author’s  best  style. 
Elizabeth,  New  Jerey.  — Doris  Snavely. 

A.  IBANEZ  BARRANQUERO.  Jerusalin  y  Babilonia.  Madrid. 

Tipografia  Fontana. 

This  novel  is  reminiscent  of  Jules  V'^erne.  The  time  of  the 
story  is  many  centuries  in  the  future.  Because  of  excessive  sun¬ 
spots  the  peoples  of  this  globe  have  had  to  take  refuge  within  the 
earth  near  the  equator.  They  build  up  a  new  civilization  which 
is  very  modern  and  very  fantastic.  The  aim  of  the  novel  is  to 
show  Spain’s  strength  in  religion  and  government  as  compared 
to  other  nations  of  Europe;  and  to  show  the  Spanish-American 
countries  how  much  hold  Spain  still  has  on  them  in  the  matter 
of  religion  and  language. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Clara  Lou  Siros. 

JUAN  VALERA.  Obras  Escogidas.  Madrid.  1925.  Ilustradas 
por  Fernando  Marco  y  editadas  por  La  Biblioteca  Nueva. 

15  vols. 

This  is  an  example  of  a  work  of  popularization  carried  out  in 
an  admirably  attractive  and  effective  manner.  The  editors  have 
wished  to  present  Valera  to  the  Spanish-reading  public  m  his 
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capacities  of  novelist,  short-story  writer,  essayist  and  poet.  The 
presentation  has  been  thoughtfully  and  intelligently  made.  The 
eleven  volumes  which  have  thus  far  appeared  are  beautifully 
printed  on  good,  white  paper  and  illustrated  with  drawings  in 
black  and  white  by  Fernando  Marco  and  with  page  decorations 
by  the  same  artist.  The  drawings  are  numerous  and  excellent. 
The  artist  has  given  himself  the  trouble  of  adapting  the  costumes 
of  his  figures  to  the  period  of  the  action,  and  of  introducing 
variety  and  movement  into  the  drawings  themselves,  so  that 
they  are  in  no  sense  perfunctory  or  stereotyped  and,  within  their 
limitations,  contribute  distinctly  to  the  enjoyment  of  handling 
the  volumes. 

As  was  to  be  expected  (and  desired)  the  bulk  of  the  space — 
ten  volumes  out  of  the  fifteen — has  been  given  to  the  novels. 
The  editors  chose  to  begin  the  series  with  the  relatively  unim¬ 
portant  “Juanita  la  Larga,”  perhaps  because  it  is  the  least  con¬ 
troversial  among  them,  being  a  pleasant  and  innocuous  picture  ot 
Andalusian  life  and  manners.  It  would  have  been  more  logical 
to  begin  with  “Pepita  Jimenez,”  which  is  chronologically  and 
artistically  first  among  the  author’s  novels,  as  well  as  much  more 
representative  of  the  philosophical  trend  of  his  thinking.  Follow 
in  order  the  tragic  “Doha  Luz,”  “Pepita  Jimenez,”  in  which  the 
same  conflict  between  human  and  divine  love  is  more  happily 
resolved,  ‘El  Comendador  Mendoza,”  with  its  curious  ethical 
problem  resulting  from  an  adultery  many  years  old,  the  subtle, 
psychological  “Pasarse  de  Listo,”  the  delicately  scabrous  “Genio 
y  Figura,”  the  rather  ponderous  “Morsamor,”  the  brilliantly 
sceptical  “Ilusiones  del  Doctor  Faustino”  (vols.  8  and  9)  and  the 
beautiful  translation  of  “Dafnis  y  Cloe,”  which  one  is  particularly 
grateful  to  the  editors  for  including  when  it  might  easily  have 
been  left  out  as  a  “mere”  translation. 

V’^olume  XI,  the  last  of  the  series  which  has  thus  far  appeared, 
:s  devoted  to  the  “Cuentos”  and  contains  a  good  representation, 
including  two  of  the  best  known,  “El  Pajaro  Verde”  and  “La 
Buena  Fama.”  Volume  XII  is  to  contain  “Poesias”  and  Volumes 
XIII  to  XV,  “Ensayos  Escogidos.”  It  was,  perhaps,  impossible 
to  leave  out  the  “Poesias,”  though  surely  no  one  would  maintain 
that  they  today  have  any  but  an  academic  interest.  The  editors 
will  have  an  extremely  difficult  task  of  selection  and  elimination 
in  choosing  from  the  Essays  material  for  but  three  volumes.  It 


SPANISH  FICTION  55 

will  be  impossible  to  please  everyone  and  it  seems  safe  to  leave 
♦he  task  to  their  capable  hands. 

University  of  Kansas.  — Arthur  L.  Owen. 

HUBERTO  PEREZ  DE  LA  OSSA.  La  Casa  de  los  masones. 
Madrid.  Mundo  Latino.  1927.  5  pesetas. 

Rather  artificial  melodrama  which,  after  holding  the  reader  in 
suspense  for  a  time,  leaves  him  still  expecting  something  to 
happen. 

— T.  D. 

RICARDO  LEON.  Los  Trabjadores  de  la  Muerte.  Madrid. 
Hernando.  1927.  $1.25. 

“The  Workers  of  Death”  is  a  novel  in  the  form  of  a  biog- 
laphy  of  a  Spanish  nobleman  who  was  also  Prince  of  Albania. 
Entering  the  diplomatic  service,  he  was  moved  about  from  post 
to  post,  finding  himself  at  odds  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
He  saw  in  the  attitudes  of  most,  if  not  all,  governments  an  im¬ 
perialistic  tendency  which  he  longed  to  combat  along  with  other 
injustices  prevalent  today.  Most  of  all,  it  seemed  to  be  his  desire 
to  do  away  with  the  feeling  of  national  hatreds.  But  in  the  Soviet 
government,  although  it  purported  to  allay  these  evils,  he  saw 
only  another  form  of  the  same  old  thing. 

Finally,  he  was  assassinated  in  the  mountains  of  Albania, 
presumably  by  a  young  communist  woman  who  feared  he  might 
accept  the  crown  of  Albania,  as  the  young  lady’s  father  had 
suggested  to  the  prince. 

Oklahoma  Central  State  Teachers’  College.  — D.  M.  Davis. 

RAMON  MARIA  TENREIRO.  Nuevas  florecillas  de  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Madrid.  Ediciones  de  “La  Lectura.” 

An  experienced  and  capable  compiler  of  reading  matter  for 
the  young  here  presents  half  a  dozen  agreeable  legends  of  the 
holy  doings  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  and  his  associates.  Very 
Catholic,  very  Latin,  that  is  to  say,  very  sentimental  and  rhetori¬ 
cal,  the  stories  are  uniformly  tasteful  and  charming,  and  the  ac¬ 
companying  line-drawings  by  Manuel  de  Velasco  are  admirable. 
The  little  incident  entitled  “La  Tentacion  de  Fray  Conrado,” 
particularly,  is  a  gem. 

— R.  T.  H. 

THE  WHIMSICAL  Alexandre  Arnoux  has  a  fantastic  vol¬ 
ume  of  prose-poetry  called  “Rencontres  avec  Richard  Wagner” 
*  Paris,  Grasset). 


BOOK  IN  SWEDISH 

MARTIN  LAMM.  Strindbergs  dramer,  I,  II.  Stockholm.  Albert 
Bonniers  forlag.  1924,  1926. 

Within  the  last  few  years  many  works  have  been  written  on 
Strindberg,  especially  in  French  and  German.  Most  of  these  are 
of  doubtful  value;  some  are  good;  a  few  possess  genuine  critical 
value.  Of  these  few  the  first  place  must,  without  any  doubt  be 
conceded  to  the  above-named  volumes  in  which  Professor  Lamm, 
one  of  the  ablest  Swedish  critics,  discusses  Strindberg’s  entire 
dramatic  production. 

Altho  this  work,  based  as  it  is,  on  extremely  thoro-going  re¬ 
search,  satisfies  the  most  rigid  demands  of  scholarship,  it  is 
easily  read  and  can  be  recommended  as  a  good  introduction  to 
Strindberg.  It  throws  many  sidelights  on  Strindberg’s  life  and 
on  his  work  outside  the  drama.  So  many  aspects  are  treated  and 
so  many  different  factors  brought  to  bear  on  the  discussion,  that 
the  reader  gets  a  well-rounded  view  of  the  Swedish  author.  The 
close  relation  between  Strindberg’s  life  and  his  works;  the  place 
occupied  by  his  plays  in  his  authorship  in  general;  his  relation  to 
the  different  schools  of  literature  and  to  other  writers;  the  auto¬ 
biographical  element  in  his  plays;  the  philosophical,  social  and 
religious  ideas  underlying  them — these  are  some  of  the  problem# 
dealt  with.  As  a  rule  the  discussion  of  each  play  is  accompanied 
by  a  concise  synopsis  as  well  as  a  critical  evaluation  of  its  artis¬ 
tic  effectiveness. 

Phillips  University.  — Harry  V.  E.  Palmblad. 

THE  AMALTHEA-VERLAG  of  Zurich,  Leipzig,  Wien, 
issues  a  delightful  collection  of  essays  on  famous  Viennese  wom¬ 
en.  Maria  Theresa,  Marie  Antoinette,  Karoline  Pichler,  Fanny 
Elssler,  and  a  score  of  others,  by  various  famous  hands,  among 
them  Hugo  von  Hofmannsthal,  Grillparzer,  Marie  von  Ebner- 
Eschenbach,  Herman  Bahr.  The  book  is  called  “Die  Wienerin 
im  Spiegel  der  Jahrhunderte,”  and  is  edited  by  Raoul  Auern- 
heimer. 

ANDRE  THfiRIVE  publishes  with  Grasset,  Paris,  a  novel 
of  sensuality  and  sadness  called  “Sans  ame.” 


BOOKS  IN  ITALIAN 

DIEGO  VALERI.  Ariele.  Milano.  Ed.  Mondadori.  10  lire. 

Quiet  verses,  punctuated  by  many  fresh  phrases,  underlined 
with  melancholic  mysticism. 

In  “Annunciazione,”  the  first  poem  in  the  book,  the  poet 
introduces  himself  as  a  worshiper  of  gentle  beauty,  a  lover  of 
bumble  things  and  an  apostle  of  all  the  thread-bare  poeticisms 
of  the  “noble  nineties.”  In  “Annunciazione”  he  gives  us  “a 
blooming  window” — a  “smile  of  fishes,”  “a  flight  of  doves,”  “a 
sapphire  river,”  through  which  a  sad-hearted  lad  ambles  “with 
his  dear  and  strange  secret  joy.”  In  the  last  line  of  the  poem  we 
are  told  that  “in  the  lad’s  small  breath  lives  the  glory  of  God.” 
All  of  this  is  very  commendable  and  pretty.  We  had  almost  for¬ 
gotten  so  many  lovely  things  existed,  after  reading  the  sophisti¬ 
cated  verse  of  modern  American  poets  and  heard  the  robust  lash 
of  Emanuel  Carnevali  crackling  down  over  the  sluggish  back  of 
the  earth  with  the  laughter  and  desperation  that  makes  greatness 
in  poetry.  In  the  pages  that  follow  we  find  “A  September  as 
gentle  as  an  ailing  child,”  sunsets,  benedictions,  tears,  children 
and  all  those  homey  things  foreign  to  sophistication  and  revolt. 
The  poet  is  never  startling  nor  disturbing.  He  is  never  pedantic, 
nor  revolting.  His  verse  is  short  and  concise.  It  gives  us  a  picture, 
a  message,  then  leaves  us  to  whatever  reaction,  if  any,  it  might 
have  created. 

Had  these  poems  been  written  by  a  young  lady  we  would 
.say  “Charming!”  As  it  is,  they  are  “pleasing,”  but  not  entirely 
satisfying. 

Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  — Mrs.  A.  Marinoni. 

VINCENZO  GERACE.  La  Fontana  nella  Foresta.  Milano.  Mon¬ 
dadori.  20  lire. 

In  a  leaflet  accompanying  “La  Fontana  Nella  Foresta,”  we 
are  told  that  this  book  is  a  “concrete  act  of  art”  “endowed  with 
a  clear  and  chaste  simplicity,”  “literary  and  yet  popular,”  that 
“it  revives  in  the  lyric  organism  the  formal  balance  dear  to  the 
classics,”  and  that  this  book  received  the  1926  poetry  prize  of 
the  Mondadori  Academy. 

In  the  past  all  of  this  information  might  have  mellowed  the 
most  critical  reviewer.  But  we  moderns  are  made  of  sterner 
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stuff.  We  are  prone  to  read  and  analyze  our  personal  reaction. 
Hence  we  find,  from  our  modern  cosmic  point  of  view,  influenc¬ 
ed  by  the  sharply  etched  cynicism  of  Masters,  the  disturbing 
realism  of  Sandburg,  the  twisting  beauty  of  Edna  St.  Vincent 
.Millay,  something  to  say  which  differs  with  the  predigested 
opinions  found  in  a  conventional  white  slip.  The  "Fountain 
in  the  Forest”  is  a  volume  of  no  less  than  318  pages,  in  which 
many  beautiful  words  weave  a  tapestry  of  excellent  Italian, 
offering  us  five  groups  of  poems  and  one  of  rather  rambling 
epigrams.  "The  Poems  of  Passion,”  which  obviously  were  in¬ 
tended  to  startle  the  reader  into  breathlessness,  are  rather  trite 
for  mature  minds.  They  might  have  created  the  desired  im¬ 
pression  in  high  school  children  of  the  late  generation,  but  we 
have  grown  a  bit  sophisticated  since  those  days — "Venere”  is 
the  most  outstanding  example  of  this  type  of  verse,  but  even 
“Venere”  leaves  us  rather  cool. 

The  idealization  of  love  and  women  is  ever  romantic.  It 
lacks  that  dash  of  cynicism  that  makes  even  old  themes  sound 
freshly  new.  The  philosophy  is  pedantic.  There  is  too  much 
ego  in  the  book.  The  poet  takes  himself  and  life  too  seriously. 
"The  Fountain  in  the  Forest”  is  a  literary  effort  which  shows 
effort. 

Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  — Mrs.  A.  Marinoni. 


PIERRE  MACORL.\N’S  desolate  little  Parisian  novel  “Le 
Quai  des  Brumes”  is  printed  by  the  Librairie  Gallimard  (Nou- 
velle  Revue  Frangaise)  of  Paris. 


ARTHUR  BRAUSEWETTER’S  inspiring  love-romance 
"Der  See”  comes  from  the  press  of  the  Bergstadtverlag  in  Bres¬ 
lau. 


CESARE  BALBO’S  business-like  “Sommario  della  Storia 
dTtalia  dalle  origine  fino  ai  nostri  tempi,”  in  one  handy  700  page 
volume,  printed  by  the  “Edizioni  Alpes,”  Milano,  appears  in  a 
new  edition. 


THE  HISTORIAN-NOVELIST  Herman  Stegemann  writes 
a  stirring  seventeenth-century  Rhine  country  “Historie”  called 
“Jakobaa”  (Stuttgart,  Deutsche  Verlagsantalt). 


BOOKS  IN  GERMAN 

THEODOR  STECHE.  Die  neuhochedeutsche  Wortbiegung.  1. 

Teil;  Der  Wortklassen — Die  Beugung.  Breslau.  Ferdinand 
Hirt.  1927.  7  marks. 

The  author  of  this  treatise  on  German  declension,  although 
said  to  be  primarily  a  specialist  in  the  natural  sciences,  aims 
to  furnish  an  authoritative  treatise  on  German  declension  of  to¬ 
day.  He  has  studied  with  profit  the  well-known  works  of 
linguistic  authorities  and  applies  in  skillful  manner  the  knowl¬ 
edge  so  obtained.  The  book  is  not  intended  for  the  specialist 
but  may  prove  helpful  to  those  who  do  not  wish  or  are  unable 
to  study  the  older  forms  of  the  language.  The  author  is  a  purist 
of  the  extreme  type.  He  substitutes  German  terms  for  the 
long  established  phraseology  of  grammar.  To  the  reviewer  this 
seems  a  deplorable  error.  A  common  vocabulary  of  scientific 
terms  is  as  far  as  possible  a  desideratum  for  modern  languages 
and  simply  an  expression  of  an  undeniable  common  cultural 
background.  The  German  on  account  of  its  fuller  forms  and 
its  facility  of  forming  lengthy  compounds  carries  words  of  Latin 
and  Greek  origin  with  the  greatest  facility  and  smoothness.  The 
vogue  of  German,  already  seriously  affected  by  the  events  of 
recent  years,  will  suffer  still  more  by  widening  the  gap  from 
the  other  great  languages  of  civilization  and  affect  disadvan- 
tageously  the  teaching  of  the  language  in  foreign  countries. 

New  York  University.  — Frederick  H.  Wilkens. 

Dr.  Med.  MAX  EDWIN  BIRCHER.  Die  Wasseranwendungen 
in  der  hauslichen  Krankenpflege.  Zurich  und  Leipzig, 
Wendepunkt-Verlag.  1928.  1  franc. 

This  is  the  second  and  enlarged  edition  of  “Coldpacks  and 
their  use  in  the  sick-room”  which  was  discussed  in  “Books 
Abroad”  about  a  year  ago.  The  present  copy  contains  also 
useful  information  on  general  hydrotherapy. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Joseph  M.  Thuringer. 


JEAN  BALDES’  fragrant  and  melancholy  “Reine  d’Ar- 
bieux”  (Paris,  Plon)  was  awarded  by  the  Academic  Frangaise 
♦  he  Grand  Prix  du  Roman  for  1928. 
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Dr.  Med.  J.  L.  SCHMITT.  Atem  und  Charakter.  Augsburg. 
Dom-Verlag  M.  Seitz.  1926.  1.00  mark.  Atem-Haltung- 
Bewegung.  Augsburg.  Dom-Verlag  M.  Seitz.  1927. 

2.80  marks. 

In  these  two  little  bjrochures  the  author  reveals 
in  a  most  entertaining  manner  the  secrets  of  respiration, 
its  influence  on  the  body  in  general — truths  which  every  one 
ought  to  read. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Joseph  M.  Thuringer 

Professor  Dr.  ERNST  VON  SEUFFERT.  Die  Beckenaamm- 
lung  der  Universit^ts-Frauenklinik  und  Hebammenschule 
MUnchen  und  die  Ursachen  und  Einteilung  der  Becken- 
Formen.  Osterwieck  am  Harz.  Elwin  Staudes  Verlag. 

With  this  book  Professor  Seuffert  has  contributed  a  very 
valuable  addition  to  medical  literature  and  made  accessible  the 
wonderful  collection  of  pelvises  which  have  been  gathered  over 
a  great  period  at  the  University  of  Munich.  The  excellent  il¬ 
lustrations  have  been  reproduced  on  a  uniform  scale  for  ready 
comparison  and  study,  the  measurements  are  also  given.  To 
the  gynecologist  and  obstetrician  especially  this  work  will  be 
welcome. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Joseph  M.  Thuringer 

Dr.  Med.  HUGO  SELLHEIM.  Hygiene  und  DUitetik  der  Frau. 

Munchen.  Verlag,  J.  F.  Bergmann,  1926.  18  and  21  marks. 
Short  chapters  dealing  with  feminine  hygiene  are  found  in 
many  elementary  works  on  physiology,  physical  education  as 
well  as  the  various  “guides  through  matrimony,  happiness  and 
health,”  however,  none  of  these  can  compare  to  the  masterpiece 
of  365  pages  by  Hugo  Sellheim.  The  book  is  entirely  free  from 
the  usual  pseudo-scientific  “misinformation”  which  applies 
especially  toi  the  absence  of  lengthy  and  morbid  expositions  on 
psychopathia  sexualis.  He  takes  for  his  precept  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  healthy  constitution  as  the  one  essential  factor  to 
make  the  growing  woman  a  suitable  carrier  of  the  germ  plasm 
of  the  human  race.  The  problem  begins  with  childhood,  through 
adolescence  to  mature  womanhood  into  the  post-reproductive 
period.  Every  phase  receives  scrupulous  attention,  the  physical 
as  well  as  the  spiritual.  The  bibliography  consulted  otr  cited 
encompasses  twenty  pages  of  titles  in  small  print  which  is 
further  proof  of  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  author  has 
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treated  the  subject  and  at  the  same  time  serves  as  a  key  to  a 
veritable  treasure  of  collaterial  material. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Joseph  M.  Thuringer 

M.  ERICH  WINKEL.  Naturwissenschaft  und  Aatrologie. 

Augsburg.  Domverlag  M.  Seitz  &  Co.  3.80  and  4.90  marks. 

This  beautifully  printed  little  book  may  be  “Astrologfie” — 
the  writer  is  perhaps  not  qualified  to  judge;  “Naturwissenschaft” 
it  certainly  is  not.  The  author  refers  to  the  lunar  periodicity 
of  the  swarming  of  the  Palolo  worm  and  to  the  “great  floods  of 
1524  associated  with  the  conjunction  of  many  planets  in  the 
wet  sign  of  the  Fish,  the  hot  weather  of  1540  due  to  the  eclipse  in 
the  fiery  sign  of  the  -Ram  .  .  .  and  the  appearance  of  syphilis 
in  connection  with  the  conjunction  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn  in 
the  Scorpion  .  .  .  .”  as  proofs  of  his  thesis,  and  scoffs  mean¬ 
while  at  the  naivete  of  the  reader  who  wishes  to  use  “subjektive 
Maszstabe.” 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — A.  O.  Weese. 

EDWIN  MARNUS.  Lichtspiel  und  Leben  (Filmplaudereien). 

Berlin.  Zellenbucherei,  Diir  und  Weber.  1924. 

The  making  of  a  film  and  its  marketing,  its  artistic  and 
commercial  side,  both  of  them  the  expression  of  our  democratic, 
international  era — these  headings  frankly  sum  up  the  contents  of 
the  little  booklet  written  by  one  who  seems  to  know.  It  is 
instructive  to  learn  how  the  film  is  produced,  how  its  artistic 
success  centers  about  the  directors  and  not,  as  one  might  pre¬ 
sume,  about  the  written  story.  In  fact,  the  less  written  the 
story  is,  the  better;  all  that  is  needed  is  the  high  points,  sug¬ 
gestions,  notes  merely.  The  movie  is  not  to  be  judged  by  the 
criteria  of  the  theater  or  of  literature.  It  has  an  art  all  of  its 
own  in  which  movement  and  rhythm  and  the  direct  appeal  to  the 
feelings  are  the  deciding  factors.  Dance  and  music  are  its  near¬ 
est  affinities.  The  German  film  has  suffered  from  over  sophis¬ 
tication  in  the  use  of  historical  matters  and  themes  taken  from 
litrature;  the  American  picture  has  worked  itself  out  more 
naively  and — successfully  (1).  In  education  and  science  the 
cinematograph  is  destined  to  play  a  still  larger  role.  Whether 
for  the  “movie  picture”  as  an  art,  the  future  technical  elabora¬ 
tions  of  color,  sound,  and  plastic  form  will  prove  a  gain,  re¬ 
mains  a  matter  of  speculation.  The  “movie”  is  not  the  theater 
and  should  not  be  judged  by  the  standards  of  the  latter. 
University  of  Missouri.  — Hermann  AlmstedL 
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ANTON  LUEBKE.  Technik  und  Mensch  im  Jahre  2000.  Muen- 
chen.  Josef.  Kosel  und  F.  Pustet.  8.50  and  11  marks. 

This  book  is  not  written  for  the  engineer  or  scientist  but 
to  give  to  the  everyday  man  of  affairs  a  comprehensive  picture 
of  those  technical  applications  that  are  in  every  day  use  and 
also  to  furnish  a  glimpse  of  those  new  applications  now 
being  developed  including  sources  of  energy  not  now 
appropriated  except  on  an  experimental  scale.  The  author  de¬ 
scribes  inventions  and  discoveries  which  if  brought  to  fruition 
will  give  us  a  new  world  in  which  to  live  and  which,  by  our 
reaction  to  this  new  and  freer  environment  may  change  the 
course  of  development  of  mankind  itself. 

The  book  is  most  valuable  in  its  collection  of  facts  showing 
the  development  of  the  use  of  wood,  coal,  iron,  steam,  elec 
tricity,  and  the  resulting  change  in  civilization,  a  great  deal  of 
very  interesting  and  instructive  historical  material  being  pre* 
sented,  collected  from  sources  not  readily  available  to  the  read 
ing  public. 

Several  chapters  trace  the  influence  of  the  utilization  ot 
wood  and  coal  on  human  civilization.  The  use  of  coal  started 
the  development  of  steam  power  and  made  possible  long  dis¬ 
tance  transportation  by  steamship  and  railway  with  their  ef¬ 
fects  on  nature  and  the  life  of  man.  Similarly  the  use  of  gaso¬ 
line  and  its  application  to  gas  engines  in  automobile,  airplane 
and  dirigible  is  portrayed,  foreshadowing  a  greater  advancement 
in  swift  passenger  transportation  when  better  motive  power  is 
applied  to  the  airplane. 

The  author  discusses  the  development  of  the  control  of 
electrical  energy  and  its  marvelous  application  to  power  trans¬ 
mission,  to  telegraphy,  telephone,  radio,  and  now  dawning  tele¬ 
vision.  He  then  considers  new  sources  of  power,  immense,  im¬ 
measurable  in  magnitude  at  the  present  time,  and  which  are  not 
yet  under  human  control;  however,  many  of  these  are  being 
tried  out  experimentally,  such  as  ocean,  water  power,  wind  and 
tide  power,  energy  from  the  sun  and  internal  heat  of  the  earth, 
as  well  as  the  inner  energy  of  the  atom. 

The  author  visions  the  possible  spanning  of  the  Atlantic  in 
a  couple  of  hours  in  ships  driven  by  rocket  propulsion,  recently 
described  in  the  daily  papers  as  having  been  successfully  applied 
to  automobiles.  He  also  discusses  the  possibility  of  a  round 
trip  to  the  moon  by  an  automatically  controlled  rocket  ship, 
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the  ship,  being  without  pilot  but  containing  numerous  recording 
instruments  and  photographic  apparatus. 

Upon  first  reading  one  thinks  that  the  title  is  not  very  well 
chosen  since  so  much  of  the  book  deals  with  historical  material. 
However  the  year  2000  is  not  very  far  distant,  and  the  life  of 
that  time  may  very  readily  be  estimated  by  a  backward  glance 
over  the  road  we  have  come  and  a  very  short  extension  on  the 
path  into  the  future,  making  use  of  those  inventions  and  dis¬ 
coveries  only  which  are  now  known  and  assuming  that  some  of 
the  more  feasible  of  them  will  be  fairly  succesful.  No  account 
is  taken  of  what  may  be  discovered  in  the  future,  since  it  takes 
decades  to  apply  new  inventions  to  the  service  of  man. 

In  some  of  the  closing  chapters  the  author  discusses  the 
natural  resources  of  the  world  in  coal,  oil,  minerals,  and  thus 
forecasts  the  industrial  centers  of  the  world  two  generations 
away.  From  cover  to  cover  the  book  is  written  in  a  manner 
both  fascinating*  and  instructive,  inspiring  and  invigorating,  and 
makes  us  realize  our  debt  to  modern  science  not  only  for  our 
material  comforts  and  conveniences  but  also  for  the  onward 
march  of  civilization  itself. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — F.  G.  Tappan. 

DR.  STEFAN  JELLINEK.  Der  Elektrische  Unfall.  Leipzig 
und  Wien.  Franz  Deuticke.  5.40  marks 

This  is  an  enlarged  second  edition  of  a  book  first  appearing 
in  1924.  It  contains  numerous  pictures  of  persons  suffering 
from  electrical  shock  and  describes  scores  of  accidents  that 
have  been  under  observation  of  the  author.  He  laments  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  general  public  and  even  most  physicians  and 
electrical  engineers  regarding  the  dangers  of  electric  shock  and 
the  measures  to  be  taken  to  resuscitate  the  victims.  Details  are 
given  of  deaths  from  pressures  of  70  to  110  volts.  There  is  no 
definite  minimum  voltage  which  may  be  fatal.  A  great  deal  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  individual;  his  physical  condition,  his  mental 
disposition,  whether  he  is  expecting  the  shock  etc.  In  most 
cases  there  is  no  physical  injury  to  the  person  and  if  artifical 
respiration  is  maintained  so  that  he  does  not  die  of  asphyxia¬ 
tion  the  sufferer  will  come  to  his  senses  in  a  short  time.  The 
author  explains  what  to  do  and  why,  how  long  to  maintain  ar¬ 
tifical  respiration,  what  signs  indicate  that  further  efforts  would 
be  useless,  what  the  first  signs  of  returning  consciousness  are. 

The  book  is  written  to  combat  false  ideas  and  to  give  prac- 
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tical  suggestions  as  to  means  of  minimizing  the  number  of 
fatalties  from  electric  shock. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — F.  G.  Tappan. 

EDGAR  J.  JUNG.  Die  Herrschaft  der  Minderwertigen.  Ihr 
Zerfall  und  ihre  Abldsung.  Berlin.  Verlag  Deutsche  Runds¬ 
chau  G.  m.  b.  H.  1927.  5.60  and  5.80  marks. 

Under  the  domination  of  individualism  society  as  an  or¬ 
ganization  became  decadent.  The  state  became  the  playground 
of  egoistic  interests.  Imperialism  and  capitalism  took  control; 
lofty  cultural  achievements  became  impossible.  The  ethically 
and  often  intellectually  inferior  assumed  leadership.  Salvation 
from  the  resultant  chaos  is  possible  only  thru  consciously  fresh 
orientation  and  subordination  under  the  highest  worth  of  the 
community.  The  new  state  in  its  final  form  will  include  all 
Germans.  Instead  of  imperial  world-wide  economics  it  will  foster 
national  economy;  for  capital  will  once  more  become  the  ser¬ 
vant  of  the  economic  order  instead  of  its  master.  The  develop¬ 
ment  of  culture  will  be  left  to  those  groups  having  a  philosophy 
of  life.  Only  the  organic  community  life  can  develop  leader- 
personalities  of  the  high  worth  necessary  to  the  complete  un- 
foldment  of  the  people  as  a  whole. 

This  book  is  written  in  the  spirit  of  that  high  feeling  of 
responsibility  which  characterizes  the  man  who  has  experienced 
the  war  as  a  great  warning  against  the  destructive  consequences 
of  materialism.  It  offers  no  Utopias,  for  the  beginnigs  of  a 
social  reorganization  of  Germany  are  at  hand;  there  is  lacking 
only  a  clear  consciousness  of  direction  and  objectives.  Even 
the  individualist  will  find  stimulation  and  worthwhile  criticism 
in  this  book  so  characteristic  of  the  times. 

Elmhurst  College,  Elmhurst,  Ill.  — F.  W.  Kaufmann. 

DR.  PAUL  KRISCHE  und  MARIA  KRISCHE.  Das  Ratsel 
der  Mutterrechtsgesellschaft.  Miinchen.  Georg  Miiller.  1927. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  book  is  treated  under  three  di¬ 
visions:  (1)  The  wife  as  the  directing  class  in  the  mother-right 
period.  (2)  The  transition  of  the  mother-right  following  the 
equalization  of  the  sexes.  (3)  The  importance  of  the  mother- 
right  in  the  progress  of  mankind. 

Instances  of  the  mother-right  are  cited  in  various  stages 
among  the  North  and  South  American  Indians,  the  natives  of 
India,  of  Africa,  of  ancient  Greece,  Rome,  Egypt,  Germany,  etc. 
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The  author  finds  that  a  great  number  if  not  a  majority  of  peo¬ 
ples  once  passed  through  the  mother-right  sta^e,  and  that 
all  civilized  peoples  show  survivals  of  this  stage.  It  seems  that 
the  rise  in  the  importance  of  the  wife  was  incident  to  the  trans¬ 
ition  from  the  roving  life  of  the  hunting  stage  to  the  more  settled 
life  of  primitive  agriculture  and  fishing  before  the  husband 
had  become  interested  in  systematic  production. 

The  book  is  perhaps  the  most  thorough  of  its  kind  since  the 
pubication  of  Bachofen’s  “Das  Mutterrecht,”  in  1861.  It  con¬ 
tains  an  exhaustive  bibliogfraphy. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Jerome  Dowd. 

W.  JAEHN.  Wer  wirft  den  ersten  Stein?  Madchenschicksale 
unserer  Zeit.  Stutgart.  Walter  Hadecke  Verlag.  1927. 

Herr  Jaehn  is  director  of  the  “Verein  Wohlfahrt  der 
weiblichen  Jugend”  in  Berlin,  and  has  spent  his  life  in  this  work. 
He  presents  here  the  record  o|  a  long  list  of  young  girls  who 
have  come  hopefully  to  Berlin  and  other  large  German  cities 
and  whose  inexperience,  candor  and  loneliness  have  been  re¬ 
sponsible  for  experiences  for  which  they  are  to  be  more  pitied 
than  blamed.  The  author  writes  from  an  extremely  decorous 
and  ultra-orthodox  point  of  view  which  contrasts  strongly  with 
the  attitude  of  such  workers  as,  say.  Judge  Ben  Lindsey;  but 
his  heart  is  in  the  right  place,  and  his  book  will  no  doubt  be 
useful,  as  his  devoted  labors  for  thoughtless  g;irls  have  certainly 
been. 

— R.  T.  H. 

FRANZ  KUEHN.  Argentinien.  (Two  volumes).  Breslau.  Fer¬ 
dinand  Hirt.  1927.  42  marks. 

German  geographers  almost  without  exception  make  de¬ 
tailed  regional  studies  in  a  foreign  continent,  usually  Africa  or 
South  America,  sometimes  Asia.  In  South  America  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  geographical  work  has  been  done  by 
German  students  and  professors.  The  chairs  in  many  of  the 
South  American  Universities  are  occupied  by  German  geograph¬ 
ers.  Franz  Kiihn  has  been  professor  of  geography  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Parani,  Argentine,  for  many  years,  and  between 
1908  and  1923  he  made  eighteen  expeditions  into  various  parts  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  continent.  The  present  work  repre¬ 
sents  the  results  of  his  own  first  hand  observations,  supple¬ 
mented  and  augmented  by  his  use  of  nearly  a  thousand  ref¬ 
erences.  The  full  text  is  in  the  first  volume  and  presents  a 
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complete  summary  of  the  natural  features  of  the  landscape; 
geology,  orography,  hydrography,  climate,  and  vegetation  be> 
ing  the  principal  topics.  The  second  volume  is  an  atlas  of  maps 
and  pictures.  The  pictures  are  technically  perfect  and  the  maps 
are  executed  with  a  complete  understanding  of  Argentine’s  re¬ 
gional  diversity.  No  student  of  southern  America  can  afford 
to  overlook  this  valuable  work.  The  mere  fact  that  it  is  pub¬ 
lished  by  Ferdinand  Hirt  in  Breslau  should  be  a  sufficient  recom¬ 
mendation. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — C.  W.  Thornthwaite. 

JOSEPH  PARTSCH.  Geographie  dcs  Welthandels.  Herausge- 
geben  von  Rudolf  Reinhard.  Breslau.  Ferdinand  Hirt.  1927. 

22  marks. 

Several  texts  on  world  commerce  have  appeared  in  Ger¬ 
many  within  the  last  few  years.  This  one  published  after  the 
death  of  the  author  under  the  editorial  guidance  of  Rudolf 
Reinhard  is  as  good  as  the  best.  The  thorough  documentation 
evidences  a  complete  command  of  the  literature  of  French,  Eng¬ 
lish  and  American  as  well  as  German  geography.  The  first 
section  of  the  book,  in  considering  man  as  the  initiator  of  com¬ 
mercial  enterprise,  deals  with  various  culture  elements  which 
might  either  hamper  or  expedite  world  commerce.  These  ele¬ 
ments  include  race,  speech,  religion,  economic  stage  and  density 
of  population.  The  second  section  of  the  book  considers  the 
distribution  over  the  earth’s  surface  of  the  materials  of  world 
commerce.  Vegetable  and  animal  production  is  first  and  is  de¬ 
veloped  in  a  manner  which  is  admirable  and  I  believe,  unique. 
The  production  of  the  sea  is  introduced  before  that  of  the  land, 
and  is  considered  regionally  ocean  by  ocean.  In  the  treatment  of 
the  products  of  the  land  the  conventional  development  by  po¬ 
litical  divisions  has  been  set  aside  completely  and  products  are 
reoriented  around  six  significant  climatic  regi3ns.  Thus  the 
tropical  rain  forest  is  a  unit  which  includes  the  East  Indies,  the 
Congo  Basin  and  the  Guinea  Coast  as  well  as  the  Amazon 
Basin.  Following  the  section  on  vegetable  and  animal  produc¬ 
tion  is  one  describing  the  geographical  distribution  of  minerals. 
Separate  chapters  are  devoted  to  fuels,  metals  and  precious 
stones,  and  salts.  The  book  ends  with  a  very  short  chapter  on 
the  geographic  basis  of  industry.  Maps  and  illustrations  are 
entirely  absent 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — C.  W.  Thornthwaite. 
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WALTER  HAGEMANN.  Zwitchen  U  Pbta  und  Hudson.  Ber¬ 
lin.  Verlag  der  Germania  A.-G.  1927. 

This  travel  book  is  interesting  because  it  is  so  ingenuous. 
The  author  seeks  marvels  and  finds  them.  He  is  equally  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  race  tolerance  in  Brazil  and  the  race  intolerance 
in  Texas;  by  cosmopolitan  Buenos  Aires  and  provincial  La  Paz; 
by  the  Aztec  ruins  of  Teotihuacan  and  the  rapidly  growing 
American  cities;  by  bull  fights,  foot-ball  games  and  legends  of 
the  Virgin  Mary.  He  traveled  by  train,  automobile,  and  steamer 
from  Buenos  Aires  north  to  New  York.  This  excursion,  al¬ 
though  reminding  one  of  the  t3rpical  European  tour  of  the 
American,  permitted  the  author  to  obtain  some  clear  general 
impressions  of  the  various  American  cultural  landscapes. 

Hagemann  made  some  spectacular  discoveries  in  our  Ameri¬ 
can  cities.  San  Antonio  is  to  him  a  rapidly  growing  city  with 
few  houses  more  than  five  years  old.  St.  Louis  is  a  laboring 
man’s  city,  without  elegance  or  grace,  engrossed  in  the  pursuit 
of  daily  bread  and  the  almighty  dollar.  Chicago  is  gigantic. 
"Higher  than  in  St.  Louis  are  the  houses,  wider  and  less  sunny 
are  the  streets,  the  street  cars  run  more  rapidly  and  the  pedes¬ 
trians  cross  more  impetuously."  The  magnitude  of  New  York 
is  incomparable.  The  view  from  the  Woolworth  Building  en- 
compassess  an  area  within  which  ten  million  people  live.  The 
American  is  a  dollar-chaser,  and  a  worshiper  of  size,  speed 
and  standardization.  "Quick  lunch,  rapid  transit  and  snappy 
sermons"  are  terms  which  merely  reflect  the  American  state  of 
mind. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — C.  W.  Thornthwaite. 

MAXIMILIAN  HARDEN.  Von  Versailles  nach  Versailles.  Hel- 
lereau  bei  Dresden.  Avalun-Verlag.  1927.  15  marks. 

Shortly  before  his  death  Maximilian  Harden,  sixty-six  years 
old,  collected  these  essays  with  which  he  had  accompanied  the 
political  development  of  the  20  years  before  the  war  and  pre¬ 
faced  them  with  an  introduction  of  some  eighty  pages  in  which 
he  traced  the  causes  and  political  mistakes  leading  to  the  great 
cataclysm.  It  is  sad  reading,  on  the  whole,  because  Germany’s 
most  brilliant  journalist  appears  here,  no  doubt,  as  the  sharp 
and  venomous  critic  of  the  Wilhelminian  era,  yet  always  re¬ 
signed  to  the  role  of  William’s  antagonist,  himself  unable  to 
rise  to  a  fruitful  and  positive  political  credo  which  might  have 
ushered  in  a  movement  of  constructive  opposition. 

The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Feise. 
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DR.  GEORG  SCHREIBER.  PoUtisches  Jahrbuch.  1927-28.  M. 

Gladbach.  Volksvereins-Verlag  GmbH.  1928.  6  marks. 

This  is  the  third  annual  number  of  this  incisive  analysis  of 
German  political  life,  the  first  number  appearing  in  1925  and 
the  second  in  1927.  The  next  will  appear  at  the  end  of  1929. 
This  political  publication  gives  an  intensive  survey  of  German 
conditions  during  the  year  1927  and  the  first  few  weeks  of  1928. 
As  in  the  two  previous  volumes  so  in  this  one  finds  searching 
treatment  of  the  problems  and  progp’ess  the  Germans  are  making 
toward  the  political  and  economic  rehabilitation  which  so  vividly 
characterizes  the  post-war  Republic.  Not  only  are  all  govern¬ 
mental  factors  which  influence  governmental  policies  consid¬ 
ered  but  they  are  handled  by  men  who  have  had  practical  po¬ 
litical  experience  in  the  Reichstag  and  other  fields  of  civic  life— 
thus  making  this  treatise  semi-official. 

One  is  impressed  by  the  historical  foundation  of  the  Ger 
man  attempt  to  stage  a  vigorous  national  comeback.  The  col¬ 
lection  of  forty-three  articles  covers  a  very  wide  range  of  ma¬ 
terial:  political  problems,  the  wine  industry,  the  housing  ques¬ 
tion,  health  policy,  the  naval  mutiny  of  1917-1918,  etc.  etc. 

The  last  annual  gave  a  bibliography  of  works  on  the  Bavar¬ 
ian  People’s  Party  and  the  German  Democratic  Party.  This 
number  follows  with  an  equally  carefully  selected  bibliography 
of  writings  concerning  the  German  People’s  Party  and  the  ec¬ 
onomic  Union — about  350  items  each.  The  Economic  Union 
refers  to  the  political  combination  of  the  Bavarian  Farmers  and 
Middle  Class  Union  and  the  German-Hanoverian  Party.  A 
supplementary  bibliography  of  work  concerning  the  German 
Democratic  Party  is  scheduled  to  appear  in  the  next  number  uf 
the  Politisches  Jahrbuch. 

Statistics  and  graphs  are  few  but  there  are  numerous  and 
extensive  quotations  throughout  the  entire  book.  The  editor 
of  the  book — Dr.  Georg  Schreiber — has  apparently  had  the 
closest  cooperation  on  the  part  of  his  twenty-three  colaborers 
in  this  project.  The  continued  publication  of  the  work  will 
prove  of  increasing  value  to  that  ever  growing  number  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  are  giving  serious  consideration  of  international  af¬ 
fairs  and  are  ever  eager  to  aid  in  advance  along  every  possible 
avenue  of  understanding  of  conditions  in  other  nations  which  ^ 
is  the  permanent  basis  of  that  international  mind  so  essential 
to  intelligence  and  friendliness. 
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The  Jahrbuch  is  more  than  a  “weapon  in  the  hand  of  the 
politician,"  it  is  also  more  than  a  guide  to  every  German  in 
public  and  private  life — it  is  a  source  of  accurate  information  for 
all  who  observe  German  efforts  to  regain  their  former  prestige. 
It  should  have  wide  circulation  in  circles  of  political  discussion. 
It  is  printed  on  substantial  paper  and  with  readable  script.  The 
contents  cover  829  pages,  including  a  satisfactory  index  of  44 
pages. 

University  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell. 

ERNST  KEETMANN.  Frankreichs  Kampf  um  den  Rhein. 
Berlin.  Ferd.  Diimmlers  Verlagsbuchhandlung.  1925. 

3.50  marks. 

A  presentation  of  the  diplomatic  struggle  over  the  fate  of 
the  region  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  at  the  Paris  conference 
in  1919.  The  plans  of  Marshal  Foch,  Tardieu’s  memoir  of  Feb. 
25,  1919,  and  the  conference  of  the  “Big  Four"  are  the  basis  of 
this  scholarly  investigation  of  this  troublesome  area  at  a  critical 
time.  The  “unquestioned"  union  of  Alsace-Lorraine  with 
France  and  the  “wrong”  committed  in  the  forced  cession  of  the 
circles  of  Eupen  and  Malm^dy  to  Belgium  as  well  as  the  pos¬ 
sible  loss  of  the  Saar  to  France  in  1935  are  fearlessly  condemned. 
As  for  the  land  along  the  Rhine,  it  is  indissolubly  bound  with 
the  German  fatherland  through  linguistic,  historical,  cultural 
and  economic  ties.  “Dies  ist  unserl  so  lass  uns  sagen  und  so 
es  behauptenl"  Only  67  pages. 

University  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell. 

DR.  PHILIPP  ZORN.  Weltunion,  Haager  Priedenskonfernzen 
and  V61kerbund.  Berlin.  Ferd.  Dummlers  Verlagshandlung, 
1925.  2.25  marks. 

One  of  a  series  of  sixteen  lectures  on  outstanding  prob¬ 
lems  of  international  law  published  by  the  joint  editorship 
of  Dr.  Heinrich  Pohl  and  Dr.  Max  Wenzel.  This  pamphlet  is 
a  lecture  given  June  26  and  27,  1924  before  the  teachers,  stu¬ 
dents  and  friends  of  the  University  of  Tubingen  by  the  author. 
Dr.  Zorn,  who  is  professor  of  law  at  that  institution.  A  brief 
introduction  is  followed  by  an  analysis  of  the  treaties  of  West¬ 
phalia  (1648),  Vienna  (1815),  Paris  (1856),  Berlin  (1878),  and 
Paris  (1919),  the  various  “non-political"  conferences,  and,  final¬ 
ly  the  League  of  Nations.  Professor  Zorn  urges  German  par- 
cipitation  in  this  “central  point"  of  Wilson’s  doctrine  on  condi- 
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tion  that  the  German  nation  be  treated  as  an  equal.  The  author 
played  a  very  important  role  in  the  Hague  conference,  conse¬ 
quently  his  point  of  view  demands  respect  There  are  60  small 
pages. 

University  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell. 

CLARA  KOENIG.  Englisches  Klosterleben  im  12.  Jahrhundert 
Jena.  Frommannsche  Buchhandlung  (Walter  Biedermann, 
1928.  3.50  marks. 

It  is  now  recognized  as  an  outworn  expression  of  miscon¬ 
ception  and  prejudice  either  to  disparage  the  monastic  life  of 
the  Middle  Ages  or  to  assume  that  men  and  women  who  re¬ 
tired  from  the  world  did  so  in  an  attempt  to  escape  their  human 
and  social  obligations.  At  its  best  monasticism  was  an  aris¬ 
tocracy — an  aristocracy  of  piety  and  culture  which  afforded  a 
congenial  environment  to  saints  and  scholars.  We  of  the 
twentieth  century  can  most  adequately  approach  the  mediaeval 
monk  when  we  regard  him  as  an  expert,  a  specialist,  who  de¬ 
liberately  and  generally  with  scandalous  cheerfulness  gave  up  his 
worldly  possibilities  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  life  to  prayer, 
to  study,  to  works  of  helpfulness.  Monasticism  still  exists,  even 
in  America,  and  it  retains  the  same  exalted  ideals. 

The  present  work  is  a  doctoral  dissertation  prepared  mainly 
in  the  light  of  German  secondary  sources  and  based  upon  that 
important  Chronicle  of  Jocelin  of  Brakelond  which  inspired  some 
of  the  most  eloquent  pages  of  Carlyle’s  “Past  and  Present.”  Dr. 
Koenig,  with  complete  sympathy  and  scholarly  impartiality, 
sets  forth  the  nature  and  the  organization  of  English  monastic 
life,  describes  the  daily  routine  in  the  Benedictine  abbey  of  Bury 
St.  Edmunds  and  in  her  eleventh  chapter  gives  a  suggestive  ac¬ 
count  of  the  contributions  made  by  the  monks  to  civilization 
and  social  well  being.  Without  Carlyle’s  nervous  prose  rhapsody, 
she  shares  the  Scotchman’s  reluctant  admiration  of  men  to 
whom  “Religion  is  not  a  diseased  self-introspection,  an  agoniz¬ 
ing  inquiry:  their  duties  are  clear  to  them,  the  way  of  supreme 
good  plain,  indisputable,  and  they  are  traveling  on  it.  Religion 
lies  over  them  like  an  all-embracing  heavenly  canopy,  like  an 
atmosphere  and  life-element.” 

St.  Mary’s  College,  Oakland,  Calif.  — Brother  Leo. 


A  FINE  NEW  NOVEL  of  the  Navarre  country  is  Felix 
Urabayen’s  “Centaurus  del  Pirineo”  (Madrid,  Espasa-Calpe.). 
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MAX  WORGITZKI.  Ostprens^en.  iSelbctbestimmtiiigtt^echt 
Oder  Gewalt?  1.20  marks.  CHARLES  L.  HARTMANN.  __ 
Wer  trigt  die  Schuld  am  Weltkrieg?  1924.  GUSTAV 
PETERS.  Der  neue  Herr  von  Bfihmen.  Eine  Unter- 
suchung  der  politischen  Zukunft  der  Tschecho- 
slowakei.  Berlin.  1927.  4  marks.  DR.  OTTO  EVER- 
LING.  Von  deutscher  Geiateaarbeit  tmd  dents- 
cher  Wirtschaft.  Berlin.  Deutsche  Rundschau. 

All  these  are  propaganda  publications.  The  first,  “Ost- 
preussen,”  is  directed  against  the  Polish  claims  and  indicates  the 
wrongness  and  injustice  of  the  “Polish  Corridor”  separating 
Eastern  and  Western  Prussia.  It  answers  fervently  a  pamphlet 
by  a  Stanislaw  Srokowski,  a  Pole  who  advocated  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  Eastern  Prussia.  Herr  Hartmann,  in  the  second  pamph¬ 
let,  publishes  and  interprets  some  of  the  Russian  War  docu¬ 
ments  commenting  on  the  war-guilt  of  the  Entente. 

The  book  by  Gustav  Peters  makes  much  use  of  statistics 
and  historical  material,  and  renders  in  134  pages  a  quite  fair- 
minded  dissertation  on  the  situation  in  Czechoslovakia  which  in 
many  of  its  aspects  resembled  that  of  the  former  Austro-Hun¬ 
garian  Monarchy.  The  author  emphasizes  the  impossibility  of 
continuing  the  present  system  of  Czech  predominance.  Peters 
appeals  to  both  sides  to  forget  the  past  and  settle  down  to  mutual 
faith  and  co-operation. 

The  manifesto  by  Dr.  Everling  is  a  mild  appeal  to  the  Ger¬ 
man  intellectual  workers  to  organize  in  order  to  better  their 
economic  and  political  position.  Written  by  an  Anti-Socialist 
it  dwells  upon  the  demand  for  longer  working  hours,  and  at¬ 
tacks  polemically  the  eight  hour’s  working  day,  (aside  from  this 
it  condemns  class  struggle).  Otherwise  it  seems  not  particularly 
realistic  in  its  aims  and  suggestions. 

University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien. 

KARL  REM  ME.  Deutschland.  Lesebuch  fur  studierende 
Auslander.  Berlin.  1927.  Berlin.  Im  Verlag  des  Akadem- 
ischen  Auskunftsamts.  5  marks. 

Goethe,  the  romanticists,  the  realists,  the  moderns,  and 
numerous  scholars  meet  here  to  present  a  unified  physical,  ec¬ 
onomic,  and  cultural,  though  by  no  means  exhaustive,  picture 
of  Germany.  Let  the  scope  of  this  symposium  of  choice  literary 
extracts  be,  indicated  by  the  section  headings;  Land  und  Volk; 
Deutsche  im  Ausland;  Zur  Geschichte  und  staatlichen  Entwick- 
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clung;  Zur  Wirtschaft  und  Technik;  Deutschland  in  Zahlen; 
Zur  Sprache;  Zur  Literatur;  Zur  bildenden  Kunst;  Zur  Musik; 
Zum  Erziehungs-  und  Bildungswesen;  Zur  Wissenschaft  and 
Philosophic.  Fifty-five  good  illustrations  and  two  excellent 
maps  adorn  this  work,  which  should  recommend  itself  to  profes¬ 
sors  and  students  by  reason  of  the  fine  cultural  contact  it  af¬ 
fords. 

— W.  A.  W. 

KARL  JOSEF  KAUFMANN.  Das  deutsche  Westpreuizen- 
Abbildungen  von  Urkunden  zur  Geschichte  des  Deutsch- 
tums  von  Westpreuszen  in  Stadt  und  Land  zu  polnischer 
Zeit.  Berlin.  Deutsche  Rundschau.  5  marks. 
Kaufmann’s  book  derives  its  main  value  from  the  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  84  pages  of  historic  documents  comprising  the  time  from 
1550  till  1782.  They  furnish  conclusive  proof  that  even  under 
Polish  sovereigns  all  the  important  cities  of  Western  Prussia 
used  the  German  language  for  official  business.  So  the  Polish 
have  no  historic  claims  to  those  parts  of  Western  Prussia  given 
them  by  the  treaty  of  Versailles.  Kaufmann  shows  once 
more  that,  in  drawing  the  eastern  boundary  of  Germany,  this 
treaty  clearly  followed  imperialistic  tendencies  and  did  not 
foster  peace;  here  a  revision  will  sooner  or  later  become  nec- 
cessary.  For  all  those  interested  in  the  Polish-German  problem, 
Kaufmann's  book  provides  precious  material  which  should  be 
studied  seriously. 

New  York  University.  — Ernst  Rose. 

ROBERT  ASKENASY.  Dcr  Spanier*  Betrachtungen  fiber  den 
spanischen  Volkscharakter.  Berlin.  1924.  Dfirr  &  Weber. 

5  marks. 

The  Spanish  national  character  is  cleverly  reflected  in  the 
little  volume  by  the  mirror  of  a  number  of  amusing  anecdotes. 
After  Ganivet’s,  Azorin’s,  and  Madariaga’s  books,  we  are  lit¬ 
tle  surprised  to  hear  that  Spain  “is  not  the  country  of  Romanti¬ 
cism,  the  country  of  the  dolce  far  niente,  the  land  of  lyricism 
and  serenades,  where  one  witnesses  fiery  effusions  and  dramatic 
emotions  every  instant.”  The  Spanish  mind  is  intelligently  an¬ 
alyzed,  and  democracy,  courtesy,  lack  of  independent  thinking, 
inner  pride,  humor,  nonchalance,  and  indolence  are  pointed  out 
as  its  main  features.  In  comparison  with  the  other  Latin  na¬ 
tions,  the  Spaniard  is  characterized  by  a  certain  lack  of  subtlety. 
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and  the  author  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the  character  of 
the  Spaniard  differs  so  profoundly  from  that  of  the  other  Latin 
races  that  fundamentally,  it  is  not  Latin  at  all. 

Marquette  University.  — Arpad  Steiner. 

FRIEDRICH  KOCH-WARA,  HoUinder.  Berlin.  Durr  & 
Weber.  1925.  5  marks. 

Witty  and  amusing  picture  of  Dutch  life  and  character,  in 
which  the  American  reader  may  to  his  surprise  find  some  traits 
familiar  to  him  in  his  own  country.  The  spirit  of  business,  and 
the  love  of  freedom  and  independence  are  the  dominant  “fac- 
ultis  maitresses”  of  the  Dutch  mind  according  to  the  author, 
whose  opinion  does  not  appreciably  differ  with  the  unforget¬ 
table  Dutch  type  created  by  Multatuli.  Still,  the  portrait  is  in¬ 
complete;  the  love  of  gain  assuredly  does  not  account  for  the 
rise  of  a  genius  like  Vondel,  for  the  great  Dutch  humanists  of 
the  Renaissance  like  Heinsius  and  Grotius,  and  for  the  greatest 
of  all  Dutchmen,  living  and  dead,  Rembrandt. 

Marquette  University.  — Arpad  Steiner. 

J.  LINDWORSKY.  Willensschule.  Paderborn.  Ferdinand 
Schdningh.  1927. 

Useful  outline  in  a  field  that  has  been  somewhat  neglected 
by  the  American  and  English  psychological  literature.  The 
well-known  Catholic  psychologist  of  Cologne,  after  giving  a 
brief  historical  survey  of  the  psychological  experiments  on  will, 
investigates  the  problem  of  free-will,  and  arrives  at  the  inter¬ 
esting  conclusion  that  whereas  the  freedom  of  will  cannot  be 
proved  by  means  of  experiments,  it  is  not  contradicted  by  the 
present  stand  of  experimental  psychology  either.  In  the  train¬ 
ing  of  will,  the  most  important  factor  is  the  education  of  the 
motives;  there  is  no  will  without  motives,  and  training  in  this 
respect  must  begin  at  an  early  age.  According  to  the  author, 
religious  training  offers  the  most  solid  basis  to  this  education, 
and  while  one  might  differ  with  him  as  to  a  strictly  denomina¬ 
tional  education,  which  he  advocates  with  much  fervor  and  en¬ 
thusiasm,  one  will  be  persuaded  of  his  intellectual  probity.  The 
manual  will  be  published  in  English  also. 

Marquette  University.  — Arpad  Steiner. 

ERNST  ZAHN.  Schweizer.  Berlin.  Durr  &  Weber.  1920.  5 

marks. 

Unpretentious  and  unsophisticated  character-sketches  of 


74 


BOOKS  ABROAD 


simple  souls  of  Switzerland  who  passionately  love  their  moun¬ 
tainous  fatherland  and  cling  to  its  traditions  with  unswerving 
conservatism. 

Marquette  University.  — Arpad  Steiner. 

EDUARD  ERKES.  Chineaen.  Berlin.  Diirr  &  Weber.  1920.  5 

marks. 

A  lengthy  apology  of  China  and  the  Chinese,  rather  en¬ 
thusiastic  than  critical.  No  matter  what  the  author  found  in 
the  Heavenly  Flowery  Kingdom,  China  and  the  Chinese  mind  are 
superior  in  his  eyes  to  European  and  American  civilization. 
Chinese  arts  and  letters,  philosophy,  customs  and  habits,  cloth¬ 
ing,  manners,  and  morals,  nay  even  cooking  he  relishes  more 
than  the  ways  of  our  poor  Western  World.  He  is  convinced 
that  Confucianism  is  better  than  Christianity,  and  he  prefers 
Chinese  polygamy  to  Western  hypocrisy.  It  is  his  sincere  and 
naive  hope  that  eventually  Europe  will  be  converted  to  the 
Chinese  world  view,  which  is  so  much  “more  natural”  than  ours. 
A  little  more,  and  we  shall  feel  ashamed  of  being  Westerners. 
De  gustibus  non  est  disputandum,  but  the  lucubrations  of  the 
author  grow  vexatious  when  he  ventures  into  the  labyrinth  of 
comparative  literature,  and  boldly  advances  the  hypothesis  that 
“nature  feeling  in  the  eighteenth  century  was  a  direct  result  ol 
the  contact  with  Chinese  literature,  as  generally  speaking,  the 
whole  intellectual  life  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  strongly 
influenced  by  the  Chinese  mind,  and  the  philosophy  of  the 
Enlightenment  is  to  be  traced  back  to  Chinese  philosophy  to  a 
great  extent.”  Is  it  not  thrilling  to  see  the  periwigs  of  Thom¬ 
son,  Haller,  and  Rousseau,  of  the  Sensualists  and  Encyclopedists 
grow  into  long  Chinese  pigtails? 

Marquette  University.  — Arpad  Steiner. 

VICTOR  OTTMANN.  Mexikaner.  Ein  Buch  uber  Land  und 
Leute  in  Mexiko.  Berlin.  Durr  &  Weber.  1920.  5  marks. 

A  sympathetic  but  somewhat  dry  account  of  things  in  Mex¬ 
ico,  compiled  in  the  manner  of  the  textbooks  of  geography.  In¬ 
teresting  is  the  emphasis  laid  on  Mexican  sympathies  toward 
Germany,  and  Germans  in  general. 

Marquette  University.  — Arpad  Steiner. 


DR.  EDGAR  SALIN’S  “Civitas  Dei”  (Tubingen,  J.  C.  B. 
Mohr)  is  a  historical  study  of  the  Christian  state,  especially  in  the 
early  Christian  period. 
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KARL  BAEDEKER.  Great  Britain.  Handbook  for  Travellers, 
Eighth  Revised  Edition.  Leipzig.  Karl  Baedeker.  1927. 

16  shillings. 

This  new  edition  of  Baedeker’s  Great  Britain  is  a  handboook 
of  696  pages  with  94  maps  and  plans  and  a  panorama.  The  text 
has  been  completely  rewritten  and  contains  the  most  recent  in¬ 
formation  down  to  the  beginning  of  1927.  The  compiler  is  H. 
A.  Piehler,  B.  A.,  F.  R.  G.  S.,  who  has  personally  visited  almost 
all  of  the  districts  described,  traveling  over  10,000  miles. 

Full  information  is  given  concerning  money,  expenses,  pass¬ 
ports,  railways,  and  other  means  of  transportation,  and  hotels. 
The  descriptive  part  of  the  work  is  arranged  in  seven  sections: 
Southeastern  England,  Southwestern  England,  Central  England, 
Eastern  England,  Northern  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland. 
There  is  a  geographical  introduction  by  George  E.  Chisholm, 
and  a  historical  sketch  of  architecture  in  England  by  the  late 
Professor  Edward  A.  Freeman.  A  very  complete  index  of 
fifty  pages  makes  the  book  very  serviceable.  For  the  traveller 
who  has  used  Baedeker  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  this  new 
edition  meets  the  usual  high  standard  set  for  all  of  Baedeker’s 
handbooks.  It  is  indispensable  for  the  traveller  in  Great  Brit- 
ian. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Roy  Gittinger. 

HEINZ  UDO  BRACHVOGEL.  Die  SUberrepublik.  Leipzig. 
Diirr  &  Weber.  1920. 

A  short,  penetrating  study  of  the  Argentine,  a  country 
which  the  author  recommends  most  highly  to  those  Germans  who 
for  economic  reasons  desire  to  seek  their  fortunes  outside  of  the 
Fatherland.  Justifiable  romance  is  not  slighted  but  the  ac¬ 
count  is  thoroughly  realistic  and  leaves  the  impression  that 
materialism  is  nowhere  so  rampant  as  in  the  Republic  of  Silver. 

— W.  A.  W. 

PHILIPP  BERGES.  Trilmpfe  aus  dem  Leben  eines  Welt- 
Korrespondenten.  Dresden.  Deutsche  Buchwerkstaetten. 

1925. 

Trumpfe”  is  the  kind  of  volume  one  slips  into  his  traveling 
bag,  light  and  interesting  reading;  journalese  and  better  in 
style;  full  of  human  interest  and  delighful  touches  of  humor; 
eleven  sketches  covering  all  kinds  of  experiences  of  an  inter¬ 
national  correspondent  whose  home  office  is  the  ’’Hamburger 
Fremdenblatt.”  There  is  the  story  of  Don,  the  dog,  who  be- 
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came  world-famous  because  he  could  speak  like  a  human;  the 
thrilling  adventure  of  the  Zeppelin  “Deutschland"  that  came  to 
grief  in  the  Teutoburg  Forest;  a  brilliant  account  of  the  opening 
of  the  Kaiser-Wilhelm-Canal  in  1895;  an  exciting  narrative  of 
New  York  night  life;  humorous  experiences  during  the  Chi¬ 
cago  World’s  Fair  in  1893;  an  interesting  ocean  trip  of  fourteen 
days  with  the  esoteric  masters  of  chess  (Lasker,  Tschigorin, 
Janowski,  Marshall,  Teichmann)  who  are  en  route  for  the  St. 
Louis  Exposition  in  1904;  graphic  descriptions  of  the  gold-fever 
rush  to  Butte,  Colorado,  and  of  the  founder’s  day  celebration  of  the 
Maori  tribe  in  the  South  Sea  Islands — all  of  them  “trumps,"  as 
the  author  calls  them,  in  the  kaleidoscopic  life  of  a  World  Re¬ 
porter,  “the  personified  eyes  and  ears  of  our  planet.” 

University  of  Missouri.  — Hermann  Almstedt. 

EMIL  FELDEN.  Einea  Menschen  Weg.  Friedrich  Eberts 
Leben.  Bremen.  Friesen-Verlag.  1927. 

An  account  of  the  birth,  life,  the  political  ascent,  and  death 
of  Friedrich  Ebert,  first  president  of  the  young  German  re- 
publis — an  artless,  matter-of-fact,  yet  wholly  sympathetic 
chronicle  of  the  progress  of  this  strange  pilgrim  from  the 
simple  tailor’s  shop  in  Heidelberg  to  the  German  White  House, 
Wilhelmstrasze  73  and  back  to  the  final  resting  place  in  the 
Bergfriedhof  of  his  native  town.  I  was  prejudiced  against 
Friedrich  Ebert.  “Eines  Menschen  Weg"  has  overcome  my 
prejudice.  I  want  to  read  more  about  Friedrich  Ebert. 
University  of  Chicago.  — John  G.  Kunstmann. 

LEO  SLEZAK.  Der  Wortbruch.  Berlin.  Ernst  Rowohlt.  1927. 

The  popular  Vienna  tenor  is  also  a  humorist,  of  a  very 
obvious  and  boisterous  type  but  not  without  appealing  geniality. 
He  has  collected  here  some  good-natured  memories  of  his  ar¬ 
tistic  and  domestic  experiences,  and  a  good  deal  of  boisterous 
tomfoolery,  with  photographs  of  the  various  interesting  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family  and  gorgeous  caricatures  by  Walter  Trier. 
The  title  is  an  allusion  to  an  earlier  book,  in  which  he  had 
given  his  word  not  to  repeat  the  offense,  a  promise  which  he 
has  weakly  broken. 

— R.  T.  H. 

HEINRICH  SCHARRELMANN,  Vom  strahlenden  Leben. 

Braunschweig.  Georg  Westermann. 

This  is  an  attempt  to  provide  what  the  author  deems  lack- 
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ing  in  German  education  at  the  present  time,  a  sound  philoso¬ 
phical  basis.  He  holds  that  German  educators  have  spent  a 
good  deal  of  energy  in  attempts  to  provide  new  curricula  and 
new  methods  of  instruction,  but  that  all  their  attempts  have  been 
quite  futile.  Politics  has  entered  the  ranks  of  educators;  party 
programs  have  been  developed  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into 
operation  the  schemes  of  certain  individuals  and  parties;  but 
all  to  no  avail.  Changes  to  be  sure  have  taken  place,  but  real 
progress  is  as  remote  now  as  ever.  And  this,  the  author  feels, 
is  due  to  the  lack  of  any  significant  philosophical  basis  for  the 
various  schemes  proposed.  New  educational  objectives  are  lack¬ 
ing.  Even  the  concept  of  the  Arbeitschule  will  in  the  future 
remain  unproductive  unless  one  of  its  advocates  advances  proof 
that  basic  to  its  methodolical  program  there  is  a  pedagogic  tele¬ 
ology.  But  such  new  conceptions  of  educational  aims  can  spring 
only  from  a  religious  conception  of  the  universe.  A  clear  con¬ 
ception  of  what  the  educative  process  must  aim  to  accomplish 
must  unite  the  leaders  and  inspire  them  for  their  great  task. 

In  order  that  Christian  idealism  may  dominate  the  edu¬ 
cational  practice  we  must  say  farewell  to  the  prevailing  mater¬ 
ialism,  to  the  idea  that  a  scientific  conception  of  the  world  can 
bring  about  any  real  progress.  To  show  how  his  conception 
of  the  dominant  educational  objective  must  affect  the  educative 
process  the  author  discusses  such  questions  as  the  purpose  of 
existence,  productive  activity  as  self-development,  productive 
activity  versus  reproduction  in  relation  to  education,  the  im¬ 
pelling  power  of  memories,  conscience  in  relation  to  conduct, 
degrees  of  understanding,  etc. 

The  second  part  of  the  book  is  an  attempt  to  show  how  the 
theory  developed  in  the  first  part  applies  to  practical  problems 
of  conduct  rather  than  education,  in  many  instances.  The  justi¬ 
fication  for  the  choice  of  these  problems  appears  to  lie  in  the 
fact  that  the  author’s  philosophy  of  education  is  really  his 
philosophy  of  life. 

The  book  is  written  in  very  readable  German  and  while  as 
a  philosophy  of  education  it  has  many  limitations  it  is  inter¬ 
esting  because  of  the  numerous  interesting  personal  experiences 
which  the  author  weaves  into  his  discussions  and  the  sidelights 
it  throws  on  the  educational  situation  in  Germany  at  the  present 
time. 

Miami  University.  — J.  W.  Heckert. 
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DR..  KONRAD  PFEIFFER  Schopenluoer*  Lebenswerte  and 
Lebensfragen.  Systematische  Auswahl  aus  Schopenhauers 
Philosophie.  Leipzig.  Philipp  Reclam  jun.  1927.  2.40 
marks. 

The  best  of  Schopenhauer’s  many-sided  philosophy  is  here 
compressed  into  a  handy  little  pocket  volume  of  304  thin  pages. 
If  the  type  used  could  only  have  been  Roman,  or  a  trifle  larger, 
in  order  to  lessen  the  strain  on  the  reader’s  eyes,  the  book 
would  be  beyond  praise  in  every  respect 
Union  College,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  — Harrold  A.  Larrabee. 

LEO  KAPLAN.  Das  Problem  der  Magie  and  die  Psychoanal3r8e. 
Heidelberg.  Merlin  Verlag.  1927.  S.50  and  7.50  marks. 
Briefly  this  book  would  identify  the  magical  attitude  towards 
the  world  with  the  Freudian  interpretation  of  man  in  the  world. 
Magic  assumes  that  the  magician  can  extend  his  desires  to  pro¬ 
duce  actual  changes  in,  the  body  of  others  or  in  things.  Freud 
assumes  that  unconscious  wishes  control  the  health  and  di¬ 
sease  of  the  man  himself,  body  and  mind.  Dreams,  the  stigmata 
of  the  neurotic,  betray  the  workings  of  these  unconscious  wishes. 
The  two  become  connected  when  we  see  that  the  child  or  the 
primitive  man  identifies  himself  with  the  world,  and  then  falls 
in  love  with  this  self.  By  this  extension  he  assigns  to  himself 
unlimited  power  over  the  world  as  an  extension  of  himself.  His 
wish  becomes  law. 

The  book  shows  in  detail  how  the  magic  rites  and  beliefs 
of  primitive  peoples  can  be  connected  with  wish  fulfillment. 
The  sex  element  in  Freud  is  also  traced  through  much  primitive 
magic  and  early  mythology. 

The  work  covers  a  wide  range  of  magic  beliefs  and  shows 
great  ingenuity  in  discovering  the  Freudian  elements  in  out 
of  the  way  places. 

University  of  Michigan.  — W.  B.  Pillsbury. 

HERMANN  PONGS.  Das  Bild  in  der  Dichtung.  I.  Band; 
Versuch  einer  Morphologie  der  metaphorischen  Formen. 
Marburg.  N.  G.  Elwert’sche  Verlagsbuchhandlung.  1927. 

20  marks. 

We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  “Notgemeinschaft  der  deut- 
schen  Wissenschaft”  for  having  made  possible  the  publication  of 
this  substantial  volume  although  it  must  of  necessity  appeal  to 
a  limited  circle  of  readers.  Pongs  defines  the  metaphor  as  the 
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short  form  of  a  proportion  and  therefore  rejects  the  term  as 
being  too  narrow.  A  “Bild,”  on  the  other  hand,  is  always  an 
image  of  some  preexisting  idea  (“Urbild")  which  so  far  has  not 
yet  found  expression;  this  term  therefore  represents  more  ade¬ 
quately  the  Germanic  (or  romantic)  conception  of  a  poet.  The 
first  volume  of  Pong’  work  gives  a,  description  of  those  poetic 
images  which  primarily  express  feelings  (“Gefuehlsmetaphern”) ; 
the  second  volume  which  is  not  yet  published,  will  have  to 
evaluate  those  poetic  symbols  which  primarily  give  a  meaning 
to  these  feelings  (“Sinnbilder”).  In  describing  the  poetry  of 
feeling,  Pongs  goes  back  to  the  origins  of  language  and  shows 
its  ambiguity  in  giving  expression  in  sounds  and  then  deriving 
meaning  from  these  same  sounds  (principle  of  “Zweigliedrig- 
keit”).  In  the  higher  forms  of  expression,  the  author  finds  the 
same  principle  at  work;  the  poet  either  expresses  himself  by  in¬ 
ner  images  or  is  being  impressed  by  outward  images. 

Pong’s  book  tries  to  establish  a  new  terminology  in  order 
to  give  once  more  to  literary  history  those  secure  foundations 
which  it  is  in  great  danger  of  losing.  While  only  time  can  show 
whether  Pongs  succeeded  in  his  main  efforts,  even  now  r.ny 
student  of  lyrics  will  find  in  this  volume  numerous  new  evalu¬ 
ations  which  cannot  well  be  neglected. 

New  York  University.  — Ernst  Rose. 

Dr.  Med.  J.  L.  SCHMITT.  Kosmologie,  Geheimmisse  and 
Erkenntnisse.  Ausburg.  Dom-Verlag  M.  Seitz  &  Co.  1.20 

marks. 

Cosmology — secrets  and  revelations.  This  booklet  reads 
like  a  chapter  from  an  astrologer’s  diary  in  up-to-date  print, 
flavored  with  modern  thought  and  timely  musings. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Joseph  M.  Thuringer. 

DR.  J.  B.  SCHAIRER.  Die  Macht  det  Unbewussten  and  die 
Macht  des  Christentoms.  Stuttgart.  J.  F.  Steinkopf.  1927. 
2.50  marks. 

In  this  booklet  the  author  expresses  the  conviction,  based 
upon  long  experience  as  a  prison  chaplain,  that  the  subconscious 
in  the  lives  of  the  majority  of  people,  notably  in  the  lives  of 
prisoners,  does  not  make  for  moral  freedom  but,  as  the  years 
go  by,  for  an  ever  intensifying  slavery.  That  slavery,  he  con¬ 
tends,  can  only  be  broken  by  an  assurance  of  forgiveness  such 
as  a  personal  faith  in  Christ  and  the  Gospel  he  proclaims  can 
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give.  He  illustrates  his  convictions  by  many  striking  examples. 
Rochester  Theological  Seminary.  — A.  J.  Ramaker. 

PAUL  HABERLIN.  Das  Geheimnis  der  Wirklichkeit.  Basel. 

Verlag  Kober.  1927.  12  Swiss  francs. 

Professor  Haberlin  should  stick  to  the  fields  of  pedagogy 
and  morals,  in  which  he  has  written  several  substantial  volumes, 
and  should  not  endeavor,  as  in  the  present  case,  to  apply  his 
dogmatic  method  to  the  puzzles  of  pure  metaphysics.  The  secret 
of  reality  (which  somehow,  after  all,  remains  undiscovered  at 
the  end  of  the  389  pages)  he  would  reveal  by  a  re-union  of  purely 
theoretical  and  distinctly  practical  questions.  He  sees  on  the 
one  hand  the  “ideological”  inquiries  concerning  the  Good,  aris¬ 
ing  from  individual  difficulties,  and  on  the  other  the  “ontologi¬ 
cal”  quest  for  the  True,  which  seem  to  lead  beyond  the  isolated 
person.  The  real,  he  tells  us,  is  thus  the  problem-making  and 
problem-solving  Will.  The  answer  to  our  question,  in  othei 
words,  is  to  point  to  the  asking  of  it.  The  upshot  of  the  matter 
is  a  philosophy  that  is  too  much  a  verbal  vindication  of  certain 
orthodoxies  to  please  the  critical,  and  too  equivocal  on  im¬ 
portant  theological  issues  to  please  the  orthodox. 

Union  College,  N.  Y.  — Harold  A.  Larrabee. 

ADA  BEIL.  Inhalt  und  Wandel  der  Idee  der  M Utter lichkeit. 

Munchen.  J.  F.  Bergmann.  2.70  marks. 

The  idea*  of  maternalism  has  the  content  of  devotion,  sac¬ 
rifice,  unselfishness,  as  opposed  to  the  idea  of  paternalism  and 
its  components, — despotism,  victory,  strength,  productivity. 
This  discussion  traces  its  history  and  development,  particularly 
in  the  great  social  revolutions  of  various  nations  and  times, 
from  its  origin  as  a  defense  reaction  of  woman  against  man,  to 
its  present  stage  of  semi-dissolution.  The  growing  emancipa¬ 
tion  of  woman,  as  regarded  by  Individual-Psychologie  (School 
of  Alfred  Adler,)  is  a  sign  of  courage  in  self-development, 
which,  in  turn,  affects  social  development.  The  reactions  of 
rabid  anti-feminists  are  based  on  wounded  vanity.  The  woman, 
being  a  human  individual,  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  mere 
sexual  being,  but  is  a  real  cooperative  comrade  in  the  progress 
of  society.  H 

University  of  Michigan.  — Martha  Guernsey. 

DR.  ALEXANDER  NEUER.  Mut  and  Entmutigung.  Munchen. 
J.  F.  Bergmann.  1.50  marks. 

The  older  schools  of  psychology,  and  the  modern  determin- 
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istic  schools  are  criticized  as  being  only  physiological,  and 
therefore  elementary,  and  therefore  cannot  solve  any  practical 
problems  of  life.  The  purpose  of  Individual-Psychologie  is  to 
systematize  the  whole  body  of  facts.  Its  central  idea  is  that  of 
a  lack  of  courage,  or  inferiority  complex  which  develops  when 
the  individual  comes  into  conflict  with  his  social  environment 
This  conflict  may  take  an  active  form,  as  aggressive,  or  a  passive 
form,  as  protective,  tendencies.  Courage,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
the  “Universale"  in  mens’  lives,  and  may  be  used  as  the  basis 
for  social  replacement  of  anomalous  individuals.  Heredity  plays 
a  minor  role,  as  compared  with  environmental  factors. 

A  complete  case-history  is  included. 

University  of  Michigan.  — Martha  Guernsey. 

A.  HARRAR.  Rasse.  Leipzig.  Diirr  &  Weber.  1920.  6  marks. 

This  little  book  treats  the  subject  of  race  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  Mendelian  inheritance  with  warning  examples  drawn 
from  history.  Its  contention  is  that  the  degeneration  of  na¬ 
tions  comes  about  through  the  mixture  of  races. 

Amherst,  Mass.  — Margaret  M.  Nice. 

G.  MEYRINK.  An  der  Grenze  des  Jenseits.  Leipzig.  Durr  & 

Weber.  1923. 

A  brief  history  of  occultism.  The  theory  is  chiefly  from 
Paracelsus,  the  proof  the  marvellous  manifestations  given  by 
various  mediums,  in  particular  the  Scotchman  Daniel  Home. 
The  author  is  a  firm  believer  and  hopes  for  the  end  of  the 
materialistic  outlook  of  the  world  through  the  saving  grace  of 
spiritualism. 

Amherst,  Mass.  — Margaret  M.  Nice. 

DR.  KURT  SCHNEIDER.  Die  Abnormen  Seelischen  Reakt- 
ionen.  Leipzig.  Franz  Deuticke.  1927.  2.70  marks. 

This  small  but  authoritative  pamphlet  forms  a  part  of 
Aschaffenburg’s  well-known  “Handbuch  der  Psychiatrie,”  and 
is  regarded  by  its  author  as  a  supplement  to  his  treaties  on 
psychopathic  personalities,  which  also  constitutes  a  part  of  the 
Handbuch.  It  is  a  brief  and  sketchy,  but  at  the  same  time  a 
rather  systematic,  exposition  of  many  of  the  symptoms  com¬ 
monly  encountered  by  the  psychiatrist.  These  include  such 
feelings  as  those  of  terror,  anxiety  and  depression,  certain  de¬ 
lusions  and  various  trance-like  conditions.  The  treatment  of 
these  topics  is  just  sufficiently  extensive  to  permit  an  indication 
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of  the  attitude  taken  in  two-hundred  and  seventy-one  psychia¬ 
trical  treatises.  The  main  value  of  the  work  is  thus  to  serve  pro¬ 
fessional  students  as  a  guide  to  the  literature. 

The  general  reader,  however,  can  find  much  of  interest.  It 
is  noteworthy,  for  example,  that  delusions  of  persecution  may 
be  occasioned  by  that  form  of  isolation  which  consists  of  being 
surrounded  by  persons  whose  language  one  does  not  understand 
(Verfolgungswahn  sprachlich  Isolierter).  Interspersed  through¬ 
out  the  references  to  other  writers  are  many  apparently  profound 
psychological  thoughts,  as,  for  example,  that  “Sadness  nourishes 
itself  while  joy  consumes  itself”  and  that  terror,  produced,  say, 
by  an  earthquake,  is  characterized  by  an  indifferent  curiosity. 
University  of  Illinois.  — Herbert  Woodrow. 

Professor  DR.  ALEXANDER  PILCZ.  Ueber  Hypnotismns. 
okkulte  Phaenomene,  Traumleben,  usw.  Leipzig  u.  Wien. 

Franz  Deuticke.  1926.  5  marks. 

Seven  popular  lectures  delivered  in  Vienna  dealing  with  the 
following  topics:  Suggestion  and  hypnotism;  the  role  of  sug¬ 
gestion  in  folk-life;  telepathy;  dreams;  memory  and  its  dis¬ 
turbances;  psychiatry  and  music;  alcoholism  and  drug  ad¬ 
diction.  The  writer  treats  of  these  topics  in  an  interesting  and 
scientifically  dependable  manner.  Particularly  interesting,  per¬ 
haps,  are  his  comments  upon  the  recent  astonishing  increaser  in 
Europe  in  the  use  of  morphine  and  cocaine. 

University  of  Illinois.  — Herbert  Woodrow. 

KARL  BORROMAEUS  HEINRICH,  Maria  im  Volk.  M. 

Gladbach.  Volksvereins-Verlag.  1927.  3  and  5  marks. 

Fourteen  legends  of  the  Mother  of  Christ.  Considered 
from  a  literary  point  of  view  these  legends  have  an  aroma,  so 
to  speak,  that  recalls  “Des  Knaben  Wunderhorn,”  so  highly  prais¬ 
ed,  even  by  Goethe,  for  its  literary  quality.  To  all  who  recognize 
and  esteem  spiritual  values  and  who  realize  that  legends  are 
often  more  true  than  facts,  these  tales  will  prove  invaluable  in 
more  ways  than  one.  They  contain  the  truth  of  idea,  type,  fig¬ 
ure,  and  allegory. 

The  student  of  medieval  literature  or  art  will  appreciate 
them,  for  they  breathe  the  charming  religious  spirit  of  the  ages 
of  Faith.  The  devout  Catholic  will  delight  in  them  because 
they  are  sincerely  devotional.  And  the  willing  but  weak  Catho¬ 
lic — weak  in  his  fight  against  inordlinate  passions — will  find 
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them  especially  helpful  in  his  struggle.  They  are,  of  course  for 
the  simple-minded;  not  for  the  sophisticated. 

The  rationalist  and  the  material-minded  will  have  neither 
taste  nor  time  for  them.  But,  as  the  Hterary  man  will  like  them 
because  they  ring  genuine,  so  the  true  Catholic  will  like  them 
because  they  are  genuine.  Catholic  parents,  in  particular,  will 
find  them  excellent  stories  for  their  boys  and  girls;  stories  that 
will,  without  doubt,  inspire  or  increase  that  precious  element  of 
Catholic  life — devotion  to  the  blessed  Mother  of  God. 

The  short  quotations  at  the  head  of  each  legend  are  well 
chosen.  They  are  pertinent  gems  from  famous  mystical  writers 
— Saints  Augustine,  Bernard,  Bonaventure,  Thomas  of  Aquin, 
John  of  Avila,  John  Damascene,  etc. 

St.  Mary’s  College,  California.  — Brother  Cornelius. 

HENRICH  CHOTZKY.  Aufwarts!  Gedanken  fur  den  Tag. 

Second  Edition.  Tubingen.  Rainer  Wunderlich  Verlag. 

2.20  and  3.20  marks. 

This  is  a  fine  little  guide  for  all  who  take  a  short  “time  out” 
each  day  to  think  and  who  keep  notes  of  the  best  of  their  daily 
thoughts.  That  is  what  Mr.  Chotzky  has  done  and  his  little 
book  is  the  result. 

It  can  find  two  excellent  uses.  First  it  will  impart  and 
stimulate  thoughts  of  courage,  optimism,  faith  and  love.  Sec¬ 
ond,  it  can  serve  as  a  guide  to  any  one  to  do  his  own  daily 
thinking  about  life  and  thus  improve  in  the  art  of  living.  This 
latter  use  and  result  is,  no  doubt,  the  better,  and  the  fruit  that 
Mr.  Chotzky  would  most  gladly  see  come  of  his  work.  This 
is  also  in  accord  with  Goethe’s  remark  that  all  things  have  been 
thought  out  by  others  before  us,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  each  one  to 
think  them  out  again  for  himself. 

Among  the  daily  thoughts  in  “Aufwarts”  the  following  arc 

typical:  “Jeder  Kiinstler,  jeder  Schriftsteller . Jeder 

Vorgesetzte  uberhaupt  weiss,  dass  sein  Einfluss  reiche,  soweit 
seine  Menschlichkeit  geht.”  “Wo  ist  das  Gluck?  Es  ist  da,  es 
liegt  uberall  und  lacht  aus  allem  heraus.  Es  ist  die  Kraft,  auf 
die  die  ganze  Welt  begrundet  ist.  Die  eigentliche  Urkraft  aller 
Dinge.  Achtet  auf  euer  Gluck.  Ihr  habt  viel  mehr  als  ihr  denkt, 
denn  es  umflutet  euch  wie  ein  Meer.”  “Glaube  ist  eine  Arbeit 
und  nur  gradweis,  nicht  wesentlich  verschieden  von  der  Arbeit, 
die  wir  tun.”  “Nur  Grosse  miissen  wiedergeboren  werden,  um 
das  Himmelrech  zu  sehen,  kleine  haben  es  schon.” 

St.  Mary’s  College,  California.  — Brother  Cornelius. 
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DR.  TH.  BRAUER.  Christenthum  und  Oeffentliche*  Leben.  M. 

Gladbach.  Volksvereins-Verlag.  6.50  marks. 

This  volume  is  based  on  years  of  study  of  the  problems  of 
social,  economic  and  domestic  problems  of  material  manage¬ 
ment.  Although  it  is  in  feeling  a  little  pro-German  here  and 
there  (and  surely  that  is  pardonable  and  is  rather  an  excess  of 
virtue  than  a  positive  defect)  it  professes  to  treat  and  actually 
docs  treat  its  subject  from  various  points  of  view.  Moreover 
it  treats  it  in  the  light  of  Catholic  principles  as  set  forth  by 
the  highest  authorities  of  former  and  modern  times. 

The  notable  principal  topics  are,  The  Catholic  Attitude 
toward  Politics,  Veuillot  and  Lacordaire,  The  Catholic  Spirit  of 
Statesmanship,  and  Factory  Work  by  Married  Women.  The 
last  named  topic  appears  especially  interesting  and  useful.  To 
make  us  feel  the  distastrous  effect  of  mothers  and  housewives 
doing  factory  work  the  author  adapts  the  following  lines  of 
Schiller: 

“Achl  des  Hauses  zarte  Bande 
Sind  geldst  auf  immerdar; 

Denn  sie  wohnt  im  Schattenlande, 

Die  des  Hauses  Mutter  war; 

Denn  es  fehlt  ihr  treues  Walten, 

Ihre  Sorge  wacht  nicht  mehr; 

An  verwaister  Statte  schalten 
Wird  die  Fremde,  liebeleer.” 

The  author  treats  of  the  origin  of  factory  work  by  married 
women,  the  effect  of  such  w’ork  upon  these  women,  upon  their 
families,  and  upon  the  people  as  a  whole,  and  finally  of  the  re¬ 
medy.  Under  the  last  point  named  we  find  this  characteristic 
sentence:  “Vielleicht  packt  uns  die  unerbittliche  Faust  der  Not 
so  fest  an,  dass  die  Erkenntniss  der  wirschaftlichen  Pro- 
duktivitat  der  kulturellen  Leistung  der  Hausfrau  und  Mutter 
schneller  eintritt  und  damit  auch  Erkenntniss,  dass  eine  der 
wirtschaftlichsten,  der  “rentabelsten”  Taten  ist,  innerhalb  der 
einzelnen  Berufsstande  dafiir  zu  sorgen,  dass  keine  Arbeiterin 
vom  Tage  ihrer  Verheiratung  an  mehr  in  die  Fabrick  zu  gehen 
braucht.” 

St  Mary’s  College,  California.  — Brother  Cornelius. 

DR.  TH.  W.  WERNER.  Musik  In  Frankreich.  Breslau.  Ferdi¬ 
nand  Hirt.  3.50  marks. 

A  truly  remarkable  fount  of  information  is  contained  in 
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these  111  pages.  The  materials  and  references  represented  are 
enormous.  To  be  able  to  condense  the  entire  musical  history 
of  so  musically  wealthy  a  nation  as  France  in  such  a  thorough 
manner  is  in  itself  a  work  of  art.  If  at  times  the  reading  seems 
a  trifle  tedious  because  of  its  complicated  sentence  structure, 
one  finds  oneself  truly  recompensed  by  the  added  chronological 
table,  glossary  and  the  reproductions  of  rare  historical  cuts. 
The  author  has  struck  a  happy  medium  in  the  selection  of  ma¬ 
terials  in  relation  to  the  cosmic  development  of  the  art  of  music, 
rather  than  a  more  confined  provincial  arrangement  of  the 
same.  The  publishers  have  made  another  valuable  addition  to 
their  “Jedermanns  Bucherei”  (Everyone’s  Bookshelves). 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — W.  G.  Schmidt. 

WALTER  HARBURGER.  Form  und  Ausdrucksmittel  in  der 
Musik.  Stuttgart.  J.  Englehorns  Nachf.  1926. 

Written  by  a  composer  and  practical  musician,  this  book 
avoids  philosophical  and  theoretical  discussions  and  endeavors 
to  treat  of  form  and  the  means  of  expression  in  music  in  the 
simple,  direct  manner  appropriate  to  a  book  designed  for  the 
layman  rather  than  the  professional  musician.  The  author 
asks  first  of  all  of  a  composition  in  question  whether  it  is  musical, 
whether  it  has  a  "face,”  and  whether  it  says  something,  and 
then  endeavors  to  analyze  and  classify  the  means  by  which  these 
goals  have  been  reached.  Striking  examples  and  comparisons 
are  used  to  clarify  his  points  and  these  serve  to  give  the  book 
an  easy,  non-technical  tone. 

The  main  points  which  impressed  me  are  the  author’s 
insistence  that  a  piece  of  music,  if  it  is  real  music,  is  not  a 
structure,  ingeniously  built  from  melodies  and  themes,  but  an 
organism,  born  and  developed  much  on  the  plan  of  the  living 
cell  division;  and  his  glorification  of  counterpoint  and  the  poly¬ 
phonic  form  of  fugue. 

I  should  like  to  see  the  book  translated  into  English. 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — Lewis  S.  Salter. 

MAX  SAUERLANDT.  Kleinplastik  der  Deutschen  Renairaance. 

(Blaue  Bucher).  Konigstein  im  Taunus  und  Leipzig.  Karl 
Robert  Langewiesche  Verlag.  1927.  3.30  marks. 

The  Renaissance  increased  the  number  of  motives  for  ar¬ 
tistic  representation  by  considering  subjects  of  ancient  mythol¬ 
ogy  as  equal  in  right  to  those  of  religion.  Hence  it  was  but  one 
step  to  art  for  art’s  sake.  Since  art  has  ceased  to  serve  religion 
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in  the  first  line,  the  desire  awakened  to  have  the  many  small 
utensils  of  every  day  use  beautifully  made.  This  desire,  pliM 
the  newly  acquired  taste  for  gentle  and  sensuous  forms,  may 
have  sponsored  the  art  of  Small  Plastics. 

The  present  volume  is  intended  to  continue  “Deutsche 
Plastiken  des  Mittalters,”  edited  by  the  same  author.  Max 
Sauerlandt  in  ten  large  pages  of  extremely  condensed  text  sur¬ 
veys  the  history  of  small  plastics  in  Germany  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  German  Renaissance  until  about  1650,  and  intro¬ 
duces  more  than  one  hundred  full-page  illustrations  of  objects 
scattered  over  as  many  different  collections.  Carefully  given 
references  and  notes  increase  the  informative  value  of  this 
handsome  publication. 

University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien. 

A  Dictionary  of  English  Style,  published  with  the  cooperation  of 
A.  H.  J.  KNIGHT,  by  DR.  ALBRECHT  REUM.  Erster 
Teil  (A  to  Flower).  Leipzig.  J.  J.  Weber.  5.50  marks. 

This  volume,  similar  in  scope  and  character  to  the  author’s 
"Guide  Lexique  de  Composition  Franqaise,”  is  designed  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  instruction  in  the  higher  schools  of  Germany  and  for 
the  use  of  English  and  American  correspondents  in  German. 
The  vocabulary  is  limited  to  about  10,000  words  in  current  use 
and  in  the  acceptance  of  educated  speakers.  Pronunciation  is 
indicated  only  where  errors  are  most  likely  to  occur;  but  each 
word  is  illustrated  by  an  abundance  of  synonyms  and  associated 
words  and  phrases.  The  work  when  completed  will  prove  ex¬ 
tremely  useful  in  its  field. 

Armour  Institute.  — C.  B.  Cooper. 

KLABUND.  Deutsche  Literaturgeschichte  in  einer  Stunde. 

Leipzig.  1923.  Diirr  &  Weber.  6  marks. 

This  little  book  is  too  fine  to  appear  in  public  with  such  a 
cheap  title.  In  its  97  pages  a  man  of  letters  sets  forth  the 
spirit  of  German  literature  with  a  verve  that  is  seldom  reached 
and  never  sustained  by  academic  historians.  From  the  facts  of 
the  professors  one  turns  with  delight  to  such  imaginative  ap¬ 
preciation  and  artistic  enthusiasm.  A  division  of  labor  sug¬ 
gests  itself:  Let  the  professors  continue  to  give  us  the  facts 
and  let  more  Klabunds  be  persuaded  to  write  literary  histories 
that  grow  spontaneously  out  of  genuine  aesthetic  reactions.  Dog¬ 
matic  aphorisms  will  continue  to  flourish,  but  the  ration  will 
be  more  balanced.  One  lays  this  precious  book  aside  with  the 
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feeling  that  erudition  is  not  sufficient  equipment  to  examine 
finely-wrought  golden  chain  of  German  lyrism  which  extends 
from  Walter  von  der  Vogelweide  to  Franz  Werfel. 

— W.  A.  W. 

JOHANNES  SCHERR.  Illustrierte  Geschichte  der  Welt- 
literatur.  Stuttgart.  Dieck  &  Co.  2  vols.  Each  volume,  14.50 
and  18  marks. 

It  was  a  generation  ago  that  Richard  M.  Meyer  qualified 
the  Scherr  History  of  the  World’s  Literature  as  the  best  work 
of  the  sort  which  had  up  to  that  timd  been  done  by  one  man. 
The  thing  has  been  tried  a  number  of  times  since,  but  Meyer's 
evaluation  can  perfectly  well  be  brought  down  to  date.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  true  of  Johannes  Scherr’s  more  personal  short  es¬ 
says  in  literary  subjects  and  others,  this  history  of  his  is  simple, 
readable,  business-like,  free  from  phrase-making  and  paradox, 
and  his  judgments  are,  with  exceptions,  cautious,  fair  and  il¬ 
luminating.  This  new  eleventh  edition,  the  first  in  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  samples  of  recent  German 
book-making,  and  a  joy  to  handle.  The  revisions  consist  prin¬ 
cipally  in  a  remaking  of  the  parts  dealing  with  the  Middle  Ages, 
especially  in  France,  about  which  information  in  Scherr’s  day 
(he  died  in  1886)  was  very  unsatisfactory;  in  a  toning  down  of 
his  acrimonious  depreciation  of  ninetenth  century  Romanticism, 
in  a  working  over  of  the  mattet  on  Oriental  literature,  and  in 
a  rewriting,  by  Dr.  W.  Goz  of  Tubingen,  of  the  sections  on 
Greece  and  Rome.  Specialists  will  of  course  have  little  use 
for  the  chapters  dealing  with  their  own  field,  but  specialists  and 
everybody  else  will  browse  with  delight  over  these  terse  pages 
which  go  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe  and  tell  us  at  least  a  lit¬ 
tle  about  the  writings  of  the  Copts,  the  Georgians,  the  Ethi¬ 
opians,  the  Rheto-Roumanians,  the  Icelanders,  the  Australians, 
the  Letts,  the  modern  Greeks,  as  well  as  a  great  deal  about 
Germany,  England  and  France.  The  United  States  of  America, 
it  is  true,  is  a  short  horse  and  is  soon  curried.  But  Americans 
will  find  the  work  charming  and  useful,  all  the  same. 

— R.  T.  H. 

FRIEDRICH  VON  DER  LEYEN.  Deutsche  Dishtung  in 
neuer  Zeit.  Jena.  1927.  Eugen  Diederichs. 

The  author’s  task  is  thus  succinctly  stated  after  ample  justi¬ 
fication:  “Unsere  Dichtung,  gemessen  an  sich  selbst,  an  der 
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Feindschaft  ihrcr  Gegner,  am  Gehalt  ihrer  Zeit,  diese  dreifache 
Aufgabe  steigt  vor  uns  auf.”  He  selects  for  treatment  those 
writers  who  are  representative  of  the  epoch  and  who  have  been 
successful  and  important.  The  same  standard  of  selection  ap¬ 
plies  to  their  works.  After  outlining  his  general  plan,  the  author 
devotes  a  masterly  essay  to  the  foreign  writers  who  have  estab¬ 
lished  their  European  worth  on  the  German  market;  Ibsen, 
Tolstoi,  Zola,  Bjornson,  Wilde  and  Shaw.  This  serves  as  an 
introduction  to  some  350  pages  of  remarkable  contribution  to 
the  story  of  contemporary  literature  which  cannot  be  reviewed 
here.  Suffice  it  to  say:  1.  Friedrich  von  der  Leyen  is  a  thorough¬ 
ly  objective  and  reliable  guide,  a  detached  critic  who  knows 
how  to  touch  upon  the  most  varied  phenomena  with  sympathy 
and  understanding.  2.  Having  a  high  regard  for  the  historic 
cultural  values  of  the  Fatherland,  he  is  inclined  to  deal  severely 
with  moral  irresponsibility  in  literary  productions. 

— W.  A.  W. 

WILHELM  MERIDIES.  Hermann  Bahr  ala  epischer  Gestalter 
und  Kritiker  der  Gegenwart.  Hildesheim.  Franz  Borgmeyer. 

1927.  1.50  marks. 

Mere  advertising  copy  for  Bahr’s  books  in  so  far  as  they 
were  published  by  Franz  Borgmeyer.  Of  no  value  for  scholars. 
New  York  University.  — Ernst  Rose. 

WALTHER  HEINRICH  VOGT.  Stilgeachichte  der  eddischen 
Dichtung.  I  Band:  Der  Kultredner  (thulr).  Breslau.  Ferdi¬ 
nand  Hirt.  1927.  12  marks. 

A  learned  and  exhaustive  treatise  on  the  subject  of  the  OI< 
Norse  “thulr”  regarded  in  the  light  of  original  “Kultredner" 
functioning  at  religious  acts  in  the  narrower  or  wider  sense  of 
the  word.  The  specific  development  of  the  “thulr”  as  prophet 
and  magician  receive  ample  treatment.  Students  of  Old  Eng¬ 
lish  will  find  the  chapter  on  the  “thyle”  in  Anglo-Saxon,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  section  relating  to  “Unferth”  (Beowulf),  of  special 
interest  as  throwing  new  light  on  a  somewhat  difficult  subject. 
New  York  University.  — Frederick  H.  Wilkens. 

HARALD  BEYER.  Norwegische  Literatur.  Breslau.  Ferdinand 
Hirt.  1927.  3.50  marks. 

This  treatise  of  little  more  than  one  hundred  pages  will 
serve  as  an  excellent  introduction  to  Norwegian  literature  or 
as  a  small  reference  book.  Considering  it  as  introduction  we 
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are  indebted  for  the  sketches  of  the  historic  and  social  back¬ 
ground  which  accompany  each  chapter;  for  reference  purposes 
the  historical  table  and  the  great  number  of  works  and  authors 
mentioned  will  be  welcome.  The  most  recent  period  is  neglected: 
this  is  pardonable  since  the  author  deals  in  such  limited  space 
with  twelve  hundred  years  of  history;  the  addition  of  short 
metric  samples,  however,  would  greatly  increase  the  value  of 
the  chapters  dealing  with  the  mediaeval  period.  Twenty  pic¬ 
tures,  mostly  of  modern  authors,  are  added  in  an  appendix. 
University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien. 

MICHAEL  HOCHGESANG.  Wandlungen  des  Dichtstils. 

Miinchen.  Max  Hueber  Verlag.  1926. 

Four  phases  in  the  history  of  German  style,  each  repre¬ 
sented  by  one  characteristic  of  Shakespeare’s  “Macbeth,”  are 
analyzed  and  explained  in  this  treatise.  Eschenbach’s  transla¬ 
tion  (1775-82)  stands  for  rationalism;  that  of  G.  A.  Burger 
(1782)  for  “Strum  und  Drang,”  Schiller’s  (1800)  for  the  Classic, 
and  Dorothea  Tieck’s  (1840)  for  the  Romantic  school.  The 
last  twct  chapters  deal  with  rhythm  and  composition. 

There  are  a  few  tiring  repetitions  in  this  dissertation;  at 
other  times  one  feels  as  if  the  author  succumbed  to  the  fash¬ 
ion  of  reading  in  non-existent  hidden  meanings.  At  least  his 
language  occasionally  acquires  the  lucidity  of  the  Delphic  oracle. 
Yet,  this  unusually  deep-digging  and  sharply-thinking  piece  of 
scholarship  more  than  reaches  its  aim,  fascinates  by  the  fecundity 
of  its  observations  and  augments  its  value  by  the  fact  that  the 
original  Shakespeare,  continuously  quoted  for  comparison,  stands 
out  very  clearly  in  his  uniqueness. 

University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien. 

HANS  VON  HUELSEN.  Gerhart  Hauptmann.  Leipzig.  Re¬ 
clam.  1927.  2  marks. 

A  popular  biography  of  the  dramatist,  containing  much 
material  which  is  otherwise  not  easily  accessible.  The  author 
avowedly  refrains  from  analyzing  and  evaluating  the  works  of 
Hauptmann,  restricting  himself  to  a  discussion  of  their  genesis 
and  biographical  background.  Unfortunately  he  remains  some¬ 
what  on  the  surface  of  the  problem,  by  no  means  replacing  the 
work  of  Paul  Schlenther,  re-edited  by  Arthur  Eloesser  in  1922 
(S.  Fischer,  Berlin). 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Feise. 


90 


BOOKS  ABROAD 


Denttcher  Frauengeist  in  Dichtung  und  WiaaenschafL  Eine 
Auswahl  des  Frauenschaffens  der  Gegenwart.  Herausgegeben 
von  FLORA  ZOELLNER.  2  vols.  Lahr  in  Baden.  Verlag 
fuer  Volkskunst  und  Volksbildung.  Richard  Keutel.  1927. 

In  two  volumes  of  together  more  than  900  pages,  Flora 
Zoellner  tries  to  present  to  the  reader  the  women  writers  and 
scholars  of  modern  Germany.  Her  compilation  is  intended  for 
the  general  public.  Unfortunately,  the  editor  did  not  succeed 
in  winning  the  cooperation  of  Gertrud  Baeumer,  Helene  Boehlau. 
Agnes  Miegel,  L.  V.  Strausz  u.  Torney,  and  Lisa  Wenger.  In¬ 
stead,  she  included  entirely  unimportant  names,  in  her  woman¬ 
like  inclination  to  give  everybody  a  chance.  The  arrangement 
is  alphabetical  so  as  to  give  preference  to  nobody,  and  the  short 
introductions  carefully  avoid  negative  adjectives  and  rather  fre¬ 
quently  resort  to  superlatives.  Yet  even  so,  no  reader  will  be 
able  to  judge  E.  v.  Adlersfeld-Ballestrem’s  or  Lou  Andreas- 
Salome’s  real  merits  on  the  basis  of  the  given  selections.  On 
the  other  hand,  however,  we  owe  thanks  to  Flora  Zoellner  for 
calling  our  attention  to  quite  a  few  neglected  writers  like  Anna 
Blum-Erhard,  Hedwig  Forstreuter,  Emilie  Mataja,  Elizabeth 
Meinhard,  Kory  Towska,  and  Adelheid  Wildermuth. 

A  bolder  exclusion  of  sentimental  trash  would  have  made 
German  womanhood  appear  less  backward.  As  the  volumes 
stand,  they  overstress  the  conservative  elements  and  give  too 
much  space  to  women  who  merely  popularise  or  sentimentalise 
the  work  of  men.  The  selections  may  be  welcome  to  the  stu¬ 
dent  of  sociology;  but  he  would  be  ill-advised  if  he  would  base 
his  conclusions  entirely  upon  this  uncritical  anthology. 

New  York  University.  — Ernst  Rose. 

OSKAR  LOERKE.  Der  LUngste  Tag.  Berlin.  S.  Fischer  Ver¬ 
lag.  1926. 

A  poet  of  true  imaginative  and  spiritual  gifts,  Oskar  Loerke 
writes  with  austere  grandeur  his  mystic  visions  and  riddling 
symbols  of  cosmic,  legendary  things.  If  at  times  there  is  a 
shadowy  vagueness,  the  light  is  all  the  brighter  for  the  clouds 
it  breaks  through. 

Aber  der  Schatten  traumt  ewiges  Leuchten. 

Denn  ewiges  Licht  speist  mit  Ewigkeit  ihn. 

High  seriousness  and  lofty  music  give  his  work  strength  and 
magic. 

University  of  Oklahoma. 


— B.  A.  Botkin. 
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MARTIN  KESSEL.  Gebftndigte  Kurven.  Gedichte.  Frankfurt 
am  Main.  Iris-Verlag. 

Martin  Kessel  has  caught  the  rhythm  of  his  generation, 
whose  pity  and  irony  he  hymns.  It  is  a  bitter  and  exuberant 
song,  this  song  of  the  modern  city,  of  modern  industry,  full  of 
grim  contrasts,  shrill  with  factory  whistles,  raucous  with  jazz 
bands,  heavy  with  the  throb  of  machines  and  the  plodding  feet 
of  workers,  and  giddy  with  the  sodden  laughter  and  drunken 
dance  of  those  who  seek  escape.  Work  and  sleep,  or  work  and 
play,  and  work  again — the  eternal  circle.  Where  do  we  go 
from  here?  A  poignant  melancholy,  a  sardonic  satire.  Futility. 

Here  are  the  madness  and  power  of  a  ruthless  age,  touched 
with  the  imp  of  the  perverse.  Nero  fiddles  while  foundations 
crumble  and  totter.  A  vital,  violent  talent,  explosive  in  ex¬ 
pression,  emphatic  in  rhythm. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — B.  A.  Botkin. 

MAX  DAUTENDEY.  AusgewlUilte  Lieder  aus  neun  Btichern- 
Miinchen.  Albert  Langen.  1928. 

Diese  Anthologie  des  Lyrikers  Max  Dauthendey  bietet  den 
Vorzug,  dass  man  die  Stationen  seiner  dichterischen  Entwicklung 
von  den  Liedern  aus  dem  Buch  Reliquien  bis  zu  den  Liedern 
“Des  grossen  Krieges  Not”  erschienen  1915  und  1925  in  den 
gesammelten  Werken  in  einer  geschickt  zusammengestellten 
Auswahl  verfolgen  kann.  Von  mystischer  Naturversunkenheit 
ftiren  die  meist  freien  und  eigenweilligen  Rhytmen,  die  doch  vol- 
ler  Musik  sind,  zu  jenen  Gedichten  von  Sehnsucht,  die  er  fern  der 
Heimat,  in  Garoet,  Lima,  Poelve,  Malang  Tasari  wahrend  des 
Krieges  schrieb.  Aus  einer  auf  einige  Monate  berechneten 
Weltreise  ward  ein  unfreiwilliger  Aufenthalt  in  Java,  wo  ihn  der 
Weltkrieg  zuruckhielt,  bis  ihm  kurz  vor  Kriegsschluss  Heimweh 
das  Herz  brach.  Aus  der  Anthologie  lernt  man  einen  der 
gefiihlstiefsten  deutschen  Dichter  morderner  Pragung  kennen. 
Koln-Lindenthal,  Germany.  — Dr.  Paul  Bourfeind. 

NOVALIS.  Die  Liebe.— HEINE.  Drei  Lieder.— GOETHE. 
Ueber  alien  Gipfeln. — MOERIKE.  Der  Feuerreiter — 
LENAU.  Sturmesmythe.  (Miniatur-Kunstgaben  Series). 
Liibeck.  Otto  Quitzow  Verlag. 

Exquisite  tiny  volumes  consisting  each  of  the  text  of  an 
immortal  German  poem,  lettered  by  hand,  each  poem  occupying 
several  pages  and  printed  on  sheets  alternating  with  illustrations 
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etched  by  A.  Johannes.  These  gift-books  are  published  in 
three  editions,  of  which  the  two  more  pretentious  are  signed 
by  the  artist.  Probably  no  other  country  in  the  world  is  doing 
quite  such  tasteful  book-making  at  present  as  Germany. 

— R.  T.  H. 

HEINRICH  CHEVALLEY.  Hundert  Jahre  Hamburger  Stadt- 
Theater.  Hamburg.  Broschek  &  Co.  1927.  7.50  marks. 

This  well  bound,  well  printed  and  profusely  illustrated 
chronicle  of  the  Theatre  and  Opera  House  of  Hamburg  was 
published  on  account  of  the  centenary  of  this  institution  and 
upon  the  request  of  the  Stadt-Theater-Gesellschaft  of  Hamburg. 

The  first  forty-six  years  of  the  theatre  are  cursorily  treated, 
as  other  good  publications  on  them  are  in  existence.  Beginning 
with  1873,  when  important  changes  took  place,  the  book  gives 
a  clear  and  detailed  account  of  all  events,  triumphs  as  well  as 
difficulties.  While  keeping  his  reports  aloof  from  the  clouds  of 
gossip  hovering  around  any^  theatre,  the  author  succeeds  in  in¬ 
teresting  even  the  distant  reader  by  his  lucid,  yet  modest  de¬ 
scription. 

University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien. 


Spanish  Teachers  Attention 

All  Kinds  of  Spanish  books,  curios,  souvenirs,  and 
REALIA,  imported  directly  from  Spain. 

Reproductions  of  the  famous  Spanish  masterpieces, 
paintings  25  by  17  inches. 

Bull  Fight  and  Theater  posters  of  all  sizes  and 
kinds  illustrated  in  colors. 

Send  ten  cents  in  silver  or  stamps  for  price  list 
Deduct  this  amount  from  first  order. 

I A  CASA  DE  REALIA 

1202  South  16th  St  Chickasha.  Oklahoma 
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SOUTHWEST 

REVIEW 

Edited  by  John  H.  McGinnis  and  Henry  Smith 


Contributing  editors  include  J.  Frank  Dobie,  Albert 
Guerard.  Witter  Bynner,  Mary  Austin,  Duncan  Aik- 
man,  Hilton  Ross  Greer,  and  others. 

Now  in  its  thirteenth  volume,  the  SOUTHWEST  RE¬ 
VIEW  has  come  to  be  considered  the  “best  reflection" 
of  the  Southwestern  renascence.  It  has  won  the  praise 
of  critics,  newspapers,  and  magazines.  Its  stones  and 
poems  have  been  on  the  honor  lists  in  all  the  well- 
known  anthologies.  It  has  had  the  warm  commenda¬ 
tion  of  such  diverse  personages  as  Bliss  Perry.  Ru¬ 
pert  Hughes,  and  Robert  Frost. 


"I  wish  to  congratulate  you  on  the  iueremtiugly  high 
..standard  maintained  by  your  REVIEW." 

— SUnler  Ve«Ul. 

"it  highly  interesting  and  readable  periodical,  which 
need  make  no  apologies  to  New  York  or  Boston.’' 

— The  Springfield  Republican. 


$2M  per  near 

Published  Quartedly  at 

Southern  Methodist  University 

Dallas,  Texas 
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